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A Family of Exiles (Matthew 2; 1 Peter 2:9-12) 

Our identity is our defining reality in this world (v.9-10) 
1. Our first defining reality is that we belong to God (v.9a, 10) 
2. Our identity creates purpose: we bring people to God (v.9b)  
3. Our identity creates compassion: we were not, but now we are 
(v.10) 

Our defining reality changes how we live in society (v.11-12) 
1. A family can have a different culture that looks strange (v.11) 
2. But a family’s culture can draw others into it: what we do (v.12 
3. The church is to be a unique taste of God’s Kingdom on earth 

Bottom Line: As exiles, our different display draws our world 
to Christ.  

For those not yet living a Jesus-centered life: 
1. Receive a life-changing identity from God our Father 

For those living a Jesus-centered life:  
2. Write a statement of your purpose in God’s family: 

3. Present an alternative in your 3 places: 
      - Language: 

      - Service: 

      - Listening: 

      - Silence: 

How often do you think about this fact?
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What if “I belong to God” was your 1st 
thought in the morning, at work, in tough 
situations, in good situations?

How does the identity given to us in 1 Pet. 
2:9-10 create compassion in us?

What does compassion for “not-God’s 
people” look like?

We probably imagine an “alternative 
culture” was clear and obvious in Peter’s 
day, but what does that look like for us?

What areas of modern life are ripe for us 
to live an “alternative culture”? What will 
you do to live like that?

What changes in you when you think 
about belonging to God?

When have you surprised someone with 
an “alternative culture”? What was the 
result?

When is the last time you invited 
someone into our “alternative culture”? 
Whether into church or your group.

Can you share your statements of 
purpose with one another? How can you 
encourage one another with those 
statements and keep one another 
accountable? Commit to pray those 
purpose statements over one another 
regularly.

What will you do to present an alternative 
in these 4 areas (language, service, 
listening, silence)? Can you help each 
other imagine new ways to present that 
alternative in your 3 places?



Help me understand the Scripture we’re reading!
‣ What truth about God am I seeing?  
‣ How does He reveal Himself in this passage?  
‣ What can I learn about who He is or what He 

does?  
‣

‣ What details stand out?  
‣ What’s repeated or contrasted?  
‣ What’s odd or confusing?  
‣ What descriptive words are there? How do they 

shape the text’s meaning or impact? 
‣

‣ What is the central idea of the passage?  
‣ What was the author saying here?  
‣ Can you say it in one simple sentence?  

‣ How did God intend for His people to 
respond?  
• How did they respond to Him or what He did?  
• How should they have responded?  
• What was this text supposed to produce in them? 

‣ So how should I respond?  
‣ What should this move me to do? 
‣ What should this move us to do together?

EXTRA HELPS FOR GROUPS

Help me apply what we’re discovering in Scripture!
‣ What’s the clear take-away?  
‣ Is there a clear promise to count on, command to 

obey, or example to imitate?  
‣ Is there a sin to avoid or example to not repeat?  
‣

‣ What do we need to step into?  
‣ How have we avoided this truth? 
‣ What do we need to do now to conform to it? 
‣ Where do I not yet evidence belief or obedience 

to this part of Scripture? 
‣

‣ What do I need to surrender?  
‣ How do I need to trust God and walk forward? 
‣ What new reality do I need to accept and trust 

God with?  
‣ What costs do I need to embrace to obey? 

‣ Am I responding as God intended?  
• How did they respond to Him or what He did?  
• How should they have responded?  
• How should I be responding too? 
‣

‣ What accountability do I need?  
‣ How will I know when I’ve made this change? 
‣ How can others challenge me if they see me go 

backward on this belief / in this area? 
‣ How can they remind me of my choice today? 
‣

‣ What do I need to share?  
• Can I encourage a Jesus-centered friend? 
• Can I challenge a Jesus-centered friend? 
• Can I bring God’s truth or hope to someone not-

yet-Jesus centered?

Help our group start talking!
‣ What was most impactful from the 

sermon?  
‣ What stood out most? Why did that stand out? 
‣ What needs to change in you because of that? 
‣

‣ What was most confusing or unsettling? 
‣ What can we do to help you understand it? 
‣ What can we do to help you address that? 
‣

‣ Why is it so important that we get this 
<main idea> and act on it? 
‣
‣

‣ If we really lived in light of this truth, what 
would be different?  
• What would we do differently? Say? Think? Feel? 
• We may think we “get it,” but does each part of our 

lives reflect that? 

‣ How will you pray differently because of this? 
‣ How will you relate to God differently? 
‣ How will you engage with others (or your 

relationships, job, etc.) differently because of what 
you’re learning about God?
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