
 

To create meaningful relationships with kids and parents so that they can confidently pursue a life-long 
relationship with Jesus. 

 
Kindergarten: Small Group Leader Guide 
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Bible Story: Above All (Crucified and Risen) • John 18:12–20:23 (Supporting: John 16, 
Matthew 26) 
Bottom Line: Jesus put us first. 
Memory Verse: Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. 
Instead, be humble. Value others more than yourselves. Philippians 2:3 (NIrV) 
Life App: Humility—Putting others first by giving up what you think you deserve 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
Small Group Connect (10 Minutes) 
 
1. Introduce yourself, and welcome new kids by name. 
2. Kids share what happened during the past week. 
3. Check up on past week’s prayer requests and events. 
4. Discuss the welcome question: “What would you rather like to be able to do?  

• Walk with only your hands or eat with only your feet?  
•  WHY?(Listen to the answers given!)  

5. Coloring pages and toys for play time. 
6. Transition to Large Group:   
 
 
Lead your group to the Story Experience area.   
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Small Group Activity (20 Minutes) 
 
* 1. At the Cross  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and 
designing 
 
What You Need: “Cross” Activity Pages, white shaving foam, table covering, wax paper or 
aluminum foil, tape, liquid water-based paint or food coloring, stir sticks (or similar), cookie 
sheets (or similar), rulers or spatulas, trashcan, wet wipes 
 
What You Do: 

• Cover your work area with the table covering.  
• Set a piece of wax paper in front of each kid.  
• Squirt shaving cream onto the paper, making and filling about a 10-inch square.  
• Invite kids to squirt drops of paint on top of the shaving cream. A little goes a long way, 

so encourage them to be careful and to use self-control!  
• Lead kids to use a stir stick to swirl the paint to make a design. They can swirl up and 

down, side to side, in circles, in starbursts, or randomly. 
• Show kids how to carefully lay a “Cross” facedown on the shaving cream and LIGHTLY 

rub the back of the paper.  
• They should press just enough so that the entire underside of the paper comes into 

contact with the shaving cream but not so hard that the paper sinks into the foam.  
• Carefully lift the paper and lay it on a cookie sheet with the shaving-cream side up.  
• Use the ruler or spatula to scrape off the excess shaving cream. It helps to do this over a 

trashcan!  
• Set aside the paper to dry.  
• Kids can make additional prints, adding paint and shaving cream as needed. 

 
What You Say: 
“When Jesus died on the cross, it seemed that something really bad had happened. But when 
God sent Jesus to die on the cross, He had something really good in mind—something better 
than ANYONE could ever imagine. God sent Jesus to die on the cross so that our sins could be 
forgiven! What is sin? (Pause.) Yes, sin is when we do or say or think things that are wrong. But 
God is perfect and doesn’t do anything wrong, and that separates us from Him. God doesn’t 
want to be far from us, so God did something amazing: He sent Jesus, His one and only Son, to 
die on the cross to pay for ALL of our sins so that we can live forever with Him!  
 
(Open the Bible to John 3:16.) “The Bible says: God so loved the world so much that he gave 
his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life (NIrV). 
 
[Make It Personal] (Briefly share your own salvation story in a kid-appropriate way.)  
 
“It’s okay if you don’t understand all of this yet. But if you have any questions, you can talk to 
your parents, me, or any of the other leaders here at church. We’ll be very happy to help you 
understand as much as you can! Just remember: [Bottom Line] Jesus put us first, and Jesus 
put you first!” 
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Small Group Discussion (10 Minutes) 
 
1. Say the Bottom Line and Bible Verse together: 

A. Bottom line: put others first. 
 

Memory Verse: Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. 
Instead, be humble. Value others more than yourselves. Philippians 2:3 (NIrV) 

 
2. Choose questions: 
Pray and Dismiss  
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]  
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding  
  
What You Need:  
  
What You Do:   

• Ask the kids to sit in a circle.  
• Explain why you are thankful Jesus is in your life.  
• Can anyone else say something they are thankful for?  

  
What You Say: 
“This week, we’re learning that [Bottom Line] Jesus put us first. How did Jesus put us first? 
(Pause.) Yes! Jesus loved us SO much that He gave up His life and died on the cross for our 
sins. But Jesus didn’t stay dead! God brought Him back to life!  
 
“When you believe in your heart that Jesus is who He said He was, and when you ask Him to 
forgive your sins, He will! (Open the Bible to John 3:16.) The Bible says: God so loved the world 
so much that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will 
have eternal life (NIrV). 
 
“So, remember, God loves us SO much that [Bottom Line] Jesus put us first! In fact, God 
loves YOU so much that Jesus put YOU first.” 
 
What You Say: 
“Jesus put others first in everything He did. He even put YOU first. In fact, Jesus came so that 
you can have a relationship with Him and live with God forever!  
 
“Some of you believe in Jesus, and some of you still have questions about who He is. And that’s 
OK. If you have questions, you can talk to your parents, me, or any of the other leaders. We’ll 
be happy to help you understand as much as you can! But no matter what, always remember: 
[Bottom Line] Jesus put us first! Let’s pray. 
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“Thank You, God, that You love us more than we could ever imagine. You love us SO much that 
You put us first and sent Jesus to be our Savior. Help us be humble and put others first, too. 
Help us believe in You more every day. We love You, Lord. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.” 
 

3. Check Out & Parent Pick-up 
Kids should stay in the Small Group until their parents arrive to pick them up and show the 3 digit 
tag that matches the number on the name tag of the child being picked up. 
 
1. Talk about doing the God Time Cards and send one home with each child. 

When a kid from your small group leaves, say something positive and 
specific to their parent. Remember this week to Bottom Line: Forgive others because 
God forgives you.  

2. Encourage families to do the God Time Card together and read the Parent 
Cue. 


