Worshiping Our God,
Who Gathers and Perfects the Saints!

September 27, 2020
10:30 AM

Prelude Eternal Purposes Olivier Messiaen

Dennis Bergin, organ

Ephesians 1:4
In love he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will.
Outbursts of Joy from “A Soul Before the Glory of Christ Which Is Its Own Glory”
									 Olivier Messiaen
Colossians 1:12, Ephesians 1:5
Giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the
saints in light...and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places
in Christ Jesus.
Note on the Organ Prelude by Dennis Bergin
Twentieth century visionary composer Olivier Messiaen has contributed many
compositions to the organ repertoire inspired by his deep Christian faith and
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. The two works which comprise today's prelude are
both inspired by the Epistles to the Ephesians and the Colossians. "Eternal Purposes"
is a serene meditation played on the quiet flute and string stops of the organ expressing
God's eternal purpose in adopting those redeemed by his Son to eternal life and new
identity as his children. A quiet joy permeates this work.
"Outbursts of Joy" is a climactic toccata for the full organ depicting the explosive
shouts of the redeemed of Christ filling and echoing throughout the entire cosmos in
praise of God's amazing grace in Jesus. The business of heaven is joy..the music of
heaven is joy! This is the vision which Messiaen endeavors to communicate in his
unique music.
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Welcome

David Barnes, Student Ministry Director
We Prepare our Hearts for Worship Oh Give Thanks! (Psalm 107)

Bill Myers & Peter Lilley, vocals & guitar
We were wand’ring in the desert with our souls so starved and weak
We were hungry for a homeland we did not know how to seek
But we lifted up our voices to the only One who hears
And the God of mercy came and brought us near.
Chorus: Oh give thanks to the Lord for His love endures forever!
We were wandering and lost, and our Father brought us home
To a safe dwelling place, to a feast of joy and laughter.
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!
We were fools in our rebellion, with our hunger strike of pride
We were sick and growing closer to the death we should have died
Then He heard of our condition, and He called us by our names
And the God of glory took away our shame! (Chorus)

Words & Music: Wendell Kimbrough; ©2014 Wendell Kimbrough. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738.

*God Calls Us to Worship Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22

Reverend Bill Myers
Pastor:
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love
		
endures forever!
People:
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he has redeemed from 		
		
trouble and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west,
		
from the north and from the south.
Pastor:
Some were fools through their sinful ways, and because of their iniquities 		
		
suffered affliction; they loathed any kind of food, and they drew near to the
		
gates of death.
People:
Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them
		
from their distress.
Pastor:
He sent out his word and healed them, and delivered them from their 		
		
destruction. Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love, for his
		
wondrous works to the children of man!
People:
And let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, and tell of his deeds in
		
songs of joy!
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*We Sing with Joy and Gladness!
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*We Invoke His Presence
God Exposes Our Need Acts 20:29-30

David Barnes, Student Ministry Director
I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the
flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw
away the disciples after them.
We Confess Our Sin
Christ Provides for Our Need Acts 20:31-32

Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to
admonish every one with tears. And now I commend you to God and to the word of his
grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who
are sanctified.
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*Nor Ever Let Me Stray!

Carrie Smith, piano; Matt Brantley, bass; Rod Cunningham, keyboard; Greg Wagener, drums
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*God Reveals How We Are Brought Near to Him! Ephesians 2:12-18

Pastor:
		
		
People:
		
Pastor:
		
		
People:
		
		
Pastor:
		
People:

Remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise,
having no hope and without God in the world.
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought
near by the blood of Christ.
For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken
down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of
commandments expressed in ordinances,
That he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so
making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through
the cross, thereby killing the hostility.
And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those
who were near.
For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.
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*We Sing Your Redeeming Grace!
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God Reveals His Work Acts 14:26-27

From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God
for the work that they had fulfilled. And when they arrived and gathered the church
together, they declared all that God had done with them, and how he had opened a door
of faith to the Gentiles.
Andy & Missy Shadburne – Australia

*We Give Him All the Praise Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessing flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly hosts;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

We Invoke His Help Ephesians 6:17-18a

Reverend Bill Myers
Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,
praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert
with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints…
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We Prepare for God's Word! He Is the Rock

Sing! Jr.; Rachel DeGroot, soprano; Shelly Hannaford, alto; Rod Cunningham, tenor;
Brian Roby, bass; Nathanael Zanders, congas
He is the Rock, He is the Rock of Ages,
He is the Rock, the Chief and Cornerstone.
He is the Rock, He is the Sure Foundation.
I will put my trust in the strength of the Lord.
Chorus: He is the Rock, He is the Rock of Ages.
He is the Rock, the Chief and Cornerstone.
He is the Rock, He is the Sure Foundation.
I will put my trust in the strength of the Lord.
I will put my trust in the Lord.
My hope is built on nothing less, my hope is built on nothing less,
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness, than Jesus’ blood and righteousness,
I dare not trust the sweetest frame but wholly lean on Jesus’ name,
On Jesus’ name. (Chorus)
Words & Music: Michael Barrett; ©1997 Malcolm Music A Div. of Shawnee Press Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under
OneLicense.net #A-715258.

God Proclaims His Word
Sermon Series
Scripture Text
Sermon Title

David Barnes, Student Ministry Director
“A Pillar and Buttress of Truth”
Ephesians 2:19-22
The Church's Two Fold Task: Gathering & Perfecting the Saints

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole
structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also
are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
19
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*We Dwell in Faith and Unity!
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*Benediction Ephesians 3:20-21

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Postlude Reprise: Oh How Good It Is!
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Sermon No t e s

The Church's Two Fold Task: Gathering & Perfecting the Saints
David Barnes, Student Ministry Director
Ephesians 2:19-22

The Church...
1. Gathered by Jesus.

2. Perfected for God.

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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