Worshiping Our God, Who Instructs
Us to Pursue the Wisdom of Diligence!

August 16, 2020
10:30 AM

Prelude Alleluyas Simon Preston

Dennis Bergin, organ
At His feet the six-winged Seraph; Cherubim with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry,
Alleluya, Alleluya, Alleluya, Lord most high. (Liturgy of St. James)
Welcome

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
We Prepare our Hearts for Worship The Spacious Firmament on High

Rachel DeGroot, soprano; Kyrstan Brantley, alto; Bob Nagy, tenor; Brian Roby, bass;
Carrie Smith, piano
The spacious firmament on high, with all the blue ethereal sky,
And spangled heav’ns, a shining frame, their great Original proclaim.
Th’unwearied sun, from day to day, does his Creator’s pow’r display,
And publishes to ev’ry land the work of an almighty hand.
*God Calls Us to Worship Psalm 8

David Barnes, Student Ministry Director
Pastor:
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
People:
You have set your glory above the heavens.
Pastor:
Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established strength 			
		
because of your foes, to still the enemy and the avenger.
People:
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the 		
		
stars, which you have set in place, what is man that you are mindful of 		
		
him, and the son of man that you care for him?
Pastor:
Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned 		
		
him with glory and honor.
People:
You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;
Pastor:
You have put all things under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts 		
		
of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes 		
		
along the paths of the seas.
People:
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
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*We Are Made for Thee!
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*We Invoke His Presence
God Exposes Our Need 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John
For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not
willing to work, let him not eat. For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not
busy at work, but busybodies. Now such persons we command and encourage in the
Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.
We Confess Our Sin
Christ Provides for Our Need Titus 3:3-6

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions
and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one
another. But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he
saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior…
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*We Want to Praise You with Our Every Thought and Deed!

Carrie Smith, piano; Bill Myers, guitar; Matt Brantley, bass; Greg Wagener, drums
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Words and Music: Bob Kauflin; ©2006 Sovereign Grace Praise (BMI). Sovereign Grace Music, a division of Sovereign Grace Ministries.
From Valley of Vision prayer "Regeneration." All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI # 254738.
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*God Reveals His Instruction to the Sluggard!

Proverbs 6:6-11; 19:15; 21:25; 20:4; 22:13; 19:24; 24:30-34
Pastor:
		
		
People:
		
Pastor:
		
People:
Pastor:
People:
		
Pastor:
People:
		
Pastor:
		
		
		
People:
		

Go to the ant, O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. Without having 		
any chief, officer, or ruler, she prepares her bread in summer and gathers her 		
food in harvest.
How long will you lie there, O sluggard? When will you arise from
your sleep?
A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, and poverty 		
will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man.
Slothfulness casts into a deep sleep, and an idle person will suffer hunger.
The desire of the sluggard kills him, for his hands refuse to labor.
The sluggard does not plow in the autumn; he will seek at harvest and 		
have nothing.
The sluggard says, “There is a lion outside! I shall be killed in the streets!”
The sluggard buries his hand in the dish and will not even bring it back
to his mouth.
I passed by the field of a sluggard, by the vineyard of a man lacking sense, 		
and behold, it was all over-grown with thorns; the ground was covered with 		
nettles, and its stone wall was broken down. Then I saw and considered it; I 		
looked and received instruction.
A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, and 		
poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man.
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*We Offer the Work of Our Hands!
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We Invoke His Help Psalm 40:17

David Barnes, Student Ministry Director
As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought for me. You are my help and
my deliverer; do not delay, O my God!
We Prepare for God's Word! Spirit of God, Abide with Me

Rachel DeGroot, Kyrstan Brantley, Bob Nagy, Brian Roby
Spirt of God, descend upon my heart;
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move.
Stoop to my weakness mighty as Thou art,
And make me love Thee as I ought to love.
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide!
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.
Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move.
Stoop to my weakness mighty as Thou art,
And make me love Thee as I ought to love.
Abide with me!
Help of the helpless, O abide, with me,
Spirit of God, descend upon my heart!

Words & Music: Traditional Hymns: MORECAMBE; words by George Croly (1780-1860); melody by Frederick Cook Atkinson (1841-1897); Arr: Philip Kern; ©1992
Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-715258.
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God Proclaims His Word
Sermon Series
Scripture Text
Sermon Title

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
“Proverbs: Short Sentences, Long Remembered”
Proverbs 26:13-16
The Sluggard

The sluggard says, “There is a lion in the road!
There is a lion in the streets!”
14
As a door turns on its hinges,
so does a sluggard on his bed.
15
The sluggard buries his hand in the dish;
it wears him out to bring it back to his mouth.
16
The sluggard is wiser in his own eyes
than seven men who can answer sensibly.
13

**We Serve the King of kings!

*Benediction
Postlude Reprise: Rise Up, O Church of God
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Sermon No t e s

The Sluggard

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Proverbs 26:13-16

Since laziness is folly, pursue the wisdom of diligence.
1. The Fool is intellectually lazy.
A. In his excuses

B. In his observations

2. The Fool is physically lazy.
A. With his work

B. With his health

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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