
 

To create meaningful relationships with kids and parents so that they can confidently pursue a life-long 
relationship with Jesus. 

 
 Grade 1&2: Small Group Leader Guide 
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Bible Story: Above All (Crucified and Risen) • John 18:12–20:23 (Supporting: John 16, 
Matthew 26) 
Bottom Line: Jesus put us first. 
Memory Verse: Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. 
Instead, be humble. Value others more than yourselves. Philippians 2:3 (NIrV) 
Life App: Humility—Putting others first by giving up what you think you deserve 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
Small Group Connect (10 Minutes) 
 
1. Introduce yourself, and welcome new kids by name. 
2. Kids share what happened during the past week. 
3. Check up on past week’s prayer requests and events. 
4. Feel free to play icebreaker game:  
 
Pick and icebreaker game from the bin in the room.  
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 

Small Group Activity (20 Minutes) 
 
Fast Pass 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body  
 
What You Need: Markers, cardboard crosses, Easter baskets with candy 
 
What You Do: 

• Form two even teams and instruct them to stand in rows facing each other.  
• Hand a cardboard cross and a marker to the players at the end of each row. 
• Explain that when you say, “GO,” the kids holding the cross and marker will pass them to 

the end of their row.  
• The last player will write their name (legibly) on the cross, and then run behind their 

team’s row to the beginning of the line. 
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• Repeat the process until everyone is back in their original spot and all kids’ names have 
been written on the cross. 

• The team that finishes first wins. 
• Remind kids: 

o When Jesus died on the cross, He died for US by taking the punishment we all 
deserve.  

o The cross should have had our names on it, instead of His.  
o We celebrate Easter because Jesus took our place and died so that we would be 

forgiven, but then He rose from the dead to prove that death could not hold Him 
down. 

• Play another round of “Fast Pass,” but this time pass the Easter baskets instead of the 
crosses. 

• Each time the basket makes it to the end of the line, the kid holding it runs the basket 
back to the start of the line and takes out one piece of candy. 

• The team that finishes first wins. 
• At the end, let kids eat their candy.  

 
What You Say: 
“When you wrote your name on the cross, it was a reminder that [Bottom Line] Jesus put us 
first. He died in our place taking the punishment we deserve for our sin. But he didn’t stay on 
the cross or in the tomb. In three days, He came back to life. It is such an important reminder 
that God loved us and sent His Son to save us.” 
 
 

 
Small Group Discussion (10 Minutes) 
 
1. Say the Bottom Line and Bible Verse together: 
2. Bottom Line: Put others first. 
3. Memory Verse: Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. 

Instead, be humble. Value others more than yourselves. Philippians 2:3 (NIrV) 
 

4. Choose to Do an Activity and/or Discussion and Pray: 
 
Discussion  
Ask the kids what they are excited about this week.  
 
Activity 
Pick a game or two from the activity bin to close off the time together.  
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Pray Together (5 Minutes) 
 
1. Ask kids to share things they’d like to pray about. 
2. Write down their prayer requests.  
3. Pray together over the prayer requests. 
4. Let’s pray and ask God to help us do that this week.  
5. What You Say: 
6. “Dear God, we are so grateful that [Bottom Line] Jesus put us first. We know that Jesus 

is alive. Thank you for the gift of a Savior who died in our place so that we could live 
forever with You in heaven. Amen.” 

 


