
 

 To create meaningful relationships with kids and parents so that they can confidently pursue a life-long 
relationship with Jesus 

 

K - Grade 4: Story Experience 
 

March 29: I Don’t Want to Miss a Thing    
 

Bible Story: I Don’t Want to Miss a Thing (Father and Older Brother) • Luke 15:21-32 
Bottom Line: When you don't forgive, you miss out. 
Memory Verse: “Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding 
something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.” Colossians 3:13 
(NIrV) 
Life App: Forgiveness—Deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn't have to 
pay 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 
 

Story Experience Outline 
As the Story Experience Leader, you win when you engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and 
interactive Bible story and prayer experience in a Large Group setting. 

 
• Intro (5 Minutes) 
CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide 

A. Welcome  
• “Hi, everyone! Last week we talked about a parable that Jesus told, but we didn’t 

finish it. We saved the ending for today! 
 

• “What’s a parable? Well, when Jesus wanted to share something important, He 
would often use a story to explain what He meant. The religious leaders—the 
Pharisees—were grumbling about Jesus because He loved EVERYONE—not just 
the people who followed the rules. Jesus forgave people when they made a mistake. 

 
• “Jesus knew what these Pharisees were thinking. They thought they were better than 

everybody else because they followed the rules so well. So Jesus told a story about 
a man with two sons. We told the first part last week. Let’s do a quick recap to get up 
to speed. Scripture 

 
• Let’s learn more in our video:  

 
2. Bible Story & Video (On-Screen 11:57) 
 
3. Reflection (5 Minutes) 

A. Reflection 
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• “That’s where Jesus ended the story. He didn’t say if the older son listened to his 
father. It’s up to us to imagine it for ourselves. 

 
• “I wonder . . . did the older son join the celebration with his family and friends? Did he 

give up on the jealousy and hurt he felt? Did he choose to forgive his brother? 
 

• “Or did he stay outside? Did he stay angry because he didn’t think his father was 
being fair? Did he stay mad at his brother because he didn’t think his brother 
DESERVED to have a party?  

 
• What do you guys think he did?  

 
• “The problem with choosing NOT to forgive is that we miss out on the good things 

God is doing in our lives and in the lives of the people around us. 
 

• CG: Bottom Line Slide 
 

o [Bottom Line] “When you don't forgive, you miss out. 
 

• “It can be tough to forgive . . . because if we’re honest, we want things to be fair. It’s 
tough when we feel like someone doesn’t DESERVE to be forgiven. But the truth is, 
ALL of us have messed up. All of us need forgiveness. When you choose to forgive 
someone, it’s an amazing way to [Basic Truth] treat others the way you want to 
be treated. 

 
• “When people experience God’s love and forgiveness for themselves, that’s a reason 

to celebrate! God wants us to experience the joy of forgiveness, and He wants us be 
happy for others who are forgiven, too. 
 

D. Application 
• Have you ever had to forgive a brother? A sister? Do you have a story? Was it hard? 

Was it better? I think it is always better!  
 

• “So be ready to forgive. Don't hold things against people. If you do, you'll miss out on 
that relationship. You’ll miss how good it COULD be. 

 
• CG: Bottom Line Slide 

 
• [Bottom Line] “When you don't forgive, you miss out. 

 
• CG: Timeline 

 
• “From the beginning, God had a plan to fix our relationship with Him. That’s why He 

sent Jesus—to be our Savior. He wants us to fix our relationships with each other, 
too. Isn’t Jesus amazing!! 

 
• CG: Today’s Story Image 

 
• Optional: Place Today’s Story Image on your timeline. 
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• CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide 
 

• “Even when it’s hard, forgive. Your relationships are worth fighting for! I know it may 
not seem like it when your brother gives you one wet-willy after another, when your 
cousin keeps interrupting your favorite show, or when someone at school says 
something about you that isn’t true. Keep forgiving and showing love. You never 
know—God might use your forgiveness to fix a friendship in a way you never 
expected! 

 
 

E. Pray  
• God, it can be tough when we feel like someone doesn’t deserve forgiveness. It seems 

unfair when we have to forgive someone when they won’t even say they’re sorry. But 
God, it helps when we remember how WE have experienced Your forgiveness for 
ourselves. Your forgiveness is for everyone! Please help us to forgive like You do so 
that we can join the celebration instead of missing out. We love You, and we pray 
these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” ‘ 

• “Let’s head to Small Group now and find some other ways we take the first step to 
forgive!” 

 
SFX: Play high-energy music as the kids exit. 

CG (Media Package): Theme Loop Video 

If You’re Looking for More… 
 
Types of questions that can help keep dialogue going… 
• Keep questions open ended and without right/wrong/yes/no responses 
• Follow-up Questions: 

• Clarifying: Can you tell me a little bit more? 
• Question: Have you seen this happen somewhere before? 
• Follow-up: How come you think that is? 
• Bouncing: That’s a great question. Does anyone in the group have any thoughts on 

that? 
• Brainstorming: Let’s see how many ideas our group can come up with… 
• Sharing…I also noticed a connection between… 
• Answering: In the story the character said… 
• Prompting: Who would like to share what you wrote or drew? 
• Restating: What you are saying is… 
• Applying: How does this story change how we live each day? 


