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Grieving Complicated by COVID-19 
 
Grieving the loss of a precious loved one is always a difficult and painful process. In the midst of the 
Coronavirus COVID-19 global pandemic, so many families had encountered and endured even more 
complications with their grieving process because of the restrictions imposed because of COVID-19. All 
of our normal processes with visitation, funeral, memorial, and graveside committal services have been 
completely disrupted with mandates not allowing large gathers, imposed social distancing, and even 
wearing masks that hide our facial expressions and non-verbal communication. 
 
Death stinks! Not being able to comfort one another with hugs, kisses, and holding hands stinks! Having 
to wait months to have a memorial service stinks. Not being able to have the visitation and services 
where and when and how you want to stinks! Putting people at greater risk of exposure to COVID-19 by 
paying their respects to family and friends stinks! I believe there is emotional and therapeutic value 
simply in naming it. 
 
My heart goes out to every person who has lost a loved one in recent months. My heart also goes out to 
funeral directors and funeral homes that have being doing their best in the midst of the restrictions. My 
heart also goes out to pastors and church leaders who have been put in the awkward position of making 
some very difficult decisions. 
 

 
 
Allen Jay Scholten was married to Sue’s sister Carole. He died at dawn March 21, 2020 in AZ, after 
struggling with recent health complications. We all loved Al very much and it was really hard not knowing 
how or where to express it. Al is deeply missed by all of his family and so many friends. 



 
His memorial service was scheduled for Saturday, August 8, 2020 at their church in Holland, MI where 
they were long time active members. Just a few weeks before the service, Carole received a phone call 
from the church, informing her that a decision had been made and she would not be able to hold Al’s 
memorial service at the church because of COVID-19 restrictions. 
 
We understood how difficult it was for the church to make and communicate that decision. We don’t 
blame the church. However, it was one more unexpected emotional challenge to deal with. But God is so 
good! He made a way for Al’s life and memory to be honored in an extraordinary way. 
 

When the Church said No —  
Gilmore Car Museum said YES! 

 
Gilmore Car Museum was a special place in Al’s life. He was one of their top volunteers and mentors of 
young mechanics. When they heard about the situation, they opened up their grounds free of charge for 
a memorial service on the lawn under the shade trees.  
 

   
 

 



A sign of true love and friendship was on display throughout the service. The 1950 Studebaker that we 
had seen in Al’s garage for so many years in its not quite finished condition, became a project after Al’s 
death, for a few of his close friends to complete it for him. Carole was able to find all of the remaining 
parts and they finished a work as a tribute to the man we all loved and respected. 
 
Al was born in Graafschap, MI, the youngest child of Alfred and Jeanette Scholeten, who both died in a 
car accident when Al was five years old. 
 
Al graduated from Holland Christian High School; certified in all areas of automotive tech training, but 
began hands on learning with neighbor’s farm tractors and equipment at 10 years old. He drove for Big 
Dutchman in the days of truck convoys; he worked big equipment putting in gas pipeline all over West 
Michigan; then settled down as a mechanic at TerHaar Venhuizen dealership, now Crown Motors in 
Holland. 
 
He was sought after far and wide for his exceptional automotive knowledge, which he enjoyed sharing 
with all. Thought he wasn’t one to preach his faith, he lived by the Ten Commandments and Golden 
Rule—always doing for others. He could fix anything as was glad to do it! 
 

 
 
Al and Caole loved showing their cars at car shows all over America. They had such fun dressing tin the 
customary style corresponding with the year of the cars they were showing. 
 

Our God is Bigger and Greater than any 
Complications Caused by COVID-19! 

 



    
 

    
 

Rev. Dr. Timothy Brown, a family friend for decades, gave the message. Rev. Jess Scholten, Al’s 
daugher-in-law, and one of Dr. Brown’s former students at Western Theological Seminary, shared 
memories from Al’s children and grandchildren. 
 
One sad reality of the change of date and venue for the memorial service was that two of Al’s grandson’s 
were unable to attend. They live and work out of state and purchased plane tickets with the understaning 
the service was scheduled for Saturday, August 8 at the church. They were sorry they were not able to 
attend the service honoring their grandfather. 
 
Sue and I filmed and photographed the entire service so those who were not able to attend at least have 
the opportunity to watch it on video.  

 

   



   
 

Al enjoyed being one of the key members of a team of men who restored the GM Futurliner. He was one 
of the people who showed it at car shows all over the country. 
 
The GM Futurliners were a group of custom vehicles, styled in the 1940s by Harley Earl for General 
Motors, and integral to the company's Parade of Progress—a North American traveling exhibition 
promoting future cars and technologies. The engine is a Buick inline six with a ten speed transmission. It 
weighs 13 tons. 
 
After the memorial service all the guests were invited to tour the entire Gilmore Car Museum at no cost. 
 

   
 

Vander Broek Family Christmas Party 2019 

   
 
 



 

Rev. Ken Vander Broek (95) was physically and mentally 
healthy enough—but he wasn’t able to attend the service 
for his son-in-law because of the risk factor of exposure 
to the COVID-19 virus, and risk for residents and staff of 
the nursing home where he lives. 
 
There are so many untold stories of the anguish and 
plight of our senior saints in residence facilities, nursing 
homes, and rehab facilities. It has been devastating to so 
many because of the isolation, and restrictions about 
visitation and interaction with family and friends. 

 

 

We truly are sorry for all of the families whose grieving 
process was complicated and interrupted by the 
disruption of everything we considered to be normal. 
 
You or one of your family members or close friends 
may be struggling with your faith and wondering where 
God is during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
We don’t pretend to have all the answers. But we do 
have a gift book to send you that might be very helpful 
at this time. We would like to send you a copy of Cecil 
Murphey’s book as a thank you gift for any financial 
contribution you make to PastorCare West Michigan. 
 
When you make a financial contribution please 
include the name and address of the person you 
want the gift book mailed to. 
 
Award-winning writer Cecil Murphey is the author or co-
author of more than 100 books, including the “New York 
Times” bestseller 90 Minutes in Heaven (with Don 
Piper) and Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story (with 
Dr. Ben Carson). He’s also the author of When 
Someone You Love Has Cancer and Christmas 
Miracles, both 2009 releases. Murphey’s books have 
sold millions and have brought hope and 
encouragement to countless people around the world. 

 

 

Angela Denison, Chief Inspiration Officer 
     Cell: 616-304-3890 
     Email: adenison@pastorcarewm.org 
 
John & Sue Smith, Chief Encouragement Officers 
     Cell: 616-304-8543 
     Email: jsmith@pastorcarewm.org 

 

Thank you for your prayers and financial support! 
Checks payable to: PastorCare West Michigan 8056 Burlingame Ave. SW Bryon Center, MI  49315.   
There are instructions on the PastorCare West Michigan website donation page for Zelle® and PayPal. 
www.pastorcarewm.org 


