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Letters I’d Love to Read 
 

On June 19, 2018 Angela Denison, Chief Inspiration Officer for PastorCare West Michigan, was my 
guest for an exciting luncheon being held at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel Ottawa Room. The Mockler 
Center for Faith and Ethics in the Workplace hosted the event, courtesy of the Kern Family Foundation. 
Dr. Peter Heslam was the quest speaker with a lesson called "Capitalism - What would Kuyper think?”. 
The Mockler Center Director Dr. Ken Barnes was launching his new book – Redeeming Capitalism. 
 

 
Angela Denison, Ken Barnes, John Smith 

 

 

The Mockler Center for Faith and Ethics in the Workplace explores the 
connections between Christian ethical values and the world of work. We are a 
bridge between church and company, seminary and business school, faith and 
work. We engage in research, teaching, and writing. We offer courses and 
seminars at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and develop educational 
resources for both the church and the marketplace. 
 
Dr. Peter Heslam is Director of Transforming Business, a multi-disciplinary 
research and development project on enterprise solutions to poverty at 
Cambridge University. He is a good friend of Dr. Ken Barnes. 
 
Redeeming Capitalism is insightful, thought provoking, and hope generating. It is 
an honor and privilege to know the author so well and to recommend it to you. 

 



Two days later, Sue and I enjoyed a wonderful lunch with Ken. We had such a good time sharing 
memories and getting updates on each member of our families. 
 

 
 
I invited Ken to write an article describing our relationship and journey together in ministry that we could 
share in a PastorCare Newsletter. 
 
 

Letters I’d Love to Read 
Rev., Dr., Ken Barnes 

 
When I was a seminary student, I took a distance course with the world-renowned pastor, 
theologian and Christian apologist, John Stott. It was a course on the so-called “pastoral 
epistles”, believed to have been written by the Apostle Paul to his two young protégé’s Timothy 
and Titus. If truth be told, prior to taking the course I hadn’t given these short and seemingly 
pedestrian letters much consideration. I was much more interested in the “big” epistles, 
Romans, 1&2 Corinthians, Galatians and Ephesians. Pregnant with grand theological constructs 
and dripping with literary illusions and unassailable metaphors, I couldn’t be bothered with 
personal tracts full of homespun wisdom and pastoral care.  
 
That all changed of course, once I became a pastor myself. Then I developed a newfound 
appreciation for the heartfelt concern and sage advice that only the Apostle Paul could have 
shared so lovingly with his “true sons in the faith”. His words leap off the page as more than just 
the handy advice of an experienced elder, they ring true as the hard-won insights of a fellow 
sojourner and the profound disquiet of a battle ravaged soul. Paul wrote these letters because 
he cared deeply about the church and he wished for its ensigns to hold firm to the faith; but he 
also wrote them because he genuinely loved his charges and desired, perhaps above all else, 
for them to flourish in their callings. He was a “pastor’s pastor” and when read through the prism 
of his affection, the epistles themselves, take on a whole new meaning.  
 
I believe this, because I too, have enjoyed the benefit of just such a mentor in the faith for some 
thirty-five years. For all this time, I have been encouraged, prayed for, counseled, cautioned and 



supported by the very person who confirmed my calling and preached at my ordination; and 
while like Paul, Timothy and Titus, we have often been separated by great distances, we have 
always been united in our love of Christ and our love for each other. That person of course, is 
Rev. Dr. John W. Smith and it was both a sheer delight and a singular honor for me to have him 
pray at a luncheon in Grand Rapids, MI recently where we celebrated the pinnacle of my own 
ministry, the launch of a new book integrating faith, work and economics, entitled “Redeeming 
Capitalism”. It has been a ministry that neither of us envisioned thirty-five years ago, but it has 
been one that reflects the advice he shared with me from our earliest days together, taken right 
from the lips of Jesus himself: “seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you (Mt. 6:33).” 
 
When I first walked into John’s office at New Life Community Church in Sayville, NY to tell him 
that I felt called to ministry, I honestly didn’t know what to expect. While I had grown up in 
Sayville, I didn’t attend that church and wasn’t terribly familiar with the theology and polity of the 
Reformed Church in America. John, who was from the Midwest, was just getting to know the 
community and we had only known each other for a short time. How would he respond? Would 
he be dismissive of my sense of calling as the overreaction of a new convert or would he 
embrace what I believed to be the leading of the Holy Spirit and assist me in my discernment 
going forward? Frankly, either response would have been apropos and I was prepared for 
anything; but some things I was quite sure of, namely, that he would be honest with me, that he 
would pray with me and that he would love me. I was right on all three counts!  
 
The rest, as they say, is history. For the next thirty-five years he has walked with me and I with 
him as our lives have taken turns we never imagined possible all those years ago. I ended up 
combining a long career in international business with life as a local pastor and theological 
scholar; spending most of that time living, working and teaching in and around Oxford, England; 
Melbourne, Australia; and Boston, MA where I currently serve as Mockler-Phillips Professor of 
Workplace Theology and Business Ethics at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. During that 
time, we stayed in touch, usually through letters and emails but sometimes in person as well. 
We loved it when John, Sue and the family visited us in England. John preached at my church 
and the whole family helped my singer-songwriter wife Debby decide which songs to put on her 
next CD! It was just like “old times”. Distance has never weakened our devotion to each other, 
nor has it dulled our interest in each other’s ministries. Perhaps because we both know that they 
are not “our” ministries at all – they belong to God – “in season and out of season.” (2Tim. 4:2)  
 
When John’s ministry at New Life Community Church came to an end, I confess to being 
devastated. I just couldn’t see God’s hand in it. Then I heard about his work at Alongside 
Ministries and later PastorCare and it all started to make a lot of sense. God wanted John to do 
what he does best – be a pastor to pastors – be a Paul to all of us “Tituses and Timothies” out 
there, because all of us in ministry need a Paul in our lives and for me, that person has been 
John. 
 
Fortunately, the letters from the Apostle Paul to Timothy and Titus have been handed down for 
us to read, marvel at and learn from; but wouldn’t it be fascinating to read the letters they might 
have sent back to him? I know they’re letters I’d love to read! Sadly, no such letters appear to 
exist, so we will just have to make do with our imaginations. Based upon my own experience 
however, I’m quite sure they would have thanked their mentor for his love, kindness, devotion 
and counsel and they would have no doubt encouraged him to “fight the good fight of the faith” 
(1Tim. 6:12), in spite of obstacles, in spite of divisions, and in spite of those who have “suffered 
shipwreck with regard to the faith” (1Tim. 1:19). God is sovereign and the only measure of 
“success” in ministry is obedience – a lesson that I learned from my own mentor and one that I 
have never forgotten! 

 
 



Thanking God for our Mothers! 
 

 
Sunday afternoon, May 12, we celebrated Mother’s Day and Mom’s 92nd Birthday! (May 13) 

   
My Mom is loved and adored by everyone in our family and everyone who knows her! 

   
My Mom (Co Smith) was the most faithful letter writer anyone could imagine. Letter writing was an 

integral part of her ministry of encouragement behind the scenes for many decades! 



Pastor John & Sue Smith participated in the 40th Anniversary Celebration for the Class of 1979 at 
Western Theological Seminary, Holland, MI on May 13, 2019. 

 

 
John & Sue Smith, Ken & Ann Kolenbrander, Bruce & Naomi Wilterdink 

Brian Vriesman, John Schmidt, Mark Bergsma, Rick Oppenhuizen 
 

Rev. Lorenzo Miguel (Hispanic Ministries Director, PastorCare West Michigan), received the 
Master of Arts in Ministry Leadership degree from Calvin Theological Seminary with a special 
emphasis in Pastoral Care on May 18, 2019. 

   

   
Conferring of Degrees 

Rev. Julius T. Medenblik, President, Professor of Church Planting and Leadership 
Mr. Sidney J. Jansma, Jr., Chair, Board of Trustees 

     
Rev. Lorenzo and Emiliana Miguel with their family 



Our REAL CARE small group for Senior Pastors begins on Monday, June 3 from 9:00 to 11:00 in the 
basement of our home. Even though our rebuilding project has not yet been completed — it will be a 
private place for us to meet and begin our journey of establishing deep, enduring friendships. 
 

   
 

We are very excited about this new venture on the preventative side of coaching and encouraging 
pastors in a small group setting. Every pastor in the small group will continue to have access to individual 
confidential coaching as needed or desired.  
 

   
 
We are praying for additional contributions to our GoFundMe page or to PastorCare West Michigan, to 
help cover the cost of rebuilding our basement and kitchen. We also thank God for volunteer laborers! 
https://www.gofundme.com/healing-for-my-wife-and-rebuilding-our-house 
 
The PastorCare West Michigan Website is currently in need of reconstruction.  
Please join us in praying that God will connect me with a website designer who wants to help us. 
 
Thank you for your prayers and financial support. Please make checks payable to: 
PastorCare West Michigan 8056 Burlingame Ave. SW Bryon Center, MI  49315.   
 

 

Pastor John Smith — Chief Encouragement Officer 
Mobile: 616-304-8543     Email: jsmith@pastorcarewm.org 
 
Sue Smith — Chief Discernment Officer 
 
Angela Denison — Chief Inspiration Officer 
Mobile: 616-304-3890     Email: adenison@pastorcarewm.org 
 
Pastor Lorenzo Miguel — Hispanic Ministries Director 
Mobile: 616-304-6310     Email: lorenzo.miguel.casas@gmail.com 

 
Board of Directors: President, Dr. John Smith; Vice President, Rev. James Stokes, Senior Pastor, New Life Tabernacle 
COGIC; Secretary, Rev. Dave Guerrin, Senior Pastor, Manna Fellowship Church; Treasurer, Ben Crompton, Accountant, Culver 
CPA Group; Director, Rev. Lorenzo Miguel, Resources Liaison, Urban Church Leadership Center 

https://www.gofundme.com/healing-for-my-wife-and-rebuilding-our-house

