
I am writing these  
things to you so that…

you may know how one 
ought to behave in the 

household of God,  
which is the church of 
the living God, a pillar 

and buttress of the truth.
1 Timothy 3:14a-15  
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

September 13, 2020
10:30 AM

Prelude   Chorale-Fantasia   on Darwall's 148th "Rejoice, the Lord is King" 
Harold E. Darke
Dennis Bergin, organ

Rejoice, the Lord is King!  Your Lord and King adore;
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph evermore:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice; again I say, Rejoice!

Our Savior Jesus reigns, the God of truth and love;
When he had purged our stains, he took his seat above:
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice;
Rejoice; again I say, Rejoice!
   Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
   Tune:  John Darwall, 1731-1789

Welcome
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

We Prepare our Hearts for Worship   Jesus Christ, Our Sure Foundation     
Kyrstan Brantley, soprano; Shelly Hannaford, alto; Rod Cunningham, tenor; Brian Roby, bass; 
Prudence Barker, violin; Laura Quinn, cello; Holly Cover, clarinet; Will Barker, trombone; 
Tom Orear, euphonium; Carrie Smith, piano

Jesus Christ, our sure foundation, he whose purpose stays the same,
Building for himself a nation, giving those he calls his name.
Praise we now and evermore, Jesus we adore!
God has giv’n to us salvation, Jesus Christ has borne our blame. 

Shepherd, Guardian, he who teaches on whose grace the church depends,
Tending it through hist’ry’s reaches, and will keep it to the end.
Praise we now and evermore, Jesus we adore!
He who from the first did seek us, Savior, Ruler, Guide, and Friend.

Worshiping Christ,  
The Head of the Church!
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*God Calls Us to Worship   Psalm 87
David Barnes, Student Ministry Director

Pastor:  On the holy mount stands the city he founded; the Lord loves the gates of   
  Zion more than all the dwelling places of Jacob.
People:  Glorious things of you are spoken, O city of God.
Pastor:  Among those who know me I mention Rahab and Babylon; behold, Philistia   
  and Tyre, with Cush— “This one was born there,” they say.
People:  And of Zion it shall be said, “This one and that one were born in her”; for   
  the Most High himself will establish her. 
Pastor:  The Lord records as he registers the peoples, “This one was born there.” 
All:  Singers and dancers alike say, “All my springs are in you.”
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*We Are Founded on the Rock of Ages! 
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*We Invoke His Presence

God Exposes Our Need   1 Corinthians 3:11   
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John

No one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.

We Confess Our Sin

Christ Provides for Our Need   1 Corinthians 3:21-23  
So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or 
the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, and you are Christ's, 
and Christ is God's.
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*We Boast in Jesus Christ, Our Lord!
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*God Reveals His Chosen Church!    
The Scots Confession Chapter 16 & Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 8:1

Pastor:  As we believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; so do we most  
  constantly believe that from the beginning there has been, now is, and to 
  the end of the world shall be, a church:
People:  That is to say, a company and multitude of men chosen of God, who  
  rightly worship and embrace him, by true faith in Christ Jesus, who is 
  the only Head of the same church, which also is the body and spouse of  
  Christ Jesus; 
Pastor:  Which church is catholic - that is, universal - because it contains the elect of  
  all ages, all realms, nations, and tongues, be they of the Jews, or be they of  
  the Gentiles; who have communion and society with God the Father, and  
  with his Son Christ Jesus, through the sanctification of his Holy Spirit;  
People:  And therefore it is called the communion, not of profane persons, but  
  of saints, who, as citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem, have the fruition of  
  the most profound benefits: to wit, of one God, one Lord Jesus, one faith,  
  and of one baptism;
Pastor:  It pleased God, in his eternal purpose, to choose and ordain the Lord Jesus,  
  his only begotten Son, to be the Mediator between God and man,
People:  The Prophet, Priest, and King, the Head and Savior of his church, the  
  Heir of all things, and Judge of the world: unto whom he did from all  
  eternity give a people, to be his seed, and to be by him in time redeemed,  
  called, justified, sanctified and glorified.
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*We, the Church of Christ, Rejoice!
Bill Myers, guitar; Matt Brantley, bass; Greg Wagener, drums

Come People of the Risen King

Words and Music: Keith & Kristyn Getty; Stuart Townend ©2005 Thankyou Music. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738.
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We Invoke His Help   Isaiah 51:1    
David Barnes, Student Ministry Director

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord: look to the rock 
from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.

We Prepare for God's Word!   Built on the Rock the Church Shall Stand
Rachel DeGroot, soprano; Prudence, alto; Rod Cunningham, tenor; Will Barker, bass

Built on the Rock, the church shall stand, even when nations are falling;
Idols bow down in ev’ry land, Christ is still reigning and calling,
Calling the young and old to rest, but above all the soul distrest, 
Longing for rest everlasting.

We are God’s house of living stone, built up for His habitation;
He through eternal grace us earns praise for His wondrous salvation.
So we praise Christ His name to tell, for still He deigns with us to dwell.
With all His grace and His favor.

Christ takes His seat upon His throne on the right hand of His Father,
Ever interceding for us Christ our God and Brother;
He speaks the Word of life to all who build their hope in Him, in Him,
Built on the Rock the church shall stand. Amen.

Words: Russell St. John; Music: S. DRUMMOND WOLFF; ©1960 Concordia Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.

God Proclaims His Word Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
 Sermon Series “A Pillar and Buttress of Truth”
 Scripture Text  Colossians 1:15-20
 Sermon Title  Christ, The Only Head of the Church 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 
17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of 
the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything 
he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making 
peace by the blood of his cross.
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*We Sing Laud and Honor!
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*Benediction

Postlude   Reprise:  Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
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Sermon Notes

Christ, The Only Head of the Church 
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor 
Colossians 1:15-20 

Since Jesus alone is Head of the Church, the Church must keep Jesus preeminent.

1.  Jesus is the God of Creation.

2.  Jesus is the God of Re-Creation.

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.


