
 
 
 

MASK AND SOCIAL DISTANCING MANDATES LIFTED! 
May 14, 2021 

 
Today, May 14, 2021, Governor Roy Cooper issued Executive Order No. 215, easing the mask and distancing 
requirements that we have been under since the Spring of 2020. Basically, the order removes the requirement 
for persons to wear masks indoors (in settings similar to our church gatherings). The order is already in effect. 
Can we get a “HALLEUJAH!”? 
 
We will be removing the beautiful, blue tape on the pews and discontinuing the efforts to ask everyone to 
wear a mask. AS OF SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021 EACH INDIVIDUAL WILL SIMPLY BE ENCOURAGED TO DECIDE 
FOR THEMSELVES WHETHER OR NOT TO WEAR THEIR MASK AT CHURCH.  No matter the decision each 
person makes (wear a mask or not), we will respect each individual’s decision with a sense of Christian 
encouragement, respect, and support. We’ve come through this pandemic together, and we will remain 
“together.” 
 
Our online presence will continue to develop and refine for the purpose of reaching many for Christ. Anyone 
who may choose to participate from home until they are more comfortable with this adjustment is certainly 
encouraged to do so.  
 
We want to thank everyone for their sacrifices of personal comfort, as well as their cooperation in all of the 
things that have been asked over the past year. Highland folk have been flexible, supportive, and 
understanding of our efforts to remain unified and strong through possibly the most trying time in our 
church’s history.  
 
We do ask that if anyone feels sick, has a temperature, or has any of the symptoms we’ve all been made so 
aware of, please continue to respect the health of others and participate in our worship from your home until 
you are well. 
 
Clarification: The issue of having to be vaccinated before you can remove your mask is vague at best. We are 
hearing a lot on news outlets about vaccination being required for the easing of the mask mandate; however, 
that issue is not clearly spelled out in the governor’s new order. He recommends and encourages vaccinations, 
but it is not clearly stated that vaccinations are required in order to remove your mask indoors. 
 
So, rejoice with us! We’ve come through this pandemic and are finally seeing the day that these restrictions 
are being lifted. Below is a link to the governor’s order for you to evaluate for yourself. We, as your staff, are 
simply asking for YOU to choose whether or not you wish to continue wearing a face covering at church. It is 
simply YOUR personal choice. And, we will remain committed to respect and support YOUR decision as we 
move forward in Kingdom work! 
 
Yours for Christ, 

Highland Pastoral Staff 
 
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 215 
https://files.nc.gov/governor/documents/files/EO215-Lifting-COVID-19-Restrictions.pdf  


