
The Loving Knowledge of Ministry 
 

Philosophy literally means loving knowledge. Philo is the Greek word for love, one of its many 
definitions, yes, and sophie is the Greek word for knowledge. It is not the love of knowledge that ought 
to ever define anyone’s ministry, although and unfortunately it does. Knowledge puffs up 100% of 
the time. Love edifies. Loving knowledge itself should never define a ministry, and neither does it 
define mine. Paul relinquished eloquence and knowledge that He might display the power of God 
through the word. Therefore, it is the loving knowledge that is gained through ministry, through the 
diakonia, that is to drive the diakonia of the word. Empirical service empowers effective speaking of 
the word. 

True diakonia is uniquely and ultimately sacrificial and invitational in that it persists in a life 
and even lifestyle that allows for and invites suffering into the life of the one who has or desires to 
have true knowledge of ministry. False knowledge is all intellectual. This is most of the type of 
knowledge pastors, ministers, leaders and shepherds offer the anatomy of Christ and many 
congregations across the land.  

Sacrifice and suffering are embedded and enmeshed, not ever separated in scripture. That is 
not the popular message of the church anymore, at least not the American church. Sacrifice is seen 
as punishment not opportunity. Suffering is seen as a malpractice of the faith when it is actually 
essential for one desires to live godly. All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer (2 Tim. 3:12). At 
best this is preached from the popular pulpits with large gatherings and followings, but ironically, it 
is avoided and uncharacteristic of the ones preaching. Lavishness and success are displayed. “This, 
too, can be you if you follow Christ as I,” is displayed across the banner of their life. 

Thus, American servants who desire the diakonia of the word are not led on this way even 
though the way of sacrifice and suffering were the normal and common ways in the greatest Servant 
of all, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To sacrifice is to suffer or else it is not a sacrifice. The cross 
that we are commanded to bear if we are true followers of Christ does not allow for any other 
interpretation. This is especially and primarily meant for anyone bearing the word.  

The knowledge of the diakonia is absorbed through experience that involves suffering. It is 
not an idea, contained in words or the mind, in the abstract. Flesh must be involved. Without 
suffering, there is no diakonia. There is what we have today: imitation and deception. Peter and 
Paul’s ministries of the word through preaching and teaching affirm and confirm this repeatedly and 
irrefutably. The word suffering is used 32 times in the New Testament, 22 of which belong to Peter 
and Paul. Paul, of course, bears most of those uses. He could not conceive of his diakonia apart 
from suffering (2 Cor. 6, 11). To minister was to suffer for him. The Spirit of Christ testifies to the 
sufferings of Christ (1 Pet. 1:11). If these apostles were not willing to suffer, they were not willing to 
minister. The church would have dissolved and dissipated before even developed. Maybe that is why 
the church is dissipating today. This is, of course, not the portrait we paint through modern 
ministries. Therefore most of what remains is counterfeit. Today, tragically, to minister is just 
another way to magnify the self, to demonstrate one’s spiritual capacity to others. It is the same 
pursuit of celebrity. 

But there is no such scriptural possibility or allowance of this approach portrayed or 
promoted through Paul’s life and literature that allows anyone in the diakonia of the word to 
estimate a life of exaltation from something, in its more purest form, is born in and blossoms 
through suffering. Yes, one must go out of his way to invite and initiate a level of sacrifice and 
suffering that will cause absorption through the flesh, through the experience of life if the fragrance 
of empowerment is to exude. What amazes me is the epidemic of cases of hyposmia or anosmia 
rampant in the church among the congregants, the listeners. They have lost their sense of smell, 
temporarily or completely. Many a pastor have become wealthy and weighty, achieving celebrity, by 



victimizing those in this condition. In the world this is called fraud. In the church, it is called great 
faith. If the world were real, authentically part of their lives, 2 Corinthians 5:11—Knowing, therefore, the 
terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God—would steer them to repentance and 
drive them down to expressed humility, undeniable and unmistakable before themselves and men. 
Someone of the diakonia is very well known, in truth or pretense, in sincerity or insincerity, in deceit 
and deception, before God. But that’s just it: the word is not their reality. Therefore, people are 
receiving delusion, in its most evil form, and illusion in its more ignorant. 

The duty and service of carrying out the commands of another, to proclaim and promote the 
religion of God among men as one who prepares and presents food i.e. a table waiter, a food 
handler or server, is secondarily a service of humility. Do you sense or see humility in the modern 
expression of the pulpiteer? The visible pastors do not, at all, exude or exhibit this. One must go out 
of their way to display this lest the word of God be dismayed.  

I think of the invisibles, the ones laboring quietly and unsuccessfully in the fields and farms, 
in the urban corners and untidy areas of society, in the smallest and seemingly most insignificant of 
churches, have no choice but to embody suffering and express humility. No choice. But where these 
virtues are lost. Then there becomes the issue of false humility. If suffering and humility were 
lacking, then the display of humility and suffering for appearance sakes’ alone would be 
contradicting their very reality. It would evoke pity and sympathy, maybe, neither of which are part 
of true diakonia. Paul boasted in weakness many times. He did not desire pity, not wanting to be a 
burden to anyone. It was his privilege to absorb these virtues that his life and word might be 
untainted: That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 
conformed to His death (Phil. 3:10). This knowing, this knowledge, is the knowledge of the diakonia. All 
else is stench.  

Thus, meal after meal, day after day, week after week, as a hunter gatherer, as a chef or 
restauranteur, as a cook in the kitchen, as a food delivery driver even, the diakonia of the word is 
prepared first through the preparer’s heart and life, and then outward through the preparer’s hands 
and language. The hearers, the body, are then filled, only to return hungry, not liking the taste at 
times, then loving the savory sweetness of flavors at others. This is the humanity, the flesh, that the 
tasters and consumers must crucify as mature disciples. Yes, some meals will be simple and bland, 
others five star, five-course catered cornucopias. However, all will be eaten and accepted if the 
minster of the diakonia has and continues to embrace the suffering of life that produces the pure, 
unadulterated loving knowledge of service. The learners, the disciples (disciple means student who is 
one who learns) will not be able to pinpoint how and why the Spirit continues to speak to them 
through this man, and neither will they be able to resist. This is how one should regard us, as slaves of Christ 
(1 Cor. 4:1). 
 Anyone still want to sign up? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part 2: Knowledge Applied 
 

Authentication, Authorization, Action 
 

“Only speak a word...For I also am a man under authority...When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to 
those who followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith! (Matt. 8:9-10) 
 

The loving knowledge of the ministry can be conveyed in three cogent, contemporary and 
concise parts. This is a personal application, of course. Others might have a different version of 
vision because they have been inspired through another scripture that carries through and allows 
one to convey the scheme of service. Nevertheless, the framework will most likely be similar. 

The service of the word comes as the centurion who says to Jesus, “Only speak a word...For I 
also am a man under authority,” (Mt. 8:9), to which Jesus responded in the next verse, “I have not found 
such great faith!” (Mt. 8:9). The knowledge of my ministry reflects one who is first, primarily, under the 
authority of God’s infallible and indefatigable word. This is authenticity. Authenticity bears 
authority, both of which I am under and which I might possess for the equipping, edifying, and 
establishing the body, the bride, the Beloved’s church in Himself.  
 
Authentication – Only Speak a Word 
 

The word of the Lord must be directly, personally and authentically spoken into my heart 
and life. I cannot give what I do not first get. This is antithetical to copy-paste sermons or preparing 
sermons to music at Starbucks with tabs galore open on the computer.  

Let’s go back to the obvious.  
The ministry of the word is a transmission of authority, first and foremost evinced in my 

personal revelation and regeneration in and through the authority of Christ’s atoning work. Said 
another way, I must authentically by saved, born again, made anew, having received the word of 
God as it is truth the word of God, in grace and power, and its revelation of Jesus Christ as my 
Lord, Salvation, and my God! The Resurrected One is now my one and only. We will be surprised to 
discover how many of the diakonia of the word are unregenerated. The declaration of the word—I 
am hopeless and depraved sinner who needs the reconciliation of the ministry of Christ on the cross 
of calvary for the redemption of my soul—is my utmost reality. It must be everyone who is a bona 
fide believer. What the says about me and all things is accurate, true, timeless and eternal, as it must 
be fore the likeminded who share a like precious faith. Perhaps one of the major problems among 
the church is that we teach so many versions, authenticity among faithful adherents are among a 
great mockery and fraudulency. 

Authentic regeneration through the revelation that Christ speaks of—Matthew 11:25: At that 
time Jesus answered and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things 
from the wise and prudent and have revealed them to babes; Matthew 16:17: Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven; 
and Luke 10:22: All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the 
Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”—must be both 
a literal and spiritual event and moment in actual time that will be evinced in the temporal world and 
continue into the eternal if it is authentic. As we are born in a moment in time from our mothers, so 
are born anew in a moment in time from our Father.  

This event is not climactical; it is seminal. That is, it is the moment that germinates the life that 
I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave Himself for me. I enter the kingdom 
of God and heaven through this event and life in this kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. Warning: 



if there is no continuance, there is no evidence. If there is no evidence, there was never a faith of 
substance to begin with. Too many ministries are allowing people to believe that a vain prayer or 
emotional and passionate proclamation with minimal substance to the life of faith thereafter is an 
authentic saving faith. It is not.  
 
Authorization – I am also a man under authority 
 

As stated, the ministry of the word is a transmission of authority, from the Father to Christ, 
from Christ to me. From here, secondly and secondarily, I can speak a word, in fact the very word 
of God, of Christ, the Logos that I might edify, equip and establish the body, the bride, the 
Beloved’s church in Himself always and primarily under the authority of the word myself. I must live 
under the authority of that which I presume to admonish others to do: calling others to Christ and 
to abide continuously with Him i.e. to commune with Him and thereby live in community with 
others who are of Him. We call this church. True church is true community, not a subsect of 
society. Individually and independently, filially and relationally, domestically and professionally, and 
then collectively and ecclesiastically, we are to live in, under and out the commandments of God. 

If we are His body (Col. 1:24), and He is the head (Col. 1:18; Eph. 5:23), then we bear a 
great, galactic and global responsibility that is our predominant way of life in the temporal and 
continues into the eternal. This is what is meant by the kingdom of heaven being now. Preaching 
“getting” or “gaining” heaven as a means of gospel evangelism is unbiblical and heretical, probably 
the greatest in the church today. It has completely diluted the entirety of the gospel’s good news 
because it deceives many who will later bear the bad news: “All those who say ‘Lord, Lord’ surely will not 
see the kingdom of heaven.” Authenticity is the pinnacle and the falling dew drips through the authority 
transmitted from Christ to the shepherd, minister, pastor. 

Thus, His authority determines our anatomy. Again: His authority must determine our 
anatomy. Therefore, our theology—what we think about God, how we learn the scriptures from 
God, how we live in God among each other—determines His anatomy, His body. His authority 
must determine and direct His anatomy personally and practically, as well as and corporately, 
collectively and communally. Theology becomes so important., and I do not at mean seminary 
theology. I mean the public theology spoken to the people. That’s the true theology. The seminary 
papers, ideas, thoughts, etc. are often changed, eradicated and discarded in the marketplace when 
prosperity or popularity become viable options for a shepherd. Or, worst case scenario, the public, 
marketplace theology promoted is precisely the seminary theology. I already know how true this is as 
well. 

But, the reality is, our theology of His authority as Lord and Savior of our eternal and 
temporal lives is dismissive of the fact that eternality and the contemporary must always be 
conjoined. To dissect them is to prove one has dissected themselves from their own faith and faith 
claims of salvation, loving Jesus, trusting God, etc. So many teachers are teaching a promiscuous and 
permissive gospel that somehow the Head who is Christ requires very little of its own anatomy, His 
body, of which every single convert, disciple and congregation are automatically are if they call on 
Christ.  

In simple reality, the mind and the head require much from the neck down even to function 
at a basic level throughout the day. Unfortunately, the anatomy of Christ, the church, lives apart 
from its own head save for a weekly convocation. Imagine if the head and the body connected for a 
couple of hours weekly. Theology, both good and bad, are effectual. They determine the direction 
and demonstration of His anatomy. The church, each of us individually, communally and collectively 
demonstrates the theology of the pastors and leaders of today. Or, many seem to be demonstrated 



rogue theology by going at it alone, on the Internet, or apart from a the community of Christ. These 
admissions are confessions of an unscriptural individual, by the way. 

That is why the entire scriptures must be expounded and expressed—line upon line, precept 
upon precept—the sense being given in clarity and accessibility to and for the people, that they 
might be equipped and edified for every good work. How do so many churches refuse and resist this 
easy way of convocation? His authority, found in His word, determines our anatomy; our theology, 
declared at face value in the scriptures, defines His authority over our lives. Or lack therefore.  

Mt. 18:18 bespeaks every more clearer now: Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Why not bind ourselves to every word of God from 
the primary leader and heralder? Every church must theologically commit to its shepherds, pastors 
and leaders teaching the anatomy everything that is in the word. That will keep a community busy. 
This is one way that it means to rightly divide the word of truth as teachers, pastors and leaders. It is 
heartbreaking and heartwrenching to see and hear, to know what is occurring out there with the 
false doctrines and teachers, the pretentious prophets and peddling preachers of today, and how this 
can so easily be remedied with a line-upon-line, book-by-book, cover-to-cover teaching architecture. 
Instead of mining the already revealed theologically presented plainly in the word, the leaders—sub-
heads of the Head, if you will—of His anatomy are peddling, practicing and promoting their personal 
theologies and pet doctrines that undermines Christ’s authority and, most often, pad their pockets. 
 
Action – Jesus...said to those who followed. “I have not found such great faith!” 
 
 Action is the intentional, sacrificial, communal and continual expression of ourselves as we 
consciously and actively seek to make disciples. This is a must and must be the focus of our lives. 
This is our primary action immediately after remaining authentic before Christ.  

We begin action by uninterruptedly maintaining our lives of community and in community, 
regularly and daily (Acts 2), not merely weekly. We move across lands for a job that we must show 
up to daily, but we will not move across a few blocks or miles to be in community with one another 
regularly and daily. Yes, both require intentional sacrifice. That’s the point. 

Loving one another community, in the home and church, is done my mimicking the easy 
and natural way of the home. Just as families daily, weekly, monthly and yearly returning each day to 
one another after going out into the world to accomplish, achieve, produce and labor, etc. so the 
church ought to. Maybe it for a small meal that day only, but that breaking bread in community 
maintains a necessarily stability among people. Yes, the church family should be an extension of and 
a like-expression of the home and family. People eating, praying and sharing together and kids 
playing together. This must be restored to the church. The church instead promotes itself in practice 
as a societal option, another entity or something to be a part of. Not a family unit. Not the essential 
part to build life around. It is disgusting to hear the words, “You are family” but see there is no 
resemblance to true family life in nary a church out there. To date, I cannot think of one in my 
mental feed of hundreds. Let us be clear: the intentional, sacrificial, communal and continual 
expression of ourselves is a design, a labor, a work in and of itself. It is also a biblical demand!  

The action part is the third tier, the highest level, as we live out the commandments of God 
as we are commissioned to do and to commission others to do so i.e. make disciples. Disciples are 
made when they witness a sacrificial community loving each other and are invited in to get an 
answer to, “Why?”  

Admittedly, this has never been done nor will it ever be done with pointed fingers. Each 
individual has a will and arguing someone into the kingdom is unscriptural, unbiblical, and flat out 
ungodly. Not even God Himself forces anyone in! That would violate authenticity. No. Instead, we, 
as individuals in sacrificial and sincere community, demonstrate our authenticity principally and 



continually through example and expression. This is Acts 2 and the Lord adding to the church 
community where disciples are made in communal family atmosphere. Does the church at all, today, 
resemble family? Not in the least. A disciple now does not come from or invite anyone to a 
community. Acts 2 was about new, startup communities surfacing throughout the regions.  

The very expression of our lives in community amidst a crooked and perverse generation, in 
these present days and current age of evil, are to be 1 Peter 2:12 among them: Keep your conduct among 
the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God 
on the day of visitation. A commissioned community of commandment keepers seeks to make disciples 
of others as they are. Plastic saints generate plastic saints. A purified people beget the real deal: other 
purified people.  

We must see that action is expression, and that our expressions are anything and 
everything—in word and deed—that come from us. The action point is commitment to conscious 
expression of Christ in all we do, where we go, and how we live. A lifestyle of intentional action in 
community is the only thing the scriptures allow for. That our theology has permitted many to be 
outside the community comfortably is errancy.  

In the end, it is God who adds to the church, but it is His church that permits or prohibits 
this addition. Fulfilling our commission of making disciples through us requires a simple, hearty 
keeping of His commandments individually, interpersonally, domestically, relationally, societally and, 
most importantly, in our (New) covenant community, and from here, the adding to will occur 
through our expressional lifestyle. 


