JUSTICE
A periodic newsletter of the Justice Team of Trinity Church (UMC), Savannah, GA

Editor’s
Note
This issue of
Justice focuses
on one specific
problem of justice
in the United
States: racism.
The reason for
Tom Madron
this emphasis is
that we have seen
in the last few weeks a number of
protests brought on by the unequal
treatment of people of color in the
United States. Our articles in this
issue therefore highlight racism and
starts a discussion of what it means
to all of us. The first article, by the
Rev. Ben Gosden, is an overview of
the issues; the second article, with
comments by Trinity members
Cynthia Harry and Gena Mitchell
portrays personal descriptions
concerning confrontations with
racism; and the third is a description
by Kody Jones of his experiences
with the Savannah protest march on
May 31. Each article is signed by
the author(s) providing an email
address so that you may ask
questions directly.
Tom Madron
thomas.madron@gmail.com

Turning
Points
Trinity Church has,
for some time now,
been a church
where inclusion
and love for all
people is at the
Ben Gosden
heart of how we do
church. Inclusion is one of our “core
four” values And I believe the vast
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majority of our members and attenders
would say that our inclusive stance is a
big reason why they choose to drive
downtown and fight for parking just to
be a part of this church.
But, in the midst of the most intense
racial tension in our country in the last
30 years, we find ourselves at a turning
point. It is no longer acceptable to
stake our future on merely avoiding
racism. We must begin to explore what
it means to be anti-racist. Ibram X.
Kendi writes, “The only way to undo
racism is to consistently identify and
describe it—and then dismantle it.”
And, for our majority white church,
this will mean confronting things like
white privilege and the systems that
implicitly benefit white people over
people of color.
You will notice that this issue of the
Justice Team Newsletter focuses a lot
of attention on racism. I hope you read
it in its entirety. This will not be the
last you read or hear about such
material. Our Justice Team is working
on a set of resources to help us take
steps to learn and become anti-racist in
our daily lives. We also have members
who will take a course together on
implicit bias. If you are interested in
engaging in this work along with our
Justice Team members, please let us
know. But know that this work will
have an impact on our church and the
way we do all ministry. I also invite
you to lean into the discomfort you will
feel when you engage in this work.
That discomfort is a sign of growth.
Don’t be afraid. God is with us in this
difficult and holy work.
Ben Gosden
bgosden1982@gmail.com
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Personal Reflections

Cynthia Harry

Please Note:
This “article” is
actually two short
essays by two
members of the
Trinity Justice
Team, Cynthia
Harry and Gena
Mitchell. With
these essays
Cynthia and Gena
recount how
racism has
affected their
lives. Reflect now
with Cynthia and
Gena.

Gena Mitchell

My Journey for Justice
The words have been hard to find at
times, they have often been replaced
with tears. There are times of feeling
hopeless and helpless. I must say that
my experience with racism has been
minimal compared to other AfricanAmericans. My parents never had to
fight for my education, nor have I
experienced trouble with the law.
Just a few examples where many
African Americans have experienced
racial injustice. It is 2020, I would
have never thought that I would be
facing the same racial injustice as my
parents, grandparents, greatgrandparents. As the emotional cloud
is slowly lifting, I am asking God
what do I do? I am reminded of my
great-great-great uncle William Still.
He was an African-American
abolitionist and writer. He is best
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known for helping slaves to freedom
via the Underground Railroad. His
book,“The Underground Railroad:
Authentic Narratives and First-Hand
Accounts”, tells the stories of the
many slaves that risked their lives
for freedom. As I look at the work of
Uncle William (and many like him)
and the racial injustice I see today, I
am compelled to join in the move
towards justice for all; no longer can
I remain a bystander. I am not 100%
sure how to go about taking action,
but I have decided that I will listen,
like my uncle did, to those who have
experienced racial injustice. Educate
myself through reading and open
dialogue and joining in with those
who are on the same path to ending
racial injustice.
Cynthia Harry
cstillharry@gmail.com

Racism From Gena’s Point
Of View
When I moved back to Savannah in
1993, I felt I was walking back in
time. Racism was so blatant, and I
figured out in a hurry that I had to
work ten times harder than a white
person to get a job even if I have
more education than a white person.
I have been over-looked for
positions, yet was told my education
could get me far. A white woman
with only a GED became my
supervisor. Then the job had what
they termed “Black Friday”. That
was when around ten Black people,
doing the same job as White people,
were fired, even though their
numbers were higher than the White
employees. I wanted to boycott but
the remaining Black employees were
afraid. I felt what was the use of
telling my children education was
important if mine didn’t do me any
good because of the color of my
skin. Lately, I’ve been more
concerned about the two black men I
have raised. Regardless of how
respectful and hard-working they are
they have been racially profiled. I
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have had to sit my sons down and
plead with them to always make sure
the police can see their hands and don’t
reach for anything unless asked. I have
also spoken to them about the
importance of not wearing hoodies.
There are days when I am in constant
prayer for my sons. I know what kind
of men I’ve raised but the color of their
skin makes them a target and it is very
scary.
Gena Mitchell
burgena.mitchell@gmail.com

This was the first protest that I have
attended. Mourning, anger, deep
sadness, exhaustion, and hope could
all be felt at any given moment.
Hope struck me the most. Hope was
present with all of the young people
and children joining together to make
their voices heard. Hope was present
by the many allies protesting
alongside our black and brown
sisters and brothers. Hope was
present in that George, Breonna,
Ahmaud, and the countless other
deaths might not be in vain. Hope is

Savannah’s Protest for
George Floyd
The recent murders
of George Floyd,
Breonna Taylor, and
Ahmaud Arbery
brought to light the
all too familiar
struggle our nation
has with racism,
police brutality, and
white privilege. On
Kody Jones
Sunday, May 31st,
thousands of Savannahians, including
several Trinity members, joined
together in protest over the murders
and injustices that people of color face
daily.

Savannah Protest Photo by Kody Jones

believing in lasting change. It is
LGBTQ+ Pride Month and I would
be remiss not to mention the
incredible contributions of Black
Transgender Women in the fight for
LGBTQ+ equality. Without their
leadership in fighting police brutality
during the Stonewall Riots, I doubt I
would be married to my husband
today. Let us continue to fight for
our black and brown sisters and
brothers and their innumerable
contributions to our church, nation,
and world.

Savannah Protest Photo by Kody Jones
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Here is an article on how Black
Transgender Women were leaders in
LGBTQ+ history.
Kody Jones
dkjones007@gmail.com

Page 2 of 2

