
 

 To create meaningful relationships with kids and parents so that they can confidently pursue a life-long 
relationship with Jesus 

 

K - Grade 4: Story Experience 
 

May 24: Keep Holding On    
 

Bible Story: Keep Holding On (Stephen) • Acts 6:1–7:60 
Bottom Line: Keep going because God knows the end of the story. 
Memory Verse: Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a 
crop if we don’t give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV) 
Life App: Determination—Deciding it’s worth it to finish what you started 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 
 

Story Experience Outline 
As the Story Experience Leader, you win when you engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and 
interactive Bible story and prayer experience in a Large Group setting. 

 
1. Intro (5 Minutes) 
CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide 
 
Welcome  

• Hellooooo, [your environment’s name]! I’m so glad we’re here together again. It’s the 
best part of my week! 

• “We’ve been talking this month about determination. 
• CG: Determination Slide 
• Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App 
• “Determination is deciding it’s worth it to finish what you started. 
• CG: Theme Slide 
• Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme 
• “Anytime you feel stuck, you need to have determination in order to get UNstuck. That’s 

not always easy, but God can help us find the strength we need to keep going—no 
matter what! 

• Has anyone ever watched a show where someone had to do something difficult? What 
happened? (have 2-3 answer)  

• Sometimes the people around us go through hard times and we can learn from them. In 
the Bible story we are going to go through today we see how Stephen faces the hardest 
situation you can go through.  

 
Scripture 

• And the Bible talks about this:  
• ““Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don't 

give up, Galatians 6:9 (NIrV). 
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• Can we repeat this together?  
 
Bible Story Lead Up 

• Let’s learn about how God helps us in hard times in Bible story today!  
 
2. Bible Story & Video (On-Screen 11:57) 
 
3. Reflection (5 Minutes) 

 
Reflection 

• God has always had a big plan—a bigger story. It’s like Stephen said when he was 
talking to the religious leaders: Abraham, Moses, and David didn't know the end of the 
story, but they all trusted God along the way. 

• (Hold up Bible.) “We can look at the Bible now and read their stories. We can see how 
God was faithful and came through for His people. We also know that God kept His 
promise and sent Jesus to save us. Stephen knew this, too. He bravely taught others 
about Jesus—no matter the cost. 
 

Application 
• “Even though Stephen didn’t know how things would end, he trusted God. He decided to 

stand strong in what he believed. Stephen died in an awful way. But because of his faith, 
he went to heaven to be with God. 

• “Remember: 
• CG: Bottom Line Slide 
• [Bottom Line] “Keep going because God knows the end of the story. 
• “Sometimes you go through difficult things where you can't see the end of the story, and 

that can be scary. Maybe one of your friends is ignoring you and you don’t know why. 
Maybe your parents are arguing a lot. Maybe someone you know is sick, and you’re not 
sure what’s going to happen. Even though we don't know how those situations will turn 
out, we can have determination because we follow God, and He DOES know the end of 
the story. 

• “When everything feels awful, talk to God. If you’re scared and not sure how things will 
turn out, tell Him how you feel. Ask Him to give you strength to keep going. You can also 
talk to an adult you trust. You don't have to do it alone. Don't keep it to yourself. Instead, 
find strength like Stephen did by looking to God. 

• Share a time about where you were scared and talked to God.  
• CG: Blank Memory Verse Slide 
• “Before we go to Small Group, let’s take a look at this month’s memory verse: Galatians 

6:9. 
•  “Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don't 

give up, Galatians 6:9 (NIrV). 
• “Let’s pray!”  

 
Pray  

• “God, thank You for giving Stephen wisdom and strength in the middle of such an awful 
situation. Please give US Your wisdom and strength, too, so we can keep going even 
when we don’t know what will happen. We know that [Basic Truth] we can trust You 
no matter what, because You know the end of the story. Please help us to remember 
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that when we face difficult situations in life. Thank You for sending Jesus so we can 
have the promise of eternal life with You. We love You, and we pray these things in 
Jesus’ name, amen.” 

 
Close 

• “You’ll get to talk some more about that in Small Group. I’ll see you later!” 
 
SFX: Play high-energy music as the kids exit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible Story Outline 
Keep Holding On (Stephen) • Acts 6:1–7:60 
 
 
SETTING UP THE STORY 
• On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came and filled a room full of believers 
• They were able to speak in languages they didn’t know and share the good news of Jesus 
• Later, Peter and John told other people about Jesus, and by that point, there were more 

than 5,000 believers 
• Some of the people needed special care 
• The apostles chose seven wise men who listened to and followed God’s Holy Spirit 
• Their job was to make sure everyone had what they needed 
• One of those men was Stephen; he was full of faith and full of the Holy Spirit 
• More people believed in Jesus as the apostles continued to teach 
• Meanwhile, Stephen and the other six men made sure that all were cared for 
 
 
LIAR, LIAR 
• Some of the religious leaders started to argue with Stephen 
• The Holy Spirit gave him the wisdom to be able to answer them 
• The leaders convinced some men to lie about Stephen 
• The men told people they heard Stephen speak evil things against Moses and God 
• The leaders had Stephen arrested and put on trial before the Sanhedrin 
• They interviewed men who lied about Stephen 
• Stephen could have gotten angry, but he was calm and at peace (Acts 6:15) 
 
 
THE TRUTH COMES OUT 
• The high priest asked Stephen the accusations were true 
• Stephen wanted the leaders to understand the truth about Jesus 
• He told them how Jesus was the most important part of God’s plan (Abraham, Joseph, 

Moses, David) 
• He told them about Jesus: Acts 7:51-52 
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A VISION OF HOPE 
• The religious leaders were very angry 
• God gave Stephen a vision of heaven: of Jesus standing with God 
• The religious leaders covered their ears and yelled 
• They dragged Stephen out of the city; they left their coats with a man named Saul 
• They started throwing stones at Stephen, trying to kill him 
• Stephen prayed and asked God to forgive them for their sin 
• Even though Stephen had only done what was right, he died that day 
 
 
WRAPPING UP THE STORY 
• Jesus had told His followers to live out His love everywhere 
• Through God’s power, Stephen had continued to share God’s love all the way until his very 

last breath 
• Stephen knew that when he died, he would be with Jesus in heaven 
• Stephen was able to keep going because he knew that God was with him 
• BL: Keep going because God knows the end of the story. 
• In the end, those who follow Jesus will be with God forever in heaven 
 


