March 18, 2020 – COVID-19 Update #4
Dear Church Family and Community,
These are unprecedented times. Life in Northwest Arkansas has changed drastically in just a couple of
weeks due to the spread of the Coronavirus, or COVID-19. As cases were identified in Arkansas and
guidelines for group meetings were published, churches quickly found themselves wondering whether
they could or should gather.
On Sunday, March 15, we held one worship service and canceled all other activities through March 31.
We also formed a Coronavirus Response Team consisting of our pastors, ministry staff, and deacon
council.
Then, on Monday, March 16, the Governor of Arkansas asked that group gatherings be limited to no
more than 50 people. Later that day, the President’s Coronavirus Task Force asked that people not
gather in groups of more than 10 as part of a 15-day strategy to help slow the virus’ spread.
So, out of Christian love for one another, especially for the older in our church and community and
those with underlying health issues, worship on campus for March 22 and 29 is canceled. All other
activities remain canceled as well through March 31. We will continue to listen to the guidance of
Federal, State, and local authorities and reevaluate our response as we near the end of March.
The following page summarizes our Response Team’s Coronavirus Response Plan. The three categories
–Communicate, Connect, and Care– provide a framework to help the church stay together even while
we are apart.

COMMUNICATE
To keep members informed, we will communicate through mail with this update and our April
newsletter and continue to send out updates via email.
We will expand our use of Facebook for announcements and Video. Please follow and like our page.
We will also continue to post updates and sermons on our website at bvbaptist.com.

CONNECT
Video Sermons and Devotionals
Pastor Summerhill’s sermon video will be available on our website and linked on Facebook on Sundays
and a sermon by Pastor Hall will be available on Wednesdays. Individuals and families are encouraged
to watch, worship, and pray. Brief devotionals will be available online during the week to encourage
the church and community.
Sunday School and Ministry Groups
Every Sunday School class and ministry group is an opportunity for the church to stay connected during
this time of separation. Technology from phone to internet provides us the opportunity to: listen to
one another and learn of needs whether physical, spiritual, or emotional in this time of “social
distancing”; encourage one another in the hope of the gospel; and pray with one another over the
phone or even spell out a prayer out for someone in an email.

CARE
Sunday School and Ministry Group connections are key to providing care to our members. Since we
are not meeting together as a congregation, class, or group, these connections are vital to learn of
needs and then meet those needs. Pastors and Deacons stand ready to provide spiritual, emotional,
and physical assistance to individuals and families. They will be acting proactively to care for our
church family.
Assistance with grocery and/or medicine pickup for the elderly and/or ill is currently available. Call the
church office for assistance or to volunteer.
We don’t have to meet together to pray for one another. And please be aware that virus related fear in
the culture combined with isolation from others may cause or worsen depression. If you have contact
with someone you believe is suffering from depression, encourage them to speak with a pastor,
doctor, or qualified counselor.

