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Our Tribute to Pastor Tom Smith! 
 

 
Tom Smith, Ops Leadership Team, Connections Pastor, Resurrection Life Church, Grandville, MI 

 

BELONG BELIEVE BECOME 
 

   
Pastor Jesse Cabrera 

 

Dear Pastor Tom. First of all, I am so grateful 

to you. Even though I have known you for 16 

years, these last four years I feel we've 

connected. You have always given me the 

grace to take charge of the music ministry at 

Reload and I so appreciate that! You are a 

great Pastor, Mentor and Friend.  

I'm so glad you encouraged me to go on "The 

Return". You never pushed me to go, you just 

gave me the opportunity, and I'm grateful for 

that. Thanks so much for your leadership and 

always be willing to talk about anything. You 

are a true friend! God Bless you and love in 

Christ.  ~~ Bruce Niemchick 



   
 

    
 

     
 

     
 

    



 

I honestly can say when I grow up I want to be just like 
Pastor Tom Smith. He carries such a big heart for all of Gods 
people. He leads them to truth and applies wisdom while 
showing them truth. A true man who is quick to listen and 
slow to speak, one of the reasons why I look up to him. 
 
It is evident that Pastor Tom Smith has the spirit of a father. I 
think about Abraham and Jethro who carried that same heart 
in the scriptures. In many ways Pastor Tom Smith is a Jethro 
in my life, who shares a lot of his wisdom to help me walk in 
this life.  

 

But I also see the heart of Abraham in him. Abraham was known to be the father of many nations. Pastor 

Tom Smith is known as a spiritual father to many men. He is our fearless leader and God’s humbled son. 

I am eternally grateful to have Pastor Tom Smith in my life.  ~~ Pastor Jesse Cabrera 

 

 

I've known Pastor Tom for over 20 years since I first started coming to the Men's 
Reload ministry. I was in search of mentorship and relationships with real men who 
walked the walk and didn't just talk the talk. Pastor Tom was one of those men. Over 
the years he's poured into me as a man and modeled character, patience, 
commitment and Godly wisdom. He's encouraged me to answer the higher calling on 
my life as a Husband, a Father and a Friend. I wouldn't be the man I am today 
without him pouring into my life. Thank you Pastor Tom for your leadership, 
obedience and making a difference in my life.  

~~ Mike King   

 

 

What I appreciate most about Pastor Tom Smith is his encouragement in my 

life.  Years ago Tom brought Pastor Moses Alexander and me together where 

my company could invest some time and talent to update Acts Gospel Church 

on the West side of Grand Rapids.   
 

Though the introduction of Pastor Moses, God planted a seed in my heart to 

raise money for what we then called the stove project.  Pastor Tom allowed me 

to give the vision to the Res Life Reload men’s ministry, together we raised the 

money needed for the stove purchase and installation.  The stove has provided 

meals for about 55,000 plus meals to date.  
 

This started many years of working together and collaborating on many ministry 

projects.  Unknown to me at the time—God was giving me a heart for the inner 

city and its people, loving on the unwanted in our society. 
 

Pastor Tom’s decades of ministry experience and wisdom makes him the go 

guy to answer questions that many of us have.  ~~ Mike Cooley 

 
 

 

 

We love Pastor Tom because he leads by example and he clearly focuses on raising 

up leaders around him and within our Reload group. We can share endless 

examples of him encouraging others to step up and take the lead in sharing their 

testimonies and the word that is on their hearts. Tom’s commitment to building God’s 

kingdom by encouraging others, believing in them, and helping them into leading 

rolls is what makes our band of Tuesday morning brothers stronger each week. 

Witnessing his walk allows each of us to better serve God, our families, and our 

community. Thanks Pastor Tom!!  ~~ Brian Clinger 

 



 

 

 

Everyone in life has that person who leads you, pushes you to be better, and has your 

back. This is Tom Smith!  

 

Tom thank you for you honesty, faithfulness, integrity, wisdom and friendship. You impart 

all of these into my life. You are a faithful man of God. Tom, I wish you nothing but the 

very best in life. Thank you for being that “BIG PART” of my life.   

~~ Randy DonGiovanni  

 

 

 

Pastor Tom!!!  Hey, I was really excited to be able to 
let you know just how much I appreciate your desire 
to see others grow in God.  
 
Thank you for being the man you are. Thank you for 
walking in the path God has set for you and for being 
the example of Godly leadership!!! You are a humble 
man who thrives in seeing others grow into the men 
they were designed to be. THANK YOU for your 
commitment, your wisdom and your desire to 
continue to sow into the lives of others!!!  
God's Best!!!     ~~ Yago Williams 
  

 

 

Pastor Tom Smith is one of the most authentic and 
humble leaders I have ever had the chance of 
witnessing and working alongside. Over the past 8 
years of working under his leadership, he has done 
everything in his power to champion myself, my 
wife, and our marriage forward into the dreams and 
visions the Lord has put on our hearts. Our marriage 
and ministries have been deeply enriched by Tom's 
wisdom and counsel. He moves mightily in the 
prophetic and often has a timely word for a situation 
that speaks beyond simply wise counsel and into the 
affirmation, confirmation, and comfort of the Father's 
heart. What a joy it is to be submitted to a leader 
that is so in tune with and submitted to the heart of 
the Father! You just can't make this stuff up.  

 
That's one-half of Tom... The other half is a bit wilder (I think there is a song for that.) It's not that he has 

multiple personalities, but perhaps multiple volumes to his personality. If you know T. Smith, then you 

know he is a fun-loving prankster that laughs often! But the joy is he has a brilliant way of bringing the 

entire atmosphere into the humor and satisfaction of the current moment. Our meetings can go from 

deeply ministerial to gut-wrenching laughter at the drop of a hat, and surprisingly it never seems to be out 

of place or insensitive. I think it is part of the deep charm that Tom has in creating environments of safety 

and trust.  

 

My life will be ever impacted and changed because of who Tom is, and who he has been to me. A friend 

to laugh with and enjoy each other's company. A wonderful leader who models from a place of 

vulnerability and discernment. A wise sage that always has a story to give my wrestling a place of rest 

and comfort. And a father who always sees Christ in me the hope of glory and champions me forward 

from that place and to that place. What a wonderful individual to have in your corner!  Thank you, Pastor 

Tom! I love you deeply and feel your love just as intensely.  ~~ Nick Mayo 
 



 

Though he is my supervisor, or manager... or oversight... I 

cannot help but think of him more as a friend. He is my true 

friend.  He has always had my back. Both through the best 

and the worst of times. I know for a fact that he will always be 

there. On top of that I have always felt that he saw the best in 

me. He saw my potential more than my current position. 

Through my years of working with 'The Bishop' [as we call 

him] I have been encouraged over and over by him. I know 

that personally I would not be who I am without the time and 

energy that he has invested in me.     

If I could only say one thing, I would say that Pastor Tom is an investor. He has a gift of seeing the gifts 

and the calling that God has on others. And more than that he has this keen ability to encourage them to 

reach for it. He has this ability to walk on the mountain tops with you and also through the valleys. 
 

Thank you Pastor Tom for being who God created you to be. I am encouraged by you. I am blessed to 

have you as a friend.  ~~ Pastor Tim Gilleo 

 

 

Tom, I appreciate your heart for ministering to men.  Reload has changed my life and the 

lives of a lot of men, thank you for leadership.  It’s been a blessing to get to know you and I 

appreciate your friendship.  I’ve also appreciated your heart for the lost to continually see 

God’s kingdom advance.   

 

The Lord bless you in all that you do for Him!  ~~ Gregg Glutting  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Pastor Tom.  

God Bless! 

 

~~ Norm Van Polen 

~~ Jim Curtis 

  

 

 

I have known Tom for about 20 years working together as 

pastoral staff at Resurrection Life Church.  He is friendly and 

outgoing.  Tom is a great loyal friend who will stick with you 

through the challenges of life.   He has a lot of life examples 

to draw from and has mentored many men through 

ministry and through business, as well as in family 

situations.  He is good at asking questions and then 

listening to understand whatever the need may be.  He is a 

straight shooter and will give you direction and wisdom from 

his heart.  

 

He loves to have fun and joke around, but has a caring, serious side too.  He is always encouraging and 

you walk away from him knowing that he believes in you and that "you can do it". He is a person that 

builds and connects people to vision and the solution.  You can depend on him to speak the truth with 

love and encouragement.  He is the kind of friend that is valuable to have, and has been a tremendous 

blessing in my life.  ~~ Pastor Merle Bremer 

 



 

I have worked for and with Pastor Tom for 26 years. And 

yes, that's a long time! During that time I have learned so 

much from him. Pastor Tom has such a calm personality 

that during harried times at work I've been able to draw on 

that for strength and peace. Listening to him as he listens 

to God and trusts that he hears that Voice has helped me 

to grow in ways I never would have otherwise.  
 

Tom loves people. His ministry always reflects that, as do 

the decisions he makes at work. He is always thinking 

about how his decisions will affect others and show them 

how much God loves them. Tom has a deep desire for 

others to come to know Jesus as Savior, and for those 

who do know Him to grow and find who God has called 

them to be. He always has time to listen, to pray, and to 

guide. And fun. We can't forget that. Tom loves to laugh 

and enjoy life in a way that draws others in.  

Personally, he has helped to shape the person I am today and I am so thankful that God has placed him 

in my life.  ~~ Vicky Sluiter, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Pastor Tom when I think of you, I think of someone that stays on course.  You care about 
others and are always there to help them grow.  Offering direction, counseling, showing 
concern, praying, and loving them.  God has gifted you in many ways.  You have a sharp 
wit, great laugh, love of your fellow man and an ability to speak even if not prepared.  You 
are always open to help wherever needed.   
 

I and many others appreciate all the work you do to keep Reload going.  Praying, lining up 
speakers, follow up, etc.  And in the many other areas at church that we don’t know about. 
Thank you for serving Him and us!  We love and appreciate all you do.   
~~ Mike Sofia  

 

 

Pastor Tom Smith. A common name but an uncommon man. He loves the Lord with all 

his heart and is a man willing to share his faith with anyone at any time. Tom is always 

willing to spend time and conversation with you on pretty much any subject but is at his 

best when sharing that faith. A man with great vision to not only cast that vision but to 

engage those who embrace the vision and are responsible to implement the vision. A 

friend, a mentor, a caring and kind gentleman. A Leader who is as good with his mind 

as he is with his hands. He is highly valued and appreciated by many! I am truly 

honored to call him friend.  ~~ Dave Murphy 

 

I have known Pastor Tom about 15 years and have interacted in many capacities.  I have never seen him 

“rattled” – always Mr. Cool – particularly during the pandemic. He is a great communicator, famous for 

telling everyone, “that the Gospel is not complicated” and “today is the day of salvation”.  Several years 

ago, he took on leading Reload. It became complicated during the pandemic. Try explaining to 200 

hungry men that there will be no breakfast for a while.  Pastors Tom and Merle took time out their busy 

schedule to visit me in the Hospital after my bike accident.  He did a great job bringing us our “Leaders 

for Christ” Bible school for which we were inaugural graduates.  He was also very involved with 

coordinating the Men’s “get always” through Grace Adventures.  
 

Everyone knows the worst job in the world is moving someone into a new home.  One time Pastor Tom 

and I were helping a Reload table leader move and table leader broke his arm the night before.  Yikes!  I 

thought since Pastor Tom and I were the only guys there, we were in for a long day.  But Pastor Tom 

must have some great powers of persuasion, because he convinced two perfect strangers to give up 

there Saturday and help out!  ~~ David Haan 



 

My first encounter with Pastor Tom Smith 

was when I and my entire family were 

baptized many years ago.  In that encounter 

he prayed over myself, my wife, and my 

children.  His prayer was powerful and set 

me on course that God used to land me in 

full time ministry 25 years later.  Tom is an 

encourager and someone who breathes life, 

wisdom, and vision into all he leads and 

serves.  His investment into men and families 

has and continues to impact families across 

our community.  He has also led our church 

in the focus on ministry to the city and those 

who are underserved and in need.   
 

His role on our Operations team brings him the opportunity to use his vision and passion for people and 

has helped shape our ministry focus over the last several years.  Tom is a friend who you can count on, 

a mentor who guides with the wisdom and power of the Holy Spirit, and he is a co-laborer in the Kingdom 

who is fun to work alongside.  ~~ Al Kerkstra, Executive Pastor 

 

 

Pastor Tom. I don’t know if I have ever met someone who has 
been so faithful and so unmoving toward God and the 
relationships God has placed in his life.  Tom is a ROCK.  Truly 
steady and unmoved!  The last several years I have been in a 
stage in my life where God has given me more leadership 
responsibility where I just need to care for and impact dozens of 
people.  As a young leader, you never really understand in the 
beginning how challenging and fragile that is.  Like any young 
leader, you want to do your best and a do a good job.  You also 
don’t fully understand what it is going to take to love people well.  
You don’t understand how important it is to have someone in your 
life who has the Heart of Father God to be in your corner while 
also being able to share his wisdom to guide you through these 
stages of leading people.  As I have walked this journey the last 8 
years, I have seen God explode his influence having been 
responsible for loving a lot of people well.  

 

Inside of this, I have now encountered so many situations or challenges with leading people well, I have 

just not known what do.  That is where I absolutely marvel about how blessed I am to have Tom in my 

life.  He has been there with me through all of it.  He makes himself available to me in a moment’s notice 

to guide me through and provide God’s wisdom to me. 

 

Tom is a leader of leaders and now even a wise sage of sages.  A father of fathers.  What is remarkable 
about this is his deep humility and servant leadership.  Unfortunately there are a lot of talented leaders in 
the body of Christ, but several of them have lacked the humility of Jesus.  Tom is not one those people at 
all. He truly never seeks to exalt himself, ever.  He is always giving God credit.  Seeking to focus on the 
mission and getting the job done to love people well.  Tom is one of those best kept secrets.  Because he 
has done so much for the Kingdom of God.  He has poured into and invested into so many powerful 
leaders that have impacted thousands, but you would never know it!  Tom is the kind of guy who leads 
by example.  He is a guy who is not afraid to get in the trenches and get his hands dirty in loving people.  
With this he has been a faithful man to his amazing wife Holly for decades while also being a loving Dad 
to his sons!  I honestly look at God’s plan in my life and where God has taken us.  And there just is no 
way we would be where we are in this journey without our relationship with Tom.  My wife is my true 
powerful co-leader by my side, knows Tom and adores him as well!  Leah and I both have been so 
blessed to sit at the feet of Tom Smith and experience his loving presence as a Father!  We love him so 
much and just can’t thank God enough for allowing us to know him and put him in our lives!  We are so 
grateful to you, Pastor Tom, we love you so much!  ~~ Greg and Leah Molchan 



       
 

 

Pastor Tom has become a close friend and dear brother 
in Christ as we have been walking together in the 
Reload Men’s Ministry for seven years. I am there every 
Tuesday morning with rare exception.   
 

In the early days of my involvement at Reload, an issue 

arose that Pastor Tom needed to talk with me about 

privately. I was very impressed with his willingness and 

ability to have a crucial conversation. Tom’s directness 

was filled with grace, mercy, and compassion. During 

and after that conversation my respect for Pastor Tom 

grew deeper and our friendship grew stronger. It is 

wonderful to know I have a friend in Tom who loves and 

respects me enough to tell me the truth even when its 

uncomfortable. 
 

I thank God for Tom’s wife Holly, who graciously and generously gives Tom the freedom to minister to so 
many people. Tom is a constant encourager in my life. He is always glad to see me and he always 
makes me feel special and valued. He has recommended great books to read, and in April he 
encouraged me to participate in “The Return.” I went “All In” on the “Heroes Return” July 14-18, 2021. It 
was absolutely amazing! I will share more about my experience in the November Newsletter. Tom has 
invited me to speak at Reload on several occasions, which is always a great honor. I am one year older 
than Tom, and we have fun sharing the same last name. We are “The Smith Brothers”—in Christ!! 
   

 

Life is short.  

Time together is important.  

Laughter is a gift from God and it’s good for the soul.  

Celebrate the gift of laughter with the people you love and cherish. 

Don’t wait.  

Don’t delay.  

Make time to laugh together today! 

 

Thank you for partnering with us to advance the Kingdom of God 

through your prayers and financial donations. 
 

Please make checks payable to:  

PastorCare West Michigan 

8056 Burlingame Ave. SW  

Bryon Center, MI  49315   

Donate Securely Online: www.pastorcarewm.org 
 

Pastor John and Sue Smith  

jsmith@pastorcarewm.org       

Cell:  616-304-8543 
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