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REAL CARE Pastor Small Groups 
 
One of the mistakes I made while serving as a pastor on Long Island was not developing deep, personal 
friendships with a small group of pastors where we could be real, open, honest, and transparent with one 
another. I was always too busy with all of the responsibilities and time commitments in an active, 
growing, outreach focused church. At the nineteen year mark, I finally faced the reality of my own 
loneliness and need for deep, authentic relationships with a couple of pastors I could trust with my life. 
 
When I launched PastorCare in the West Michigan area in January 2005, I focused all of my efforts on 
Confidential Coaching with one pastor at a time, or one pastor and their spouse. In early 2019 Carlos 
Hidalgo challenged me to start forming Pastors Small Groups in addition to my one on one Confidential 
Coaching. When I met with his son, Jay Hidalgo a few weeks later, I shared with him what his Dad told 
me. Jay said, “He’s right.” From that point on, I started asking pastors if they had any interest in 
participating in a pastors’ small group. Many said yes, and I started our first group on June 3, 2019. 
 

   
 

PastorCare Small Groups are Relational, Encouraging, Authentic, Loving, Confidential, Affirming, 
Respectful, and Enduring. Pastors are personally invited to join a small group by Pastor John.  
 
I am very glad I attended the Re-Courage Conference at Ada Bible Church on February 6-7, 2020. 
Pastor Jeff Manion and Pastor Gordon McDonald were the main speakers. We also enjoyed a panel 
discussion on The Habits of Longevity with Author Susie Finkbeiner, Rev. Nathaniel Moody, Brown 
Hutcherson Ministries, and Sarah Eggerichs, Love and Respect Seminar Speaker. 
 

     
Not only was I blessed and encouraged, but God also answered the prayer of my heart to connect me 
with a few shepherds and sheep who were attending and desired some confidential coaching. 



Sue and I spent Friday afternoon and evening on February 7, celebrating Dad’s 95th Birthday!  

     
I love watching Sue have fun with my parents! She loves them and they love her so much!! 

     
We celebrated Dad’s birthday on Sunday afternoon at my brother Jeff and Amy’s house in Kalamazoo. 

     
On Friday evening, February 21, I was the speaker at the African Community Fellowship Couple’s 
Empowerment Night. Unity in Marriage; Experiencing True Connection. I shared words of wisdom I 
received from my parents that afternoon reflecting on 73 years of marriage: 

• Have fun no matter what you are doing—working and playing. (Dad) 
• Enjoy humor with each other, not at each other. (Mom) 
• Listen when spoken to. (Mom) 
• Include the Lord and all will go well. He will get us through anything we face. (Mom) 
• Prepare for changing your life. Wife and family first. (Dad) 
• Always a date night—once a week preferably. (Mom) 
• Always find the good in each other. (Mom) 
• I’m 95 and still learning. (Dad) 
• Listen to each other’s hearts. (Mom) 
• Enjoy today—it’s the only day that is promised to us. (Dad) 

 Prayer Requests: 
1. Discernment and obedience of Holy Spirit promptings 
2. Pastors accepting my invitation to participate in REAL CARE small groups 
3. A significant increase in financial supporters and Prayer Warriors 
 

 

Thank you for your prayers and financial support! 
Please make checks payable to: PastorCare West Michigan 
8056 Burlingame Ave. SW Bryon Center, MI  49315.   
You may also donate using PayPal through our website: 
www.pastorcarewm.org 
 
Pastor John Smith, President & Chief Encouragement Officer 
jsmith@pastorcarewm.org    Mobile: 616-304-8543 
To God be the Glory! Pastor John and Sue 

 


