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Bringing Joy to the World  
During the COVID-19 Pandemic! 

 
2020 has been a crazy, difficult year filled with chaos, confusion, fear, uncertainty, and unrest, triggered 
by a global pandemic. How will you remember 2020?  J.M. Berger, in an article for The Atlantic shared a 
few possibilities: “The year we spent alone.  The year we spent online.  The year so many died.  The 
year of protests.  The year of QAnon.  The year of domestic terrorism.  The year of the election.”  You 
may remember 2020 as, “The year of not knowing.  Is it safe to send my kids to school?  Can I go to the 
store?  Should I vote by mail? Do I still have a job?  Is it safe to go to work?  Can I afford to stay home?  
Is it safe to exercise?  To fly?  Do I still have to wipe down the mail?  The groceries?  What does the 
CDC say about that?  Can I trust the CDC anymore?” 
 

 
 
You may have lost your job, your company, or a loved one. We are so sorry for your losses. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What the world needs most is JESUS! 



After being back in our house now for a year, Sue and I finally reached the point where we had the time 
to start hanging pictures.  We had boxes full of photos, pictures, and plaques that had not seen the light 
of day for several years.  I had forgotten about this plaque that bears my name John Wesley. My heart 
was touched when I saw on the back the handwritten note from my Mom. 
 

   
 

Sue had the brilliant idea of asking our PastorCare Board members and ministry team members to share 
some of the things they have done to bring joy to the world during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
What have we done to bring joy to others? 

1. We remain “open” as a church!   We continue to be wise and careful, but the great need of so 
many right now is to be in community.  We have found that holding regular services has brought 
more joy to others than we could imagine. 

2. We have provided rides for those undergoing treatment.  We have several families affected by 
chronic illnesses.  Something as simple as providing a ride to treatment has brightened their day. 

3. Celebrating with downsized family gatherings.  “Less” is not synonymous with “none.”  We 
continue to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries, just on a smaller scale.   

4. Sharing scripture.  If, as we believe, God’s word is actually living, then what better gift can we 
give than the encouragement of scripture.  Pastor John has led the way in this—for which he is 
most blessed.  Let’s keep passing God’s word along and let it do what only it can do—bring life! 

 
Pastor Dave Guerrin, Manna Fellowship Church, Holland, MI, PCWM Board Secretary 
 
 
Through our nonprofit (Living In Fulfillment Everyday), we were able to secure a total of $55,500.  With 
that money we have been able to provide funding for:  

• Daycare 
• Food 
• Medical expense 
• Transportation  
• Mental Health Services  
• For people who have been affected by COVID-19. 

On Dec 19th we will be hosting our annual Christmas Basket giveaway; serving 200 families per year. 
 
Pastor James Stokes, New Life Tabernacle COGIC, Grand Rapids, MI, PCWM Board Vice-President 
 



 

Talking about what I've done to bring joy to others is 
a challenge. I'll list a few things that come to mind: 
1. I emptied a storage unit that held about $10,000 of 
supplies, equipment and furniture. I gave it all to 
someone who has a small business that could use 
it...for $1,000. 
2. I donated about $8,000 worth of clothes to a non-
profit - suits, sportcoats, trousers, shoes, and 
sweaters. 
3. I spared 3 senior executives from stresses and 
anxieties associated with working with a junior 
executive.  I stepped in and facilitated an almost 
miraculous turnaround in their relationship and in the 
professional and personal life of the junior executive. 
 
Blessings! Renwick Brutus, Shepherd Guide 

 
 

 

Sharing stories of what I have done during this 
pandemic to bring joy to others is hard to say.  I just 
do little things each day as Holy Spirit leads.  Each 
day has opportunities to bless others.  I pray that I 
get to bring joy to others every day in my daily living.  
I love greeting people and acknowledging them with 
a smile a hello how are you.  I enjoy complementing 
people for the positive things I am seeing.  Whether it 
is someone in a grocery store or somebody working 
with the public.  How they handle a guest or a 
customer.  The joy they have when they greet others.  
I let them know I appreciate them—I see them—I 
actually see them and what they are doing.  This has 
been a season like no other.  God-created us for 
relationships.  God-created us to see the emotions 
people feel and share the touch they need. 
 
Joyfully! Angela Denison, Shepherd Guide 

 
 

      
 
Sue and I felt prompted by the Holy Spirit to provide gift Turkeys for Thanksgiving dinner to families who 
would benefit and be blessed by receiving a free turkey.  We called our kids asked them who they knew 
who would benefit from a free turkey.  Sue contacted a co-worker who does a lot of ministry with inner 
city families in need.  In total we identified 25 families.  So we made a donation to PastorCare to cover 
the cost of purchasing 25 turkeys.  With each turkey we also included a gift copy of Cecil Murphey’s book 
When God Turned Off The Lights.  Sue enjoyed a wonderful time delivering the turkeys and engaging in 
conversation with the families who were so thankful and appreciative. 



Are you having fun in life and ministry? 
 

Has someone or something stolen your joy? 
 

Are you tired of doing life and ministry feeling alone? 
 

Are you crazy enough to find joy and laughter in the midst 
of the COVID-19 Global Pandemic? 

 

Welcome to PastorCare! 
 

 
Angela Denison, Sue and John Smith, Renwick Brutus 

Aaron and Sarah Seaberg captured this joyful spontaneous moment with this incredible photo! 
(www.crownedcreativestudio.com) 

 
We Believe Every Pastor is Essential. 
We Believe the Church of Jesus Christ is the Only Hope for the World. 
We Believe Every Pastor Needs a Pastor at Some Point. 
 
The Adversities and Stresses of life and ministry can become Overwhelming, leaving Shepherds 
and Sheep Discouraged, Cast Down, or Burned Out.  When things are Going Great, Shepherds 
and Sheep need someone who is Caring, Confident, and Confidential to Brainstorm Ideas and 
Discuss Strategies with. 
 
When PastorCare Walks Alongside you as a Shepherd Guide, We Listen as long as it takes, we 
Ask Great Questions, we Encourage, Empower, and Protect you, so you Thrive as a Beacon of 
Hope in your community. 



 

Diane Spicer is one of the most amazing people I have met 
in over 40 years of ministry.  God has used Diane and her 
story to invite so many people into a saving and transforming 
relationship with Jesus Christ.  Sue and I love Diane dearly 
and we consider her to be part of our family! 
 
I had the privilege of reading the final draft of Diane’s book 
before printing.  It is powerful!  I highly recommend it to you! 
 
I received an email notification early on December 9, as I 
was finalizing this Newsletter, that Unmasked is now 
available for purchase—just in time for Christmas! 
 
AMAZON.COM IS LIVE!!!! for OUTSIDE Australia orders 
-- Kindle version (FREE) and Paperback!! Thanks for 
waiting.... Order today for Christmas!! woo-hoo!!! Go to 
my website to order: https://www.dianespicer.com OR 
direct to Amazon 
Please like, share and leave reviews!! 
amazon.com/dp/0645014605 
 
I am absolutely certain God will speak to your heart in a 
powerful and personal way through Diane’s true story. 
 
I am placing my order today.  I encourage you to place your 
order as well. 
 

 
 

 

Thank you for your faithful prayers.  
Please remember us with your year-end giving. 
 
Please make checks payable to:  
PastorCare West Michigan  
8056 Burlingame Ave. SW Bryon Center, MI  49315   
Donate Securely Online using PayPal or Zelle®  
Donate Online Now 
www.pastorcarewm.org 
 
Love and Blessings to you!!   
Shepherd Pastor John and Sue Smith 

 

Merry Christmas &  
Happy New Year! 

http://amazon.com/?fbclid=IwAR09oZ39P24OBAZiSq6p4bJ1x_RPk9hGcbCqoZ93piRUxdPZGe15ORKnkds
https://www.dianespicer.com/?fbclid=IwAR3b5T6GGXS1_MSmaKjz8VLuhkFrrvjCsBbmnx_8zVkPengg-quwpTnh8nY
http://amazon.com/dp/0645014605?fbclid=IwAR2OvMsovc_0uVJovhsCrLQoIVmEdpRm5dWONtpLH11v_CPy2N_0AXSPOOI
http://pastorcarewm.org/get-involved/donate/

