
SESSION NINE
PASTORAL CARE IN
HOME CHURCHES



TEACHING - WHERE DO WE START?

Please watch video 9 - Esther Uppal speaks on what Pastoral care looks 
like in Home Churches. There is not just one pastor who is responsible 
but we are all responsible for those around us.

READING/HEARING - WHAT DOES THE 
BIBLE SAY?

Read Acts 2:42-47 and Acts 4:32-35  
1. What did church as family mean to the first disciples?
2. Why is the context of a home the best place for pastoral care?

Read 1 Peter 5:1-11    
1. Which aspects of Peter’s instructions are a surprise?  Why is that?
2. Why does humility matter?
3. Is it a relief or a pressure that people will copy your example?

DISCUSSING - WHAT DOES IT MEAN
IN PRACTICE?

1. “Jesus prioritised relationship over activity … community changes 
life, not programmes and events.”  What would this look like in your 
Home Church?



ACTING - WHAT DO WE DO WITH ALL THIS?

1. Collect examples of how members of your natural family have shown 
care for one another - what would all these look like if your Home 
Church was truly acting as family?

OTHER RESOURCES - WHERE ELSE SHOULD 
WE LOOK?

AN MATERIALS
• ‘How people change’ - summary paper by Chris Horton (please ask if 

you would like a copy)

BOOKS
• How people change - Timothy Lane and Paul David Tripp
• Humility: True Greatness - C J Mahaney
• Making Disciples: How Did Jesus Do It? - Tony Pullin
• Mentoring Matters - Rick Lewis
• Organic Leadership - Neil Cole

2. James 1:19 urges us to listen more than speak: why?
3. What sort of things need to be considered when someone is ready 

for baptism (i.e. they have submitted their life to King Jesus!)?
4. What sort of things need to be considered when a couple want to be 

married - what about an unmarried couple who are living together 
happily and don’t see the need to be married?

5. How do we point people to Jesus when they are overwhelmed with 
their needs?



REFLECTION

Make a note of what struck you out of the talk and the workbook:
1. What was the most surprising or ‘new’ thing for you?
2. What was the most important thing you noticed or thought about?
3. What do you need to find out more about, in scripture and in 

conversation or other research?
4. What do you need to pray or do, to be more ready to lead a Home 

Church?
5. If you are going through this course on your own, who will you share 

these reflections with?  Ask them to pray for you and to follow up in 
future how you have taken the actions.  

END OF SESSION NINE


