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The Awakening Church 

 

A Revolution of Love! 
The Awakening Church launched on Sunday, November 4, 2018 

In the Heart of the City at Degage Ministries 
144 Division Ave S Grand Rapids, MI 49503   

    

    
 
This story and these photos portray and reveal the heart and soul of the ministry of PastorCare West 
Michigan.  We are so proud of Jay and Teresa DePoy and their girls: Mariah, Ambria, and Ashlyn.  We 
love their courage and faith to plant a church in a homeless shelter among the least of these.  We believe 
Jesus is smiling!  We are convinced that God’s favor and blessings are upon them. 

 



     
 

       
 

       
 

       
 

And I said, “My strength and my hope have perished from the LORD.”  Remember my affliction and 
roaming, the wormwood and the gall. My soul still remembers and sinks within me.  This I recall to my 
mind, therefore I have hope.  Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, because His 
compassions fail not.  They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.  “The LORD is my 
portion,” says my soul, “Therefore I hope in Him!”  Lamentations 3:18-24 NKJV 
 

       
 
   
 
 
 
 



Serving with big smiles and hearts full of joy as the hands and feet of Jesus! 
We thank God for giving birth to The Awakening Church! 

 

     
 
And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Therefore I take pleasure in my infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for 
Christ’s sake.  For when I am weak, then I am strong. 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 NKJV 

 

      
  

     
 

     
 

     
 



     
 

WITHOUT RELUCTANCE 
 

Without reluctance God created the world we see. 
In the presence of his precious son, he dreamed up even me 

Without reluctance he allowed Adam to choose his fate, 
Knowing how that choice would ultimately devastate. 

Without reluctance he carefully watched over his flock, 
At his righteous holiness, did they laugh and mock. 

Without reluctance he advised Noah to build the ark,  
Knowing that the majority would choose to remain in the dark. 

Without reluctance a promise did he make, 
He gave a rainbow, a sign he would never break. 

We did not care what he would say. 
We chose the world, each turned his own way. 

He watched us run, we were truly lost. 
He saw our need, he knew the cost. 
Without reluctance he bent in love,  
He gave a babe sent from above. 
Within that manger lay his son, 

The answer for what we had done. 
That tiny gift sent Christmas morn, 
Was more than just a baby born. 

God’s flesh and blood, his own dear child, 
He gave to us in mercy mild. 

Christ walked the earth and taught us well, 
He showed us love in which to dwell. 

Then came the time when he would give 
That flesh and blood so that we might live. 

Without reluctance he died in shame. 
He took our punishment; he took our blame. 

It’s now our turn to accept his grace, 
And live for him within our place. 
Consider why he sent his son, 

Because Christmas is more than gifts and fun. 
Think of the substance he wants from you, 

Without reluctance give your heart in all you do. 
~~~Laura DeWeerdt 

 

       
 

       



 

We have appreciated Jay’s involvement with Degage on several 
levels.  He started out bringing a group of individuals to 
volunteer with our Ministry and then he transitioned into leading 
an evening Bible study.  We were excited when Jay shared his 
dream of hosting a church here where people from the Heartside 
neighborhood could worship alongside individuals from the 
greater Grand Rapids area.  Jay shared our philosophy of 
ministry and values building relationships.  Jay’s model reminds 
me of the words of the Apostle Paul in Romans 12:  “Just as 
each of us has one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who 
are many form one body and each member belongs to all the 
others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.”   

We look forward with anticipation to see what great things the Lord will do in and through this new church!   
~~~Marge Palmerlee, Executive Director, Degage Ministries 
 

     
 

 

Jay and I attend the same church, Mars Hill.  As I got to know 
him, I could see the incredible passion he has for ministering the 
Word.  You could feel his burning drive to take the Word to the 
streets.  After volunteering at Degage he saw the opportunity that 
he was looking for—teaching those in Heartside that God loves 
them.  It’s a simple message but one that can never be said 
enough, especially to those struggling in our neighborhood.  I was 
the facilitator at Degage and worked with the team to launch the 
church.  When I first met with the team I was so impressed with 
not only their generosity of giving of their time, but their strong 
and unshakeable faith.  They all were bursting at the seams to 
launch The Awakening Church and they energized me.   

I will never forgot how moved I was at that first service. Our dining room was at capacity and watching our patrons 
interacting with the service was so powerful and what a blessing.  Jay’s style draws you into the Word and it’s 
relatable.  Our patrons knew that Jay was speaking to each one of them personally and they felt the love of the 
Holy Spirit.  This church will change lives just as our ministry does.  
~~~Bob Kreter, Marketing Manager, Degage Ministries 
 

 

I have not been this excited about a kingdom project in a long time!  
It is so refreshing to see God’s story of redemption on display at 
The Awakening, a Free Methodist Church plant.  We at the North 
Michigan Conference have been targeting our efforts and prayers 
toward the inner city of Grand Rapids for some time.  It is amazing 
to see how God has brought so many people together to make this 
a reality.  Already, I am thrilled at the stories of life transformation 
through the ministry of The Awakening.  Jay and Teresa DePoy are 
a breath of fresh air.  Talk about redemption; God pulled a broken 
pastor out of the pit, resurrected His Spirit in Jay, and is restoring 
his gifts and talents for kingdom use.  That is the gospel.  

I can’t wait to see what God does with this wonderful collaboration of diverse icons of His image.  I have been 
watching and waiting to see where God is working so we could join His efforts.  This is it! 
~~~ Rev. Terri Hanson, MVP Director (Multiplication, Vitalization, and Plants) of the North Michigan Conference, 
Free Methodist Church USA  



 

I first met Jay a couple of years ago.  Jay had already begun to respond to God 
calling him back into a deep personal relationship.  God was reminding Jay of 
the call to pastoral ministry He placed on Jay’s heart years before.  Romans 
11:29 says, “The gifts and the callings of God are irrevocable.” (ESV) All of us 
who put our trust and faith in Christ as Savior and Lord are redeemed.  Many of 
us have experienced brokenness even after trusting in Christ, but God does not 
give up.  When I was elected Superintendent of the North Michigan Conference, 
Free Methodist Church, USA, God told me to look to the fringes. 
 
I am one who the church could have saw as a throw away leader, but through 
God’s grace they expressed redemption instead.  Jay is one of those people 
who I believe God intends to grow the Kingdom through.  In fact, because of his 
connections God is bringing many different organizations and church groups 
together to start a ministry, “to the least of these.” 

I don’t know Teresa well, but because of everything that I have seen and heard, I know Gods call is just as strong 
on her.  She and Jay make each other better in this ministry.  God has led us all to a great adventure.  I believe 
many lives will be transformed, those who are ministered too and those who are ministering.  May God continue to 
bless this ministry with His Protection, Strength, Peace, Love and Joy. 
~~~Superintendent Thomas M. Doherty, North Michigan Conference, Free Methodist Church, USA 
 

The Story Behind The Story 
 

 

Rock bottom seemed to have a hole in the basement floor, 
and gravity was pulling me further into hopelessness.  I had 
just resigned from a thriving church, in the hurricane of moral 
failure.  This was not the first time I had self-destructed, but 
the aftermath was particularly gruesome.  My sinful choices 
had mortally wounded the ones I loved the most, and there 
seemed to be no recovery from 70 x 8 sins.  Suicide was a 
very concrete option; escaping the shame seemed to haunt 
me in the hours following the exposure of my indecency and 
the total depravity of my deceitfully wicked heart. 

 
I was standing on the corner of Alston and Biltmore Avenue, in downtown Asheville, North Carolina when 
my phone rang.  It was an unidentified number from Grand Rapids, Michigan.  The voice introduced 
himself to me as a friend of a friend and he was reaching out to see if I needed someone to talk to.  
 
John Smith had recently learned about my situation, and immediately hunted me down.  The beloved 
Psalm 23 says, “Surely, goodness and mercy follow after me.” The Hebrew language articulates a more 
aggressive pursuit… “Your mercy hunts me down.”  God, in His inexplicable mercy, used John Smith as 
artillery in His arsenal of restoration. 
 
Hope is my favorite word.  Hope in the reconciliation of the cross.  Hope in the implications of an empty 
tomb. Hope in the restoration of all things.  The Pastor Care Network embodies the mandated mission of 
being ministers of reconciliation.  What does it look like to walk with someone from the ledge of death to 
the hope of new life?  Sure, we know the creeds and confessions of grace forgiveness.  Yes, we know 
the lyrics of Amazing Grace.  But more often than not, we echo the shrug of Ezekiel in the Valley of Dry 
Bones.  “Lord, I don’t know.”  
 
Here’s what incarnational hope looks like: a meeting in a Grand Rapids restaurant six-weeks later.  
Sitting in a booth across from me, John Smith just listened as I poured my heart out.  I needed a friend.  I 
needed a listening ear.  I needed someone to push me into the arms of Jesus.  I needed someone to 
remind me of a borderline heretical mercy that is offered by nail-scarred hands.  
 
And I’ve never received an invoice from John Smith.  After four years of walking together, and meeting 
for counseling and prayer, he’s never hinted at a co-pay-on-a-sliding-scale, or suggested that his motive 



was get to get rich.  Instead, he has been willing to work bi-vocationally to make ends meet.  He is willing 
to fall from a ladder and completely tear his left rotator cuff.  He is willing to flip burgers and paint houses 
and take pictures, while others are shining in ministry platforms.  John is content to be an Offensive 
Lineman, protecting the quarterback.  (When is the last time you saw an Offensive Lineman get 
interviewed?)  
 
For the past four years, John has introduced me to new friends.  He has prayed for me aggressively 
(usually reminding me via random text messages!), and never let me walk alone.  He has signed his 
name next to mine, and written letters of recommendation for my character development.  He’s never 
pretended that my story is innocent.  He’s never suggested that I’m entitled to another chance.  He’s 
affirmed my own confessions of being the Chief of Sinners, but he’s simultaneously pointed to the fruit of 
my repentance.  
 
God has been restoring to me the years that the locusts have eaten.  I’ve been trying to rebuild my life by 
his grace, and as a recipient – I’m becoming a redistributor.  My wife and I started meeting with people 
living in the margins: rock bottom, homeless, and/or addicted.  We started to share with our new friends 
about the unconditional love of our Father.  
 
I returned to the hope of the New Testament, and started teaching through the Book of Acts.  Who am I 
to teach?  I’m a practitioner.  Am I qualified to lead?  I honestly don’t know.  But I feel a lot like the blind 
man whom was admonished to keep silent, “But he shouted all the more!”  I continued to shout out for 
my own healing and restoration.  I continued to shrug saying, “I don’t know… all I know is, I once was 
blind and now I can see.” 
 
Through an unexpected turn of events, I was contacted by a few different organizations about the 
evolution of our bible study into a new church family.  I shared this news with John Smith, and he 
affirmed this to be an open door.  We prayed and waited and have now chosen to walk in faith. In a 
whirlwind of hope, The Awakening Church was born! 
 

         
 
And there, standing in the back like a good Offensive Lineman, was my friend John Smith.  He rotated 
between taking pictures to capture the memory and brushing away tears of thanksgiving.  I try not to look 
at him when I’m preaching, because I’ll get distracted by the memories of undeserved grace flooding my 
formerly hopeless heart.  
~~~Jay DePoy 
 
 
 

 

Please join us in thanking God for Jay and Teresa DePoy.  They are ambassadors 
of God’s grace and mercy.  They bring hope to the hopeless.  Their ministry style is 
incarnational, real, authentic, and vulnerable.  They have humbly surrendered to 
God’s call to cultivate relationships with those on the fringes of society and let them 
experience Jesus with skin on.  They are obediently living out God’s call and 
pursuing His desire to ignite and cultivate a revolution of love! 
 

In the grip of His grace, Pastor John & Sue Smith 
 
If this story ignites your passion — please consider supporting The Awakening Church with your 
prayers and with your financial contributions.  www.theawakeninggr.com. 



God Gave Us a Vision and a Dream! 

 

Following God’s Dream requires dedication, perseverance, 
persistence, overcoming obstacles, and more often than not – 
sacrifice.  God’s dreams are worth the sacrifice.  God gives 
every person a purpose, and it is our responsibility to discover 
that purpose and to fulfill it in every way possible.  Sue and I 
believe our purpose is to shepherd the shepherds and sheep. 

 

We are All In! 
After my job ended at the Pregnancy Resource Center on April 20, I shared in a Newsletter that God may 
be moving me back into the church as a staff pastor, along with continuing our ministry with PastorCare.  
I submitted my resume to two churches for staff positions that I believed were a great fit for me, but I 
didn’t even get an interview for either one.  We took that as a clear sign from God to stay focused 
exclusively on the ministry of PastorCare.  I have been concentrating all of my time, energy, and 
passion on PastorCare — and it has been awesome!  We will do whatever it takes! 
 
My wife Sue is a pastor’s daughter and a pastor’s wife.  Because she is so wise and she received the 
spiritual gift of discernment, Sue is our Chief Discernment Officer!  
 

Our dream is for Sue to be set free to minister side by side with me and our team as we coach, 
encourage, walk alongside, and love on pastors, spouses, precious sons and daughters.   
 
Sue is incredibly effective at listening, asking great questions, and speaking the truth in love.  We make a 
great team when we minister together with pastors, spouses, and their amazing kids!  In fact, there are 
some who affectionately call us “Papa John” and “Momma Sue.”  Our team has lots of great ideas and 
plans for 2019 that will get pastors and their families laughing and enjoying life together again! 
 

We need your help to significantly increase the financial contributions to our ministry as we 
move forward in faith.  May we count on your commitment?  May we count on your prayers? 
 
Merry Christmas!  Happy New Year! 
With much love, Pastor John and Sue, on behalf of the Ministry Team 
 

 

Pastor John Smith — Chief Encouragement Officer 
Mobile: 616-304-8543     Email: jsmith@pastorcarewm.org 
 
Sue Smith — Chief Discernment Officer 
Mobile: 616-304-9592     Email: ssmith@pastorcarewm.org 
 
Angela Denison — Chief Inspiration Officer 
Mobile: 616-304-3890     Email: adenison@pastorcarewm.org 
 
Pastor Lorenzo Miguel — Hispanic Ministries Director 
Mobile: 616-304-6310     Email: lmiguel@pastorcarewm.org 

 
Thank you for your prayers and financial support. Please make checks payable to: 
PastorCare West Michigan 8056 Burlingame Ave. SW Bryon Center, MI  49315.   
Secure Online contributions are made through PayPal on the website: www.pastorcarewm.org 
 

Board of Directors: 
President, Dr. John Smith 
Vice President, Rev. James Stokes, Senior Pastor, New Life Tabernacle COGIC 
Secretary, Rev. Dave Guerrin, Senior Pastor, Manna Fellowship Church 
Treasurer, Ben Crompton, Accountant, Culver CPA Group 
Director, Rev. Lorenzo Miguel, Resources Liaison, Urban Church Leadership Center 


