
 

 To create meaningful relationships with kids and parents so that they can confidently pursue a life-long 
relationship with Jesus 

 

K - Grade 4: Story Experience 
 

April 5: The Way 
 

Bible Story: The Way (Jesus Prays in Gethsemane) • Matthew 26:36-56 (Supporting: 
Luke 22:39-46) 
Bottom Line: Put others first. 
Memory Verse: Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. 
Instead, be humble. Value others more than yourselves. Philippians 2:3 (NIrV) 
Life App: Humility—Putting others first by giving up what you think you deserve 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

Story Experience Outline 
As the Story Experience Leader, you win when you engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and 
interactive Bible story and prayer experience in a Large Group setting. 

 
1. Intro (5 Minutes) 
CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide 

A. Welcome  
• “Welcome, everyone to [your environment’s name]! My name is [your name], and it’s 

the PERFECT day for you to be here. You want to know why? It’s a new month! It’s 
almost Easter! And that’s a pretty big deal. 

• “Jesus pretty much changed EVERYTHING when He died on the cross and then 
came back to life. It’s like He turned the whole world upside down! He gave us the 
greatest example of humility. 

B. Scripture 
• And the Bible talks about this:  
• “Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. Instead, be 

humble. Value others more than yourselves, Philippians 2:3 (NIrV). 
C. Bible Story Lead Up 
• Guys we get to learn more about Jesus and how He lived out our Bottom Line which 

is: put others first.  
• Has anyone ever helped you? Has anyone put you first? How did it feel?  

D. Use this question to help them engage with the video: 
• Let’s learn about this more in our story today …  

 
2. Bible Story & Video (On-Screen 11:57) 
 
3. Reflection (5 Minutes) 

D. Reflection 
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• Jesus put God’s plan first when He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. Even though it 
was super hard, Jesus faced it anyway. He put us first, because He trusted God’s plan. 
“Our job is to follow the example Jesus gave us. 
• “This was what God’s Big Story was leading to, all throughout history. This was why God 

had sent Jesus in the first place. Jesus had come to die on the cross to pay the price for 
our sins. It was all starting to happen as the Scriptures foretold it, and now that Jesus 
had been arrested, He was eventually on His way to the cross. 
• “Through it all, through everything, Jesus chose humility. He chose to put others first. He 

chose to put US first. As we remember His example, we can choose to live the same 
way. 

E. Application 
CG: Bottom Line Slide 
 

• “We can choose to [Bottom Line] put others first. 
• “So what does that look like for us? Well, when’s the last time you let someone ELSE 

pick the restaurant when you go out to eat—even if it’s a place where you don’t like 
their fries? What about taking the second controller and letting someone else pick 
the stage on Smash Bros.™? Don’t you always want to have first controller? Or at 
recess, you don’t always have to be the one to pick the game. You can show humility 
and let others pick the game they want, the swing they want, or the teammates they 
want.  

 
• “Humility is like ‘anti-selfishness.’ It’s taking that ‘me-first’ attitude and turning it 

upside down. Instead, it’s putting others first and [Basic Truth] treating them the 
way you want to be treated. 

 
CG: Blank Memory Verse Slide 
 

• “Take a look at our memory verse for this month, Philippians 2:3. 
 

• CG: Memory Verse Slide 
 
• “Don’t do anything only to get ahead. Don’t do it because you are proud. Instead, be 

humble. Value others more than yourselves, Philippians 2:3 (NIrV). 
• Can we repeat that together???  
• “That verse is so good! Be humble. Value others more than yourselves. If you can 

learn this now, at your age, it’ll help you a TON in the future! Now you can head to 
your small groups and talk some more about putting others first.” 

• WHAT CAN THIS LOOK LIKE IN OUR LIVS? 
F. Pray  
G. “God, thank You for Jesus. We can’t begin to understand what He went through in that 

garden, but even through it all, He chose to follow Your plan. He chose to put us first. 
Please help us to always follow You, no matter how difficult things might be. Help us to 
follow Jesus’ perfect example of humility as we choose to [Bottom Line] put others 
first. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen.” 

H. Close 
 
SFX: Play high-energy music as the kids exit. 
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Bible Story Outline 
The Way (Jesus Prays in Gethsemane) • Matthew 26:36-56 (Supporting: Luke 22:39-46) 
 
 
SETTING UP THE STORY 
• The greatest example of humility was when Jesus gave His life for us on the cross 
• People were following Jesus everywhere, wanting to hear His teaching or experience a 

miraculous healing 
• The religious leaders were plotting to silence Jesus once and for all 
• On the Sunday before the feast of Passover, Jesus entered Jerusalem 
• Crowds of people were there to cheer for him: Matthew 21:9 
• Judas was going behind Jesus’ back and meeting with the religious leaders 
• He agreed to turn Jesus over to them for 30 pieces of silver 
• Jesus knew about Judas’ plans, but He also knew that He had to go through with everything 

that was coming 
• He gathered His closest friends so they could celebrate the Passover meal together 
 
 
TABLE FOR THIRTEEN, PLEASE 
• Jesus wanted to prepare His friends for what would happen next 
• After He shared the Passover meal with them, He led them on a walk out of the city 
• Jesus told them: John 16:16, John 16:28 
• Judas had already left by then, to betray Jesus 
• Jesus led the disciples to the Mount of Olives 
• Jesus and Peter: Matthew 26:31-35 
• Jesus’ friends pledged their loyalty, but Jesus knew what was about to happen 
 
 
SLEEPY TIME 
• When they reached the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus asked the disciples to stay while He 

went off to pray 
• Jesus asked that Peter, James, and John come along with Him 
• Jesus said: Matthew 26:38 
• Jesus went a little farther to pray while His friends tried to stay awake: Matthew 26:39 
• Jesus returned and found His three friends asleep: Matthew 26:40 
• He asked the men if they would stay awake and pray while HE went to pray for a second 

time: Matthew 26:42 
• He returned, and again, they were asleep 
• Jesus went back to pray a third time; again, He asked God if there was any other way, but 

He trusted God’s plan 
 
 
SEALED WITH A KISS 
• Jesus returned to the sleeping disciples and woke them 
• A large crowd had arrived, sent by the chief priests and elders, with Judas 
• Jesus said: Matthew 26:45-46 
• Judas had told the mob he would identify Jesus with a kiss on the cheek 
• Jesus: Matthew 26:50 
• Peter swing his sword and cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant 
• Jesus told Peter to stop; He knew that He had to be arrested 
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• He reached out and healed the servant’s ear 
• Jesus spoke to the crowd: Matthew 26:55-56 
 
 
WRAPPING UP THE STORY 
• The people arrested Jesus and took Him away 
• Jesus’ friends ran away 
• Jesus had chosen a path of humility that would bring life for everyone—but one that would 

cost Him everything 
• When He was praying, He asked if it could all go away 
• But in the end, He gave up what He wanted for the sake of God’s bigger plan 
• He chose to put US first when He allowed Himself to be arrested . . . and eventually, when 

He died on the cross for our sins 
• Jesus put us first; we can choose to follow His example today 
• BL: Put others first. 
• Put others’ needs above your own 
• With God’s help, we can choose to put others first 
 


