
     September 2020 
 

Shepherding the Shepherds & Sheep 
 
It is hard to believe fall has arrived already. Summer always goes by too quickly. Fortunately I love the 
weather, the smells, and the colors of fall in Michigan. I hope it is beautiful where you live also. 
 
Two years ago we changed our logo tag line from Helping Pastors Soar to Shepherding the Shepherds & 
Sheep to clarify that we provide care for pastors as well as for believers who are not pastors.  
 
Recently I was contemplating changing the tag line in the PastorCare West Michigan logo again with 
newer, less archaic language. I came up with a list of options and ideas and shared them with Sue. Each 
of the options had possibilities, but none of them jumped off the page as being the one. 
 
So I asked the Holy Spirit during my Time Alone with God to speak to my heart and spirit as I read 
several passages of scripture. After I finished reading all of the scripture passages for the day I received 
a prompt from the Holy Spirit. Stay with Shepherding the Shepherds & Sheep. Yes, Shepherd and Sheep 
language is archaic and Biblical language. That is precisely why I want you to keep it and continue using 
it. Using Biblical language and Biblical scriptures must remain at the core of PastorCare West Michigan.  
 

 
 
An article written by my friend, Pastor Bob Russell in April 9, 2013 describes the characteristics of a good 
shepherd with Jesus as the model from John 10.   

1. Taking Time to Listen 
2. Offering Protection 
3. Sacrificial Actions  



 

Pastor Bob Russell elaborated on the need for offering protection.  
 
The New Testament identifies three types of wolves that will kill, steal and 
destroy unprotected sheep. 
 

1. False teachers (Acts 20:29) 
2. Grossly immoral believers (1 Cor. 5:1-2) 
3. Those who are repeatedly divisive (Titus 3:10) 

 
Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's 
clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. (ESV) 

 
Both Shepherds and Sheep are being attacked in the church by these three types of wolves in sheep’s 
clothing. They will do everything they can to kill, steal, and destroy. 
 
Whether you are a shepherd or a sheep, PastorCare West Michigan is here to help you deal with wolves 
in the church as we shepherd the shepherds and sheep.   

1. Taking Time To Listen 
2. Offering Protection 
3. Sacrificial Actions 

 
PastorCare is not a replacement for your pastor. We come alongside to help and supplement your 
pastors in providing care for shepherds and sheep.   
 

 

You have direct access to Pastor John Smith—a seasoned, 
gray haired, (no beard), Shepherd Pastor who cares enough to 
listen as long as you need to talk. He will coach you and guide 
you as you work through the issues you are struggling with. 
Confidential conversations occur on the phone from the 
privacy of your own home, online through ZOOM, or you can 
choose to meet face to face if you are in West Michigan.  
 
(616) 304-8543 
jsmith@pastorcarewm.org 

 
Shepherds & Sheep are encouraged to give us a call when: 

• You are being attacked by one of more of those three wolves. 
• You are feeling lonely, anxious, or afraid. 
• You don’t want to burden someone in your church with your problem. 
• You would be too embarrassed to share your dark secrets with someone you will see at church. 
• You want to process your feelings and your hurts with a safe and confidential person.  
• You want to share your thoughts with someone not emotionally connected to the situation. 
• You want to consider options and possibilities with an out-of-the-box creative thinker.  

 

 



 

Those of you who have been following our story know the 
house we purchased in August 2018 could have and 
should have been condemned because of the worst 
mouse infestation professionals have ever seen. But God 
— in His amazing wisdom and providence told us to stay 
so we could watch Him demolish what was corrupted and 
rotten, cleanse and disinfect everything that remained, and 
rebuild it better than it was before. In so many ways it is a 
miracle house where transformation happens because 
God is involved. Serval people have told us they feel the 
Spirit of God moving in this place. 

 

 

Sue and I have officially named our house — THE 
GRACE PLACE — in honor of the name God gave 
me for our ministry on Sunday, February 17, 2002. It 
is a special place, here on earth, where people can 
experience God’s grace with skin on. 
 
I had so much fun using a piece of walnut (my 
favorite wood), on my ShopSmith scroll saw (my 
favorite tool), as I created this free standing 
ornament declaring the name God chose for our 
house. 
 

 
I grew up in a modest house my Dad built by himself on the west side of Kalamazoo, MI. My Dad was an 
electrician. It took him a whole year to build the house for our family. He worked on the house every night 
after work (sometimes until midnight), and every Saturday. Sunday was reserved for worship and rest.  
 
I still have fond memories from my childhood going down to the basement with my Dad to build some 
project in his small workshop. His table saw was in the middle and he taught me how to use it. 
 
Many years later, on a Saturday in May 1979, I happened to see an infomercial on TV featuring 
ShopSmith woodworking tools and a live demonstration at Maple Hill Mall in Kalamazoo. I called my Dad 
and he said he would go with me. The ShopSmith Mark V is a five-in-one tool that was engineered for 
small home workshops to make woodworking simple to learn. We were both amazed and excited 
throughout the demonstration. We each purchased a ShopSmith Mark V and a band saw.  
In mid-June Sue, Sarah (6 months old) and I moved to West Sayville, Long Island, NY where I had 
accepted my first call to serve as the Associate Pastor at New Life Community Church. We uncrated my 
ShopSmith Mark V while we were getting settled into the rental house in West Sayville. 
 
During my twenty-three years of pastoral ministry and New Live, I had so much fun in my woodworking 
shop making gifts for family, friends, and members of the church. 
 
In August 2002, when we moved back to Michigan I brought my tools with me and put them in storage in 
my brother’s barn and my cousin’s barn. After a year of renting we purchase an amazing house and my 
Dad and I built my dream woodworking shop. 
 
In 2010 we had to file personal bankruptcy. In 2011 we lost our house to foreclosure and moved into a 
rental house in Kentwood. Once again all of my ShopSmith woodworking tools, cabinets, and 
workbenches when into storage, this time in my brother-in-law’s barn in Hudsonville. This was very 
emotional for me. I loved woodworking and I really liked my tools, cabinets, and workbenches. 
 



While I was on staff at the Pregnancy Resource Center for six and a half years I loved the fact that we 
started every new year with a two day Prayer Summit. On January 3, 2017 we were all given a prayer 
journal to record our prayers and thoughts and conversations with God.  This is the entry from my prayer 
journal. DAY 2  Prayer Summit 1/4/2017 9:45AM. Holy Spirit prompt  Bless Eric Verstraete with the gift 
of most of my woodworking tools and equipment stored in Tim’s barn.   A blessing for Eric and his 6 
sons! 
 
A few weeks later, Eric and Rachel and their six sons backed up a 24’ enclosed trailer to Tim’s barn. We 
filled the entire trailer, front to back, with my ShopSmith tools, cabinets, and workbenches. They were so 
excited they said their words were not adequate to express their gratitude for the gift I had given to their 
family. Eric made it clear that I was welcome to come to his house to use the tools any time I wanted to. 
 
In late July, 2020, my son Andrew asked if I would help him make a surprise gift for his wife. It would 
require use of my tools at Eric’s house. I contacted Eric to make sure it would be Ok. A short time later I 
left a voice message on Eric’s phone saying that if he ever needs more room in his shop, please think of 
me first for any of the tools, cabinets, or workbenches that might need to be cleaned out.  We talked on 
August 6 and Eric said they weren’t using the ShopSmith tools and they were in the way for making 
tables and other big projects that were their specialty. He said he would gladly return them to me.  
 
On August 17, 2020 I spent the morning at Eric’s house in Greenville, walking his property, seeing his 
house and workshop, and hearing his dreams and ideas for the future. Eric was able to keep the 
cabinets loaded with supplies as well as the workbenches and tables to turn his shop into a professional 
looking production shop for making dining room tables and bigger projects. We drove to our house in 
Byron Center and unloaded the tools and cabinets and moved them into my shop in our backyard. 
 

    
 
We are excited to announce a new service in our ministry for those who live in the West Michigan area.  

THE GRACE PLACE WORKSHOP 

    



It doesn’t matter if you are experienced or inexperienced with woodworking. You will enjoy the 
opportunity to make something special for someone. I would love to have you bring your daughter or son 
along with you. It is a great way to make memories together. I will also be taking photos and videos to 
preserve your memories. In my experience, a workshop is a great place to have deep conversations 
about important matters in life. I don’t have all the answers. However, I am a very good listener. 
 

I have wood you can use—or you are welcome to bring your own. 
Contact me soon to schedule an appointment. 

Donations to PastorCare are encouraged. 

   
Imagine Hands-On Projects & Conversations 

In the Presence of THE Master Carpenter 

    
 
We always practice safety in THE GRACE PLACE WORKSHOP. We want everyone to keep all ten of 
their fingers. We will do most of our projects on the scroll saw because it is the safest tool in my shop 
and you can make really fun things with it. 
 
Our son Andrew recently moved into a rental house with a basement. He is so excited to have space to 
set up his first workshop! Eric had an extra solid panel door and a small conference table top that he 
gave to Andrew, and I had two sets of steel legs for building his first two workbenches.  
 

   



   
 

Andrew can hardly wait to make projects in his workshop with his sons, Liam (almost 3), Nolan (7 mo.). 
 

    
 

Andrew will start adding tools to his workshop as he is able to. I’m sure there will be tool suggestions on 
his Christmas list this year. Don’t tell Liam, but Andrew already has a little work bench with tools for Liam 
so he can be working in the workshop with Daddy. 

 
Yes, I did mention the word Christmas and a Christmas list. Once again it will be here sooner than we 
can imagine. Maybe this fall some of us will spend time making Christmas gifts for family and friends in a 
woodworking shop. That certainly sounds like fun to me! I hope some of you will join me! 
 
Both of these stories give clear testimony once again to my favorite saying: God is in the Delays! 
 
Enjoy the splendor of God’s creation as the landscapes are painted with an array of colors in the trees! 
 

 

Angela Denison, Chief Inspiration Officer 
     Cell: 616-304-3890 
     Email: adenison@pastorcarewm.org 
 
John & Sue Smith, Chief Encouragement Officers 
     Cell: 616-304-8543 
     Email: jsmith@pastorcarewm.org 

 

Thank you for your prayers and financial support! 
Checks payable to: PastorCare West Michigan 8056 Burlingame Ave. SW Bryon Center, MI  49315.   
There are instructions on the PastorCare West Michigan website donation page for Zelle® and PayPal. 
www.pastorcarewm.org 


