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I’m So Glad I’m A Part of the Family of God! 
 

 

 

 

In 1976, Sue and I went to a Bill and Gloria Gaither Praise Gathering 

in Indianapolis with my Mom and Dad. We remember everyone singing 

together, I’m so glad I’m a part of the Family of God! 

 

This is our first Christmas without any of our parents. They have all 

gone home to be with Jesus in heaven. My Dad and Mom and Sue’s 

Dad all went to heaven in 2021. We miss them every day. We are 

forever grateful to be part of the continuing legacy of their families. We 

always remember their focus was never exclusively on our immediate 

family. Our immediate family was incredibly important to them, but they 

always placed even greater value on being part of the family of God!  

 

Dates Our Parents Entered Heaven 
 

Doris VanderBroek (Sue’s Mom) Age 87, May 31, 2015 

Kathy VanderBroek (Sue’s Step-Mom) Age 83, December 6, 2015 

Wes Smith (John’s Dad) Age 96, March 29, 2021 

Cora “Co” Smith (John’s Mom) Age 94, July 19, 2021 

Rev. Ken VanderBroek (Sue’s Dad) Age 97, December 6, 2021 

 

         
                Doris       Kathy  Wes       Co    Ken 

 

Please join us by inviting the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart through the lyrics of this old song. 

 

I'm so glad I'm a part of the Family of God, 

I've been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 

Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, 

For I'm part of the family, 

The Family of God. 

 

You will notice we say "brother and sister" 'round here, 

It's because we're a family and these folks are so near; 



When one has a heartache, we all share the tears, 

And rejoice in each victory in this family so dear. 

 

I'm so glad I'm a part of the Family of God, 

I've been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood! 

Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, 

For I'm part of the family, 

The Family of God. 

 

From the door of an orphanage to the house of the King, 

No longer an outcast, a new song I sing; 

From rags unto riches, from the weak to the strong, 

I'm not worthy to be here, but praise God I belong! 

 

I'm so glad I'm a part of the Family of God, 

I've been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His Blood! 

Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod, 

For I'm part of the family, 

The Family of God 

 

When I married my Pastor’s second oldest daughter it brought our two families together in many 

wonderful ways. Our parents were friends with each other before and after the wedding. All of our 

brothers and sisters already knew each other. I have one older sister and two younger brothers who are 

twins. Sue has one older sister, two younger sisters and three younger brothers. Sue’s sister Carole is 

one year younger than my sister Linda. Sue’s youngest brother Tim, is the same age as my twin brothers 

Jim and Jeff. We have been part of each other’s families for over 50 years. Because of busy lives we 

only have family gatherings a few times a year. At every family gathering (Smith and VanderBroek) there 

are lots of smiles and laughter because we enjoy being together (most of the time).  

 

 
Sunday, October 17, 2021 Celebrating Dad VanderBroek’s 97th Birthday, Tim’s back yard in Hudsonville. 



 

 
Dave, Steve, Marm, Tim, Ruth 

Carole, Dad, Sue 

 
Most of the VanderBroek Extended Family (Photo by John) 

Andrew & Elise, Liam & Nolan arrived after their naps, a few minutes after the family photo was taken. 



Sue’s family asked me to officiate at Dad’s funeral service because I am family and I have known Dad 

the longest and the best. I was honored to be asked and I spent Wednesday morning (Dec. 8) preparing 

the message and working out several details for the service. Sue had a headache for a few days and 

with the funeral coming up she decided to take a home COVID-19 test. It was positive. Then she went to 

Spectrum West to have an official COVID-19 test at 2:00pm. Sue was quite certain she has COVID so 

we finalized arrangements late Thursday afternoon for another pastor to officiate at Dad’s funeral 

service. On Thursday evening (Dec. 9) at 8:58PM Sue’s official COVID-19 test result was positive. Once 

again, (like what happened with my Dad’s service) Sue and I are not able to attend her Dad’s funeral 

service and another pastor will lead the service. 

 

One of the things I love about our ministry with PastorCare is the multitude of ways it expands our 

involvement with the Family of God! My passion is being available to Shepherd the Shepherds and 

Sheep in their moments of need. I never know what their issues will be or what emergencies may arise. 

Rather than having a program that I bring people through, I prefer to meet them where they are, and 

explore ways to deal with whatever they are facing.  

 

Sometimes people reach out to me when their pastor or church has let them down. On December 8, 

2021, I was contacted by a parent whose child is living in another state. Her company was threatening to 

terminate her job if she wasn’t fully vaccinated by a certain date. They gave her two weeks to put 

everything together that they required to be considered for a Religious Exemption. One of the 

requirements was a personal letter on official letterhead from a religious organization validating her and 

her request for a religious exemption. She is involved with two churches in her area and she was certain 

either or both of them would be willing to draft and sign such an official letter for her. She became 

disheartened when both churches said they were unwilling to make such an official statement. 

 

 
 

December 9, 2021 was the final deadline for her daughter to submit all of her documents requesting a 

Religious Exemption. She sent me her daughter’s contact information and asked me if I was willing to 

help. I immediately emailed her daughter and said I would be honored to help her. She sent me a copy of 

her letter that she had already sent to her company requesting her religious exemption. When I read her 

letter I was deeply moved by the depth of her Christian faith and convictions, and the level of her 

understanding of what is at stake in this battle. She is a young woman of courage, conviction, and 

principle, who is living out her faith in very tangible ways. 

 

I am very impressed with her letter to her company.  

 

Good Afternoon- 

 

I write this email requesting exemption from the vaccine requirement placed on the employees of 

XXXXXXX as it violates a sincerely held personal religious belief. 

 



I cannot receive a COVID vaccine because to do so violates my sincerely held religious belief that in 

doing so I would be cooperating with and complicit in abortion- the ending of an innocent life;  

and that would constitute a sin against God and a violation of his commandments. As a Christian I 

believe that life begins at conception and ends at a natural death. All currently available COVID vaccines 

use cell lines originating from aborted children in their manufacturing or testing.  These words are not 

frivolous to me; I have personally lived this creed in my own life.  

 

At the age of 19 I found myself unexpectedly pregnant. I was in college, a full time athlete and worked a 

part time job as a bank teller to pay my bills and tuition. Life was not easy. I had no family support- 

neither financial or emotional and this life that I had created threatened to derail all that I had worked so 

hard to accomplish and my grandiose plans for the future. This was not in my life plan. Furthermore, the 

father of the child made it clear in every way possible that he wanted nothing to do with the situation that 

he had helped create and that I was on my own. It was at this traumatic moment in my life that I made an 

extremely difficult decision based on my religious beliefs; one that would forever affect not only my life 

but also the life of my unborn child. Psalms 139:13 "For you created my inmost being; you knit me 

together in my mothers womb. I praise you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made." It is not only my 

sincerely held religious belief that abortion is murder; my life has DEMOMSTRATED this. I have attached 

a photo of my daughter; who was released for adoption the day that she was born. She lives a beautiful, 

full life because of my personal belief system. I judge no one for their beliefs and I only request that you 

do not ask me to violate not only my beliefs but my life creed.  

 

For the reasons stated above I am requesting religious accommodation under Title VII The Civil Rights 

Act of 1964 as well as section 381.00317 Florida State Statute (see attached) and further request that no 

adverse employment action be taken against me on the account of my religious beliefs.  

 

After I read the request she sent to her company, I called her on her cell phone and we had a great 

conversation. She thought it would be most helpful to her cause if my letter was in alignment and 

agreement with the case she made and the reasons she gave. I agreed completely. I wrote a two page 

letter which included this statement: Her body was created by God with the free will to choose what goes 

in it. She has been in counsel with me as a Ministry leader about this. That is why I am writing this letter 

on her behalf. As the CEO and President of the Board of Directors of PastorCare West Michigan, I fully 

support her decision and I affirm that she is in alignment with our ministry’s beliefs.  

 

I am glad I had the opportunity to put this in writing under the PastorCare West Michigan logo as our 

official letterhead. I dated the letter December 8, 2021 and signed it with my official titles and degrees.  

 

I have no problem with those who want to be vaccinated. I let people make their own choices. But I 

strongly oppose the agenda to force and mandate everyone to be vaccinated. Personally, I prefer to 

strengthen my immune system through vitamins and natural supplements. I believe that God created me 

and my body as a temple to Him. He gave me free will to put things in my body at my discretion and not 

to be forced to put something in my body or take something out of it, under threat of punishment. Being 

forced against my will to put something potentially harmful into my body is a clear violation of my 

religious right. I believe that God gave me an immune system that is capable of protecting me and my 

fellow man from this virus and no other outside intervention is needed. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “Do you not 

know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? 

You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.” (NIV) 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 “Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells 

in your midst? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, 

and you together are that temple.” (NIV) 

 

In both of our extended families, there are some who are totally in favor of the COVID-19 vaccines, and 

there are some who are totally against it. Wisdom is learning to honor and respect these differences in 

our families and in the Family of God.   

 



 
 

Sue and I wish you and your family a very Merry — fun filled Christmas and New Year!! 
 

 
   

  

Thank you for partnering with us to advance the Kingdom of God through your 

prayers and financial donations. 
 

Please make checks payable to: PastorCare West Michigan 

8056 Burlingame Ave. SW   Bryon Center, MI  49315   

 

You May Donate Securely Online: www.pastorcarewm.org 

Cryptocurrency is also accepted — see details on the website. 
 

Pastor John and Sue Smith  

jsmith@pastorcarewm.org      Cell:  616-304-8543 

Photos by Aaron & Sarah Seaberg   www.crownedcreativestudio.com 


