
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Church Family and Community, 
 
Church, I miss you. While I am thankful for how technology helps keep us connected, I miss singing 
with you, praying with you, sharing God’s Word with you, and fellowshipping with you. We are going to 
have a big celebration when we get back together! 
 
I’m sure that you are aware that yesterday the President extended federal social distancing guidelines 
to April 30. Also, this past Thursday, the Arkansas Secretary of Health issued a directive, which carries 
the force of law, prohibiting gatherings of more than 10 people in any confined indoor or outdoor 
space. And you’ve likely read how 37 people attending a children’s program at Greer’s Ferry First 
Assembly of God in Cleburne County were infected with the virus resulting in 2 deaths as of March 29. 
 
While places of worship are exempt from the Secretary of Health’s directive because of separation of 
church and state, it remains the Health Department’s guidance to churches. But beyond the directive, 
our concern is the care of our people. The Bella Vista community, having begun as a retirement village, 
has a significant number of residents at greater risk. The same is true of our church. What happened in 
Greers Ferry should be a lesson for us. 
 
 
So, out of love for one another and for our community and after consultation with the 
Deacon Council, church facilities will remain closed until further notice. 
 
 
But the closing of facilities has not and will not stop ministry from taking place. 
• The church office will remain open Monday through Thursday from 8:30 to 4. 
• Volunteers remain available to assist with various need, including grocery or medicine pickup.  
• Pastors, Deacons, Teachers, and Ministry Leaders will continue to connect with members and 

provide member care. 
• We will continue to produce sermons, devotionals, and Sunday School lessons for our website and 

Facebook platforms, while exploring new ways to engage the church and community. 
• We will look at possibilities for the use of outdoor space with proper social distancing. 
 
We are continuing to monitor information from the state as we evaluate plans for the future. As soon 
as safely possible, we will be singing, praying, sharing God’s Word, and fellowshipping together again. 
 



In the meantime, I ask you to stay engaged: 
• with God daily through His Word and prayer. 
• with one another for encouragement through calls, texts, emails, and social media. 
• with neighbors from a safe distance to encourage and share the gospel. 
• with church leadership. We are here for you. 
• with the mission of the church through prayer and giving. 
 
Thank you for your prayers. And thank you for your faithfulness to continue financially supporting the 
ministries of the church locally and missionaries globally. 
 
We love you! 
 
Pastor Brent Summerhill 
 


