
 

To create meaningful relationships with kids and parents so that they can confidently pursue a life-long 
relationship with Jesus. 

 
Grade 1,2: Small Group Leader Guide 
 

Dec. 13th  2020  
 

Today’s Bible Story: Joyful, Joyful (Gabriel Appears to Mary) • Luke 1:26-56 
Today’s Bottom Line: You can have joy because God has a plan for you. 
Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He 
is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV) 
Monthly Life App: Christmas—Celebrating Jesus, God’s greatest gift 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 
 

 
Small Group Connect (10 Minutes) 
 
1. Introduce yourself, and welcome new kids by name. 
2. Kids share what happened during the past week. 
3. Check up on past week’s prayer requests and events. 
4. Discuss the welcome question: “Ask them about the best and worst part of 

their week.” 
5. Activity 
1. Early Arriver 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group 
 
What You Do:  

• Welcome the kids by name as they arrive. Be sure to wish them a Merry Christmas! 
• Choose a kid to think of one Christmas themed object. (If they need help, you can 

whisper suggestions to them like: wreath, angel, manger, etc.) 
• Tell them not to say what they are thinking about but to keep it to themselves. 
• Invite the rest of the kids to guess the object by asking only “yes” or “no” questions. 
• Use a timer or set a limit of 20 questions. 
• Continue playing until each kid has had a chance to think of a Christmas object. 

 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
 
6. Coloring pages and toys for play time. 
7. Transition to Large Group:   
 
 
Lead your group to the Story Experience area.   



 

To create meaningful relationships with kids and parents so that they can confidently pursue a life-long 
relationship with Jesus. 

Small Group Activity (20 Minutes) 
 
1. Battle of the Teams 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and/or working as a group 
 
What You Need: “Angel” Activity Page, “Bow” Activity Page, “Tree” Activity Page, “Questions 
and Answers” Activity Page, “Questions Cards” Activity Page 
 
What You Do: 

• Divide the group into four teams.  
• Give each team one “angel” card, one “bow” card, and one “tree” card. 
• Make sure you keep the “Questions and Answers” Activity Page. 
• Tell kids that you will read a question that has three possible answers. 

o An angel, a bow, or a tree marks each answer. 
o Kids will work together to decide which of the three answers is the correct 

answer. 
o Each round, read a question and the three possible answers out loud, and then 

hold up the corresponding “Questions Card” to help kids remember which answer 
goes with which symbol. 

o Give the teams time to choose their answer. 
o After everyone has had a chance to discuss, direct teams to hold up the card 

(angel, bow, or tree) that is associated with their answer. 
o The team with the most correct answers wins. 

 
What You Say: 
“Mary was an ordinary person—like you and me. She was going to get married to Joseph and 
live a normal life. But then the mighty angel Gabriel showed up with something incredible to 
announce! How did Mary feel when Gabriel showed up? (She was very upset.) How do think 
she felt when he told her that she would be the mother of the Savior of the world who everyone 
had been waiting for? I bet she felt excited and overwhelmed. I would have felt all kinds of 
feelings, too!  
 
“In spite of feeling all those emotions, Mary realized that God had a perfect plan for her life. It 
would look very different then she had ever imagined. But God had chosen her to be Jesus’ 
mom! God had chosen her to raise the Savior who would save His people from their sins. Wow! 
Mary probably felt a lot of things, but one of the emotions Mary felt was joy! She was so joyful 
that she burst into a song of thanks to God! 
 
“Did you know God has a perfect plan for your life, too? He does! It’s a really, really good one. 
Even when unexpected things happen in your life, you can find joy in knowing that God is with 
you and He is always working toward the good plan He has for you. [Bottom Line] You can 
have joy because God has a plan for you.” 
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Small Group Discussion (10 Minutes) 
 
1. Say the Bottom Line and Bible Verse together: 
2. Today’s Bottom Line: We can have hope because God keeps His promises. 

Monthly Memory Verse: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He 
is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:11 (NIrV) 

 
4. Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: An activity that creates space for personal processing and application 
 
What You Need: Paper and pens 
 
What You Do:  

• Pass out an paper and a pen to each kid. 
• Invite the kids to write one word on the paper  that describes how they feel when they 

think about the fact that God has a plan for their life. 
• Invite the kids to interject the words they wrote as you close with the following prayer. 

 
What You Say: 
“Lord, we are so grateful that You have a plan for our lives. When we think of Your plan, we feel 
(pause to let kids read the words they wrote on their slips of paper). Remind us that You are 
working for Your good plan in our lives, even on our hardest days. Remind us that You are 
always with us, no matter what. Thank You for giving us a way to find joy even when things 
don’t go our way. We love You. In Jesus’ name, amen. [Bottom Line] You can have joy 
because God has a plan for you.”  
 
As adults arrive to pick up, have them ask kids to show them their index cards. Let it prompt a 
conversation about how kids learned that God has a plan for their lives. 
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3. Check Out & Parent Pick-up 
Kids should stay in the Small Group until their parents arrive to pick them up and show the 3 digit 
tag that matches the number on the name tag of the child being picked up. 
 
1. Talk about doing the God Time Cards and send one home with each child. 

When a kid from your small group leaves, say something positive and 
specific to their parent. Remember this week to Bottom Line:  

Encourage families to do the God Time Card together and read the 
Parent Cue. 


