Child

I N F O R M A T I O N

B O O K L E T

“Behold, children are a gift of the
LORD; the fruit of the womb is a
reward.” ~ Psalm 127:3
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What child dedication IS:
Child dedication is a public commitment you make before
God, your church, and your family. The dedication service provides you, the parent(s), an opportunity to express publically
your desire to lead and spiritually nurture your child in cooperation with the Holy Spirit, so your child will develop a desire to
love God and love others. It is the act of giving back to God

the gift he has given you as parents. It is an act of worship,
thanksgiving, dependence, trust, and commitment

What child dedication IS NOT:
Dedication is not a sacrament; nor does it impart grace or salvation to a child. Salvation comes only through faith in Jesus
Christ as each person recognizes their sinfulness and receives

forgiveness and eternal life through Christ and His work on the
cross.

What is the purpose of child dedication?
The word "dedicate" means to set aside or commit to a sacred
purpose. In essence, then, dedication means committing a
child to God and God’s purposes for that child. In one sense,

this is what every Christian parent wants to do, but in another
sense, parents can’t actually make this decision on behalf of
their children – as much as they might wish to! Each child will
have to make his or her own personal decision, as he or she
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gets older, about whether or not to commit himself or herself to
following Jesus Christ. Parents can guide, teach, pray for, and
lead their children, but parents cannot choose a life path for
their child. So even though we speak of dedicating the child to
the Lord, dedication is really a matter of the parents dedicating
themselves to the Lord. With that in mind, we see two primary
purposes for dedication:

1. For parents, joined by their church community, to celebrate the birth or adoption of a child, joyfully thanking
God for this new addition to the family and to the church
community.
2. For parents to commit themselves publicly to raise their
child in the nurture and love of the Lord, and for the
church to pray for them in their awesome responsibility as

parents.

Who should have their child dedicated?
If we agree that dedication is primarily parents publicly dedicating themselves to raise their children in the nurture and love of

the Lord, we’ll agree that these three things should be true of
the parents:
1. They should be committed Christians themselves. They should
have reached a point of believing the Good News – that God
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invites them to be part of God’s kingdom, family and mission in
this world. They have confidence that Jesus lived and died to
pay for their sins and rose from death to give them a new life,
that God loves them, and that they can have a growing relationship with God as a free gift of grace. They shouldn’t just be
Christian in name – but rather, Christians from the heart, with a
sincere personal, committed faith. (If you aren’t sure how to become a committed Christian, please speak with a pastor or staff

member – any of us would be glad to help you take this important step!)
2. They should be involved in the church – we believe that a
growing Christian is one who is connected with other believers
through a local church. By being part of a church body, we
can hear the Word of God explained and applied to our lives,
see how God works in other people's lives, and experience the
friendship of others believers.
3. They should take seriously their responsibility to raise their
children with a strong spiritual foundation. They should be committed to having their children in church, and even more importantly, to making God a part of their daily lives. There are
two beautiful passages that describe this type of parenting, one
from the Old Testament, and one from the New Testament:
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength. These commands that I give you
today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your chil-
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dren. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up… In
the future, when your son asks you, "What is the meaning of the
stipulations, decrees, and laws the Lord our God has commanded you?" tell him: "…The Lord commanded us to obey all these
decrees and to fear the Lord our God, so that we might always
prosper and be kept alive, as is the case today. And if we are
careful to obey all this law before the Lord our God, as he has

commanded us, that will be our righteousness." (Deuteronomy
6:4-25)
“Parents do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them
up in the training and instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4)
(this information is courtesy of McLean Bible Church)
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Questions to answer:
For Personal reflection:
1) Do I have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ myself,
and am I willing and committed to raise this child to know
and follow Jesus? (If you do not, we would love the opportunity to
talk further with you about this)

2) Are we committed to each other as parents, creating a stable environment in which our child will mature? Will we
make a covenant to strengthen our marriage relationship

3) Do we commit to be parents of personal faith, recognizing
our children are more likely to follow God’s path by the
model they first observe in us?

4) Are we committed to lead a faith-filled home that honours
God in all our relationships and in the choices we make in
spiritually growing our family?
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If you have answered YES to these questions, we invite you to
dedicate your child at our next Child Dedication.

TO SIGN UP FOR CHILD DEDICATION, PLEASE OUR OFFICE
AT INFO@MCKENZIETOWNECHURCH.COM

More Questions?
If you have any other questions regarding Child Dedication that
you would like to speak with a pastor about, please contact:

Trevor Berry
Pastor of Children’s Ministry
McKenzie Towne Church
Trevorb@mckenzietownechurch.com
403.257.5360
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