
 

 To create meaningful relationships with kids and parents so that they can confidently pursue a life-long 
relationship with Jesus 

 

K - Grade 4: Story Experience 
 

March 15: Step by Step  
 

Bible Story: Step by Step (Jesus Teaches on Forgiveness) • Matthew 5:1-2; 23-24 
Bottom Line: Take the first step to forgive others. 
Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding 
something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 
(NIrV) 
Life App: Forgiveness—Deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn't have to 
pay 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

Story Experience Outline 
As the Story Experience Leader, you win when you engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and 
interactive Bible story and prayer experience in a Large Group setting. 

 
• Intro (5 Minutes) 
CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide 

A. Welcome  
• Hi, everyone! Today have another awesome example of forgiveness from Jesus. 

When Jesus was here on Earth, He taught amazing things, which we can read here 
in the Bible. (Hold up Bible.) He also healed people who were sick. People would 
follow Jesus everywhere He went, just to see Him and hear what He had to say. 

 
• “One time, a great crowd was following Jesus around. So He went up to the side of a 

mountain and sat down. His disciples came, and He started to teach them. 
 

• “Jesus taught about a lot of things that day, and we can find His words in the book of 
Matthew. (Hold up Bible.) He talked about how important it is for us to fix our 
relationships with each other. Listen to what He said. 

B. Scripture 
• Open the Bible to Matthew 5:23-24 (NIrV) and read. 

 
• “Suppose you are offering your gift at the altar. And you remember that your brother 

or sister has something against you. Leave your gift in front of the altar. First go and 
make peace with them. Then come back and offer your gift.” 
 

• “Now, today we don’t offer gifts at God’s altar. That was what people did in the time 
before Jesus came. It was kind of like what we do today when we pray or worship 
God together. But what Jesus said that day is still true for us now. If someone is mad 
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at you—if someone has a problem with you—before you do anything else, go and do 
what you can to make peace with them. Make it RIGHT with them.” 
o Let’s learn more in our video:  

 
2. Bible Story & Video (On-Screen 11:57) 
 
3. Reflection (5 Minutes) 

A. Reflection 
 

• It can be really hard for us to see where we’ve messed up. But we can ask God to 
show us. Sometimes we can just sort of sense that someone is upset at us, but we 
don’t know why. In those moments, we need to have the courage to take the first 
step and ask. 

 
• “When we find out something that we might have done wrong, we might be tempted 

to try to defend ourselves. We might think about all the reasons why we were right to 
act the way we did. But if we really want to make things right with someone, we 
should take what they say seriously. We should be willing to ask for forgiveness. 

 
• “If we have a problem with someone, we should do whatever we can to fix the 

relationship. We should be willing to say we’re sorry—to ask for forgiveness. In the 
same way, we should be willing to forgive when someone has wronged US. 
 

D. Application 
• CG: Bottom Line Slide 

 
• [Bottom Line] “Take the first step to forgive others. 

 
• “SOMEONE has to go first to make it right. That someone can be you! 
 
• Why is it hard to be the first one to forgive? Who do you think are better at this: 

adults or kids? Guess what? Adults can be really bad at this and you can even show 
your parents and teachers how this can be done!  

 
• Taking the first step is awesome, because that is what Jesus did for us!  
 
• “You know, before Jesus came, people had to make sacrifices in order to come close 

to God. But God wanted people to be close to Him all the time! So God solved that 
problem for us. Jesus gave His life as the ultimate sacrifice. He made it so we could 
be close to God all the time. Jesus made things right with God FOR us. He made 
things right between us and God. Jesus took the first step for us!  
 

• CG: Blank Memory Verse Slide 
• “That’s what our memory verse for this month is all about. It’s Colossians 3:13. 

• CG: Memory Verse Slide 
• “Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against 

someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you, Colossians 3:13 (NIrV). 
E. Pray  
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• God, thank You so much for Jesus’ words that help us see things Your way. Help us 
to do what Jesus said—to take the first step toward fixing our relationships with 
others. It can be tough to do that when we can’t see what we’ve done wrong or 
maybe when we don’t FEEL like apologizing. But we know that it’s really important 
for us to make things right with others. Please help us to choose forgiveness and fix 
the relationships in our lives. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name, 
amen.” 

• . ”Close 
• “Let’s head to Small Group now and find some other ways we take the first step to 

forgive!” 
 
SFX: Play high-energy music as the kids exit. 

CG (Media Package): Theme Loop Video 

If You’re Looking for More… 
 
Types of questions that can help keep dialogue going… 
• Keep questions open ended and without right/wrong/yes/no responses 
• Follow-up Questions: 

• Clarifying: Can you tell me a little bit more? 
• Question: Have you seen this happen somewhere before? 
• Follow-up: How come you think that is? 
• Bouncing: That’s a great question. Does anyone in the group have any thoughts on 

that? 
• Brainstorming: Let’s see how many ideas our group can come up with… 
• Sharing…I also noticed a connection between… 
• Answering: In the story the character said… 
• Prompting: Who would like to share what you wrote or drew? 
• Restating: What you are saying is… 
• Applying: How does this story change how we live each day? 


