
 

To create meaningful relationships with kids and parents so that they can confidently pursue a life-long 
relationship with Jesus. 

 
Kindergarten: Small Group Leader Guide 
 

Dec. 20th 2020  
 

Today’s Bible Story: How He Loves (Jesus Is Born) • Luke 2:1-7 
Today’s Bottom Line: God loved us so much that He gave us a Savior. 
Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He 
is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV) 
Monthly Life App: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
Small Group Connect (10 Minutes) 
 
1. Introduce yourself, and welcome new kids by name. 
2. Kids share what happened during the past week. 
3. Check up on past week’s prayer requests and events. 
4. Discuss the welcome question: “Ask them about the best and worst part of 

their week.” 
5. Activity play Simon Says.  
6. Coloring pages and toys for play time. 
7. Transition to Large Group:   
 
 
Lead your group to the Story Experience area.   
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Small Group Activity (20 Minutes) 
 

*1. Craft Stick Nativity–Part 2 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete application through role-play 
and reenactment 
 
What You Need: “Parent Note” Activity Page; “Joseph,” Baby Jesus,” and “Mary” Activity Pages 
OR scraps of felt/fabric/construction paper and fine point markers; six-inch craft sticks; ice 
cream paddle spoons (sample spoons); white glue, scissors, markers, zip-top bags, and the 
Bible or The Jesus Storybook Bible 
 
What You Do: 

• Give each kid a craft stick for Joseph and an ice cream paddle spoon for baby Jesus.  
• Provide an additional jumbo craft stick for any kids who were not at church last week to 

make a Mary as well. 
• If providing the Activity Pages, give each kid a character cut out to color then glue to their 

sticks. 
• If providing scraps of fabric/felt/construction paper, assist the kids in wrapping or gluing a 

small scrap to each craft stick to create Joseph and baby Jesus (and Mary if needed). 
o Draw a line around the face so kids know where to add the head covering and 

robe for Joseph.  
o They can wrap the fabric or construction paper around the ice cream paddle for 

baby Jesus like a blanket. 
• Encourage kids to draw in the facial features with a fine point marker, including giving 

Joseph a beard. 
• Once the kids finish decorating their characters, read the Christmas story from The 

Jesus Storybook Bible or Luke 2:1-7 as the kids use their characters to act-out the story. 
• Give each kid a zip-top bag and a copy of the “Parent Note.” 
• Instruct them to place their characters inside. 
• Write their names on the front of the bags and set aside for pick up. 

 
What You Say: 
 “I just love the Christmas story. God promised to send a Savior, and He did. He had a plan to 
make things right. God showed us just how much He loves us by choosing to send Jesus! I 
want you to take these craft stick puppets home and retell the Christmas story with your family. 
Ask an adult to open the Bible to Luke 2, just like we did today. It will remind you in the middle of 
the Christmas craziness that all of this is really about a baby, born long ago, sent from God for 
you and me. As you act-out the story, remember [Bottom Line] God loved us SO much that 
He gave us a Savior.” 
 
[Make it Personal] (Talk about the Christmas story with your few. Share with them about 
the first time you understood the significance of this gift.) 
  

  
Small Group Discussion (10 Minutes) 
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1. Say the Bottom Line and Bible Verse together: 
2. Bottom Line:  

 
Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the 
Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV) 
 
Get kids to repeat the Bible verse and make up some actions to do it with them!  
Ask them to share thoughts on the verse.  
 

3. Choose one or two review activities: 
 
 
What You Say: 
“God, thank You that (name each kid around your circle) can put their hope in You because You 
always keep Your promises. Thank You for promising to send a Savior to us and for keeping 
that promise by sending Your only Son, Jesus. Help us remember this week that [Bottom Line] 
we can have hope because God keeps His promises. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.” 
 
 
4. Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: An activity that creates space for personal processing and application 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Gather the kids in a circle and teach them the five-finger prayer using the dialogue 
below. 

• Kids will use their fingers to pray for each group of people as they repeat the Bottom 
Line. 

 
What You Say: 
“Have you ever heard of the five-finger prayer? Each finger represents a different group of 
people to pray for. I want you to point to each finger as I explain how to pray. 
 
“Your thumb is for the people closest to you, like your family and friends. 
 
“Your index or pointer finger is for people who instruct you or teach you, like your teachers, 
coaches, and leaders here at church. 
 
“Your middle finger is the tallest. It’s for the people who lead us, like government leaders. 
 
“Your ring finger is the weakest finger. It’s is for those who are sick or most in need. 
 
“And finally, your little finger or pinky, is for you. So, let’s pray together and point to our fingers 
as we go. I will say a sentence prayer for each group, then I want you to say, [Bottom Line] 
‘God loved us so much that He gave us a Savior.’ 
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(thumb) “For our parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, caregivers, brothers, and sisters, help 
them know this Christmas that . . .” 
 
KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God loved us so much that He gave us a Savior.” 
 
SGL: (index finger) “For our teachers, coaches, doctors, therapists, nurses, and first 
responders, help them know this Christmas that . . .” 
 
KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God loved us so much that He gave us a Savior.” 
 
SGL: (middle finger) “For our leaders in government and business, help them know this 
Christmas that . . .” 
 
KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God loved us so much that He gave us a Savior.” 
 
SGL: (ring finger) “For those who are sick, hurting, or in need, help them know this Christmas 
that . . .” 
 
KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God loved us so much that He gave us a Savior.” 
 
SGL: (little finger) “For each of us, we ask that You help us remember this Christmas that . . .” 
 
KIDS: [Bottom Line] “God loved us so much that He gave us a Savior.” 
 
SGL: “Thank You for loving us SO much that You sent Jesus for everyone. In Jesus’ name we 
pray, amen.” 
 
As adults arrive to pick up, encourage them to show off their Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus 
puppets in the bags along with the Parent Note. Encourage them to retell the Christmas story at 
home as we celebrate that [Bottom Line] God loved us so much that He gave us a Savior. 
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4. Check Out & Parent Pick-up 
Kids should stay in the Small Group until their parents arrive to pick them up and show the 3 digit 
tag that matches the number on the name tag of the child being picked up. 
 
1. Talk about doing the God Time Cards and send one home with each child. 

When a kid from your small group leaves, say something positive and 
specific to their parent. Remember this week to Bottom Line:  

Encourage families to do the God Time Card together and read the 
Parent Cue. 


