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How you share in the cross of Christ will determine everything (3:17-4:1) 
 

1. Pay close attention: the way you walk determines your outcome (3:17-
18)“17Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk 
according to the example you have in us. 18For many, of whom I have often told 
you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 
 

2. When you walk as an enemy of the cross of Christ… 
      - You only arrive at your own destruction (v.19a) 

18For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with  
tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their end is destruction… 

      - Your appetites overrule ethics (v.19b) 
…their god is their belly,  

      - Your self-promotion overrides true service (v.19c) 
…and they glory in their shame… 

      - You’re unable to see life from heaven’s perspective (v.19d) 
…with minds set on earthly things. 

 

3. Heavenly citizens live on this earth in Christ-anticipating ways (v.20-21) 
20But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 21who will transform our lowly body to be like His glorious body, 
by the power that enables Him even to subject all things to Himself. 
4:1Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 
firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.” 

 

Bottomline: True followers will pay any cost to live with Christ forever. 
 

For those not yet living a Jesus-centered life: 
1. Enter a new way of living through the cross of Christ 

 

For those already living a Jesus-centered life: 
2. Submit your appetites to Christ and renounce your disordered desires 
3. Choose to put others above your preference, reputation, and 

inconvenience  
4. Choose the hard way now to glory later 

  

1. Is there a command to obey? 

2. Is there a sin to avoid? 

3. Is there a promise to believe? 

4. Is there an example I need to 

follow? 

5. What new truth about God have 

I seen? 

6. What’s repeated? 

 

So… 

What do I need to surrender? 

What do I need to step into? 

What do I need to steward? 

What do I need to share? (either for my own 

accountability or to expand the Kingdom into others’ lives)? 

Did it surprise you to hear the “enemy of 

the cross” described? Did you see yourself 

in the description in any amount? 

 

Do you need help moving on from any of 

the appetites or desires you renounced? 

SMALL GROUPS 

QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN READING SCRIPTURE 

How many thoughts of superiority do you 
have in a week? How do you establish your 
superiority in your mind? What can you do 
to change the way you think? 

 

 

Have you paid attention to the “means” or 

only the “ends” of your faith in Christ? 

What defines the way you walk right now? 

 

What thoughts or desires have occupied 

your mind this week? Why those thoughts 

and not others? What have their effects 

been on your life? 

 

Can we keep you accountable on how you 

will put others above your preference, 

reputation, or inconvenience? 

How will you keep the resurrection in mind 

and choose the cross this week? 


