
 

To create meaningful relationships with kids and parents so that they can confidently pursue a life-long 
relationship with Jesus. 

 
Kindergarten: Small Group Leader Guide 
 

Lean on Me | Oct. 18 2020 
 

Bible Story: Lean on Me (Servant Principle) • Philippians 2:3-8 
Bottom Line: Put others first because Jesus put you first. 
Memory Verse: Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. 
Instead, be humble. Value others more than yourselves. Philippians 2:3 (NIrV) 
Life App: Humility—Putting others first by giving up what you think you deserve 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
Small Group Connect (10 Minutes) 
 
1. Introduce yourself, and welcome new kids by name. 
2. Kids share what happened during the past week. 
3. Check up on past week’s prayer requests and events. 
4. Discuss the welcome question: “What was the best part of your week? What 

was the hardest part?  
•  WHY?(Listen to the answers given!)  

5. Coloring pages and toys for play time. 
6. Transition to Large Group:   
 
 
Lead your group to the Story Experience area.   
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Small Group Activity (20 Minutes) 
 
* 1. Others First  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play 
and reenactment 
 
What You Need: “Others First” Activity Page 
 
What You Do: 

• Lead kids in a variation of “Mother, May I?” 
• Guide kids to line up shoulder to shoulder at one end of your environment while you 

stand at the opposite end.  
• Call out a child’s name and read a scenario from the Activity Page.  
• For each scenario, encourage the child to tell a way they could put others first. If they’re 

stuck or shy, offer two alternatives and allow them to choose, or let them choose 
someone to answer for them. 

• When they answer, say, “You can [Bottom Line] put others first because Jesus put 
you first. Choose someone else to move forward [three steps, two hops, one giant step, 
five baby steps, etc.].”   

• The game ends when every child reaches you. 
• Variation: Invite kids to play in pairs. This can help shy or reluctant children enjoy the 

game more. 
 
What You Say: 
“What’s one way you can put others first this week? (I can let my sister play with my toys. I can 
let my friend go first. I can share with kids at school.) [Make It Personal] (Tell kids one way 
you’ll put others first this week, too.)  
 
“It’s not always easy to put others first, but when you let go of what you want so that you can put 
others first, you’ll be doing what Jesus did, and that’s a GREAT thing! So, remember: [Bottom 
Line] put others first because Jesus put you first!” 
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Small Group Discussion (10 Minutes) 
 
1. Say the Bottom Line and Bible Verse together: 

A. Bottom line: put others first. 
 

Memory Verse: Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. 
Instead, be humble. Value others more than yourselves. Philippians 2:3 (NIrV) 

 
2. Activity and/or Questions & Prayer: 
Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 
 
What You Need: Thin markers 
 
What You Do:  

• Guide kids to stand in a circle.  
• Lead them to think of someone they’ll put first this week.  
• Guide them to hold up their index finger when they think of someone.  
• Set out the markers and invite kids to draw a smiley face on the tip of their index finger, 

to represent person they’ll put first. 
• Use the conversation below as a guide to lead kids into prayer. 

 
What You Say: 
“Thank You, Jesus, for putting us first. Since You loved us SO much and put us first, help us 
love others and put them first. (Guide kids to hold up their index finger people.) Help us be like 
You and put our brothers, our sisters, our friends, our families, our neighbors, and even our 
enemies first. We love You, Lord. Amen.” 
 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, guide kids to tell parents today’s Bottom Line: [Bottom Line] Put 
others first because Jesus put you first. Lead kids to show parents their index finger and tell 
them the person they’ll put first this week. 
 
 

 

3. Check Out & Parent Pick-up 
Kids should stay in the Small Group until their parents arrive to pick them up and show the 3 digit 
tag that matches the number on the name tag of the child being picked up. 
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1. Talk about doing the God Time Cards and send one home with each child. 
When a kid from your small group leaves, say something positive and 

specific to their parent. Remember this week to Bottom Line: Forgive others because 
God forgives you.  

2. Encourage families to do the God Time Card together and read the Parent 
Cue. 


