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                                                                     November 13,  2019

May 20, 2020
Theological Education in Malawi - The Baptist Theological Seminary of Malawi closed as a result of the government's regulations to try to stop the coronavirus. Since then, seminary professors have been preparing self-study modules. These resources can be used when there is a shortage of teachers or for nontraditional students. Please pray for wisdom as the seminary professors develop programs that will allow their students to continue to learn when they are not able to meet in a classroom setting.

 

Sub-Saharan African Peoples - "COVID-19 has come to Africa, resulting in many restrictions being placed on travel, trainings, meeting together for worship, visitations--so much of what occupies our time and energy while on the field. Many of our personnel have had to cancel visits with family for weddings, births, sickness, college visits, volunteer trips . . . the list goes on. With these restrictions, we are being forced to dig deep into our relationship with our Creator, the one true God who knows all things and who is in control of all things--even this COVID-19! Would you please pray for our IMB personnel serving in the upper region of the Nile River to keep our eyes focused on the Lord Jesus, His promises, and His guiding hand in each of our lives? Pray that in spite of the restrictions, we will be able to love deeply and share the truth of Jesus Christ with those around us."

South Asian Unengaged Peoples - The Soligaru are an unengaged, unreached, people group (UUPG) in the state of Karnataka, India, and number more than 43,000. They are a tribal people who collect forest produce and honey as their occupation. They believe that they are the children of the deity Karayya. Their primary language is Sholaga, and the vast majority of the Soligaru are Hindu. Recently, because of a team's UUPG survey and engagement project, groups of these Soligaru have been located. Please pray for the gospel to go forth among them. Pray for seekers, for open homes, and for "people of peace" (Luke 10:6) to be found. Ask that local believers will be burdened for the Soligaru and will share the good news among them. Pray that the Soligaru will receive Jesus and believe in His name, becoming children of the one true God. "But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God" (John 1:12 ESV).

 

Madrid, Spain - (muh-DRID) - "A lot of prayer and work had gone into this new church plant in the middle of the city," wrote a member of the Madrid Team. "Excitedly, our team picked up the keys for the newly rented storefront, and we eagerly prepared for this month's special launch service. Later that same week, everything ground to a halt. The coronavirus hit Madrid like a ton of bricks, sending the city into a sudden lockdown and keeping us from even going to our new facility. But God is gracious. Through all of this, the team remains encouraged and are challenging each other to look for creative ways to carry on ministry through this lockdown period. The launch service is still on… online. Please pray that God will use this pandemic to soften the hearts of the lost and ignite the passion of believers to boldly proclaim the Good News. Continue to pray that the seeds of gospel proclamation and of godly generosity that are sown during this difficult time will reap a bountiful harvest, both here and around the world, once this crisis is over."

Khmer of Cambodia - (kuh-MER) - Pastor Vannak* is a faithful, trustworthy Khmer laborer for Christ. 
pastor. On the side, he raises chickens and grows vegetables and so forth to make ends meet. He often feels lonely, discouraged, and strained by the demands and pressures of daily life. However, he faithfully clings to the Lord and to his calling to shepherd God's people in his local congregation. He is a rare gem. Mature believers invest in him because he is someone who will pass it on to the next generation. Please pray that the Lord will strengthen Pastor Vannak and use him mightily for kingdom purposes. (*name changed)

 

East Asian Peoples - Pray that the thousands of East Asian unreached people groups will see the Lord at work. May His name be renowned among all these people groups. As Jeremiah 32:17-20 (NIV) says, "Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you. You show love to thousands [of East Asian Unreached People Groups], but bring punishment for the parents' sins into the laps of their children after them. Great and mighty God, whose name is the Lord Almighty, great are your purposes and mighty are your deeds. Your eyes are open to the ways of all mankind; you reward each person according to their conduct and as their deeds deserve. You performed signs and wonders in Egypt [and in East Asia] and have continued them to this day, in Israel and among all mankind, and have gained the renown that is still yours."

 

Dakar, Senegal - (dah-KAR) - Pandemic . . . the coronavirus has gripped the world. Pray that during this time of fear, many will turn to those whom they know are followers of Christ. May they come with questions and a hunger to hear about Jesus and God's plan for salvation. Pray that God will use this time for His glory, and ask that nonbelievers will see firsthand the difference in the lives of believers.

 

Bedouin of Northern Africa - (BEH-doo-in) - The Islamic fasting month of Ramadan presents many opportunities in rural communities. During Ramadan, believers are often invited to break the fast at the evening meal. Following Ramadan, believers join in the neighborhood visits to greet friends for their holiday feast days. This is also a time when many engaged couples wed. Whether fasting, feasting, or partying at weddings, ask that believers will be asked spiritual questions, answer questions with bold confidence, and be blessed with new relationships during holiday visits and wedding celebrations.

 

Azeris of Azerbaijan and Georgia - (ah-ZER-ees) - During the COVID-19 crisis, when so many have been forced to stay in their homes, there have been many online gospel materials viewed. People are looking for both distractions and hope. Because of this, many who have little or no access to the gospel have seen the gospel presented in their language for the first time. Please pray that more and more Azeris will encounter these materials on social media and that they will watch the entire presentation. Please also pray that the gospel will bear eternal fruit in their lives and that they will put their complete trust in Christ.

Amazon Peoples of the Amazon River Basin - (AM-uh-zahn) - "Our work has been on a recent pause due to the COVID-19 crisis we have all endured. Please pray that we will use these last few months on the field wisely, before we go on stateside assignment. Also, pray for our local church as they continue searching for a pastor. Pray that they will not lose heart but stay united and on fire for the Lord."

 

Gene & Marilyn Ahrens – JAAR 
David & Rhonda Knox – Nepal
North American Mission Board – Church Planter – Redemption Community Church – Belleville, IL Mike and Sarah Whittymore – Pray for the city of Belleville.  Ask the Lord to spark revival and reach the nearly 30,000 lost people there with the power of the gospel.  
