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Bella Vista Baptist Church 

First, thanks be to God for His faithfulness through 
the Coronavirus crisis. His grace never ceases to 
amaze us. 

And then thank you for your faithfulness to Christ 
and His church. You’ve been faithful to engage in 
worship whether on the parking lot or online. 
You’ve been faithful to call on and care for one 
another. You’ve been faithful to continue your 
support of the church and our ministries. 

Your support matters locally and globally. A 
percentage of our monthly offerings helps support 
missionaries through the SBC International Mission 
Board and the North American Mission Board as 
well as the training of pastors, Christian workers, 
and missionaries through SBC seminaries, and 
relief for those in need through NAMB Send Relief. 

In both March and April your faithful giving helped 
us make budget in the midst of a national crisis. 
While the April budget required offerings of 
$73,262.54, your offerings and checking account 
interest totaled $78,441.19 while expenses were 
$69,936.47. Thank you! 

Yes, there is much for which I am thankful. But I 
also miss you. I continue to miss singing with you, 
praying with you, fellowshipping with you, and 
sharing God’s Word face to face with you. I long to 
gather with you again in the Grace Hall Worship 
Center soon but safe. 

On Monday, May 4, Governor Hutchinson and the 
Arkansas Department of Health issued guidance for 
places of worship reopening facilities for worship. 
That guidance can be found at https://
www.healthy.arkansas.gov/programs-services/
topics/covid-19-guidance-for-faith-based-
organizations. 

The guidance is detailed and includes requirements 
for face coverings, social distancing, how to queue 
lines for entering the facility, and others. The 6-
feet distancing requirement reduces our worship 

seating capacity to about 100 and creates 
difficulty in moving through our narrow hallways. 

On Tuesday, May 5, the Pastors and Deacon 
Council met to review the state’s guidance. And 
while we believe we could meet the criteria 
required for reopening our facility for worship 
now, we unanimously decided to wait and 
conduct a full review after Memorial Day to 
consider what we can do in June. Here are some 
of the reasons why. 

 

· We want to reopen our facilities soon but safe 
with all protocols in place. 

 

· We want to proceed with caution watching how 
the COVID-19 cases trend during the first few 
weeks of Reopening Arkansas, particularly given 
the significant senior demographic in our church 
and community. 

 

· We want to take time to be fully ready when we 
do reopen our facilities. 

 

· We want our people to become comfortable 
with what may be required to meet together. 
Under the current guidelines, it will not be 
church as usual. 

 

We will continue our Drive-In Worship services 
and our online services through May. Though not 
the same as being together in-person, I am 
thankful we have these means of staying 
connected in God’s Word. 

Also, while the facilities will remain closed to 
group functions through May, groups can gather 
outdoors following proper social distancing  
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Children and Youth 

Birthdays 

Miriam B .......... 5/01 
Macey H .......... 5/06 
Kyle F ............. 5/19 
Avi A ............... 5/26 
Kassidy B ........ 5/30 
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guidelines. This means that individuals or family 
units must remain at least 6-feet apart. Children 
may attend outdoor group gatherings but must 
remain with their family unit at all times. 

On a related note, given that we do not know when 
we will be able to resume full normal operations 
and it is time to begin the process of nominating 
committee members and officers for the next 
church year, the Pastors and Deacon Council are 
asking those currently elected to a position to 
remain in that position until we can begin that 
process and the church can gather as a voting 
body. 

Thank you for your patience and prayers. Your 
Pastors and Deacons love you and are praying for 
you. 

Cindy and I love you and are thankful to be riding 
out this pandemic with you as our church family. 
We are eager to gather face to face with you again 
soon but safe. 

 

For the gospel, 

Brent Summerhill 

Senior Pastor 

Dear BVBC Children, Parents and Volunteers, 

We pray ya’ll are enjoying your family time compliments of the virus. We miss ya’ll very much!  

Glenda Moss and I have put together a packet of crafts and Bible lessons for you and your family to review and 
enjoy.  (You should have received the packet by now. If you have not, please contact Julie.) You can access Bible 
lesson videos by going to digitalpass.lifeway.com/home and putting “Lifeway Kids at Home” in the search bar.   

AWANA’s has been canceled for the remainder of year because school has also been cancelled the rest of the year. 
Parents, if you would like to work with your children on verses and complete book activities, that is encouraged. If 
your child completes their book, please let me know. We will have a shortened awards ceremony at the beginning of 
next year.  

VBS has been cancelled for this year.  

For updates regarding church activities please go to bvbaptist.com 

We pray that we will be able meet in person soon and that we can go back to a more normal schedule.  

In Christ,  

Julie Hettel 

We will be collecting donations for Loving Choices from Mother’s Day 

until Father’s Day. We won’t be able to use baby bottles like we 

normally do, but if you would like to give please make your check out to 

Bella Vista Baptist Church with Loving Choices in the memo or on your 

offering envelope. 
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Thank You Church 

I need to send a very belated “Thank You” for all the calls, cards, prayers, prayergrams and good 

wishes during my convalescence. I would like to dedicate part of  the following hymn to all of  you. 

I wish for you, my friend, this happiness that I’ve found; you can depend on Him it matters not 

where you’re bound. I’ll shout it from the mountaintop; I want the world to know; the Lord of  love 

has come to me, I want to pass it on. I’ll shout it from the mountaintop; I want the world to know; 

the Lord of  love has come to me, I want to pass it on. 

With Love, 

Donna Swift 

ALL LADIES  

“FOOD  

FUN  

FELLOWSHIP” 

Monday, May 11 

6:30pm 

Pizza in the Parking Lot 

Invite a Friend to “Social Distance” and 

Bring your lawn chair  & Drink. 

PLEASE, CALL OFFICE TO RSVP  

(No children please.) 

PRAYER NOTE OF THANKS & INFO 

These are difficult times but so very thankful that the Prayer 

Room Ministry is still active!  

Our numbers are reduced, as many faithful servants are at 

home with their families & we are now closed on Sundays. 

Please continue to call & leave your name, # & your request. 

It is our privilege to serve you:) 

***Also, please call back with an update within 7 days if 

possible. 

Thank you prayer warriors for your continued faithfulness & 

dedication.  

Thank you congregation for your prayers & support. Pray for 

our health & strength.  

Looking to Jesus.  “DON'T WORRY...PRAY"  (Phil. 4:6)    

Prayerfully, Kris Melonis  (Director)   876-8822 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

FOR THOSE SENDING CARDS, 
BIRTHDAYS FROM  

June 1ST—5TH 

2–Steve Strohl, Joe Vance 

3–Vic Thompson 

4–John Deniston, Gloria Peterson 

5–Sharon Shelder 

Phone: (479) 855-3748 

General E-mail:   staff@bvbaptist.com 

BVBC Pastoral Staff 

Brent Summerhill, Senior Pastor 

E-mail: bsummerhill@bvbaptist.com 

Robert McGee, Associate Pastor 

E-mail: rmcgee@bvbaptist.com 

Daniel Hall, Associate Pastor 

E-mail: dhall@bvbaptist.com 

******************************* 

Lighthouse of Prayer ................ (479) 855-6644 

Freedom Ministry ..................... (479) 855-1119 

General Delivery .............. staff@bvbaptist.com 

Renee Estes .................... restes@bvbaptist.com 

Laura Rodriguez ..... lrodriguez@bvbaptist.com 

Carolyn Beaver.. ......... cbeaver@bvbaptist.com 

Julie Hettel .................... jhettel@bvbaptist.com 

Ashley Abernathy ..aabernathy@bvbaptist.com 

AWANA ....................... awana@bvbaptist.com 
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50 E Lancashire Blvd. 
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May Birthdays 
18 & Older 

15–Bob Short 
16–Greta Pinkston 
17–Tena Stidham 
18–Anna Tallant 
19–Jim Erskine 
21–Laney Houghton 
23–Linda Breitzke, 

Vicki Merrill 
25–Robert Evans, 

Darryl Muldoon 
26–Donna Seay 
27–Lois Adams, 

Michael Lawrence 
28–Anna Mattingly 
29–Paul Epperson, 

Howard Luznicky 
30–Kade Korte 
31–Dylan Gard, Ricky 

Harms 

 1–Charlie Breitzke, John 
Prathaftakis, Bev 
Stetler 

 2–Rob Caster, Sarah 
Saxon, Jill Williams 

 3–Melanie Hurley, Bobbie 
Thompson 

 4–Danetta Korte, Kris 
Melonis 

 6–Lauren Blankenship 
10–Tim Verble 
11–Deanna Cascio, 

Barbara Fleeman, 
Andrea Muldoon 

12–Joyce Howe 
13–Steve Sullivan 
14–Cindy Summerhill, 

Peggy Tallant 

Red & Faith Herring ............... 5/06 

Michael & Jane Fisher ............ 5/08 

May 
Anniversaries 

(50+years) 


