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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

December 6, 2020
10:30 AM

Prelude     
Dennis Bergin, organ

Magnificat I   Marcel Dupre
Luke 1:46-48a (KJV)  And Mary said, my soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour, for he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden.

The Angels from “The Nativity of the Lord”   Olivier Messiaen
Luke 2:13, 14a (KJV)  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest...   

Magnificat VI “Gloria”   Marcel Dupre

Welcome
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

Advent Bell Tolling

Worshiping Our Savior, 
Who Found Us!
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Lighting of the Advent Candle - The Rahab Candle
David Barnes, Student Ministry Director; Virginia McGuigan, reader

Pastor:  Today, we light the second candle of Advent – the Rahab Candle.
  Matthew 1:1-5 (NIV) This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of   
  David, the son of Abraham: Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father   
  of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, Judah the father of 
  Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron,   
  Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the   
  father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, Salmon the father of Boaz,   
  whose mother was Rahab…
Reader: When scripture mentions Rahab, she is almost always called Rahab the   
  harlot, except in Matthew’s genealogy. Matthew calls her, Rahab the 
  mother of Boaz! Our Savior found Rahab the harlot in Jericho and    
  transformed her by His Spirit from fallen woman, to chosen mother, who   
  would shape the character, faith and godliness of a son named Boaz. He 
  would one day be the kinsmen-redeemer of Ruth, mother of Obed, the father   
  of Jesse, and Jesse the father of king David. Best of all, Rahab’s name in 
  Jesus’ family tree shines the HOPE of Christmas: There is now no    
  condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus… Romans 8:1, and for God 
  did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that   
  the world might be saved through him… John 3:17.
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*He Came Through Jesse’s Lineage!    
Orchestra; Carrie Smith, piano
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*God Calls Us to Worship   Psalm 24:1-5, 9-10  
Pastor:  The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who  
  dwell therein, for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon 
  the rivers. 
People:  Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in his 
  holy place?
Pastor:  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to  
  what is false and does not swear deceitfully.
People:  He will receive blessing from the LORD and righteousness from the God  
  of his salvation.  
Pastor: Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King  
  of glory may come in. 
All:  Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory!
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*The Savior of the World Has Come! 
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*We Invoke His Presence

God Exposes Our Need   Deuteronomy 30:15-20    
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John

“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God that I command you today, by loving the Lord 
your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes 
and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your God will bless you in 
the land that you are entering to take possession of it. But if your heart turns away, and 
you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, I declare 
to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are 
going over the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore, choose life, 
that you and your offspring may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice and 
holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may dwell in the land 
that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.”

We Confess Our Sin

Christ Provides for Our Need   Hebrews 11:31  
By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because 
she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.
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*We Receive Tidings of Comfort and Joy!
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*God Reveals He Is the Great Shepherd of His Sheep!   Ezekiel 34:11-16; John 10:14-16
Pastor:  “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep 

and will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among 
his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will 
rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of 
clouds and thick darkness.

People:  And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them 
on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places 
of the country.

Pastor:  I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel 
shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, 
and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. I myself will 
be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares 
the Lord GOD. 

People:  I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up 
the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I 
will destroy. I will feed them in justice.

Pastor:  I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as 
 the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for 
 the sheep.
All:  And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, 

and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.
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*How Great Our Joy!
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We Invoke His Help   Psalm 22:5    
Dan Marcotte, Elder

To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and were not put to shame.

We Prepare for God's Word!   Rejoice with Me! 
Sing! Jr.; Carrie Smith, piano; Matt Brantley, bass; 
Nathanael Zanders & Greg Wagener, percussion 

A shepherd tending his sheep one day saw that one had wandered away.
He found his sheep, oh, could it be that Jesus, like him, would look for me?

A woman having a very hard time searched her house for her lost dime.
She found her coin, oh, could it be that Jesus, like her, would look for me?

Rejoice, rejoice! Rejoice with me! 
Hear Jesus say, hear Jesus say, rejoice, rejoice with me!

When Jesus tells a story, it is plain to see
That he will find us when we’re lost and say, “Rejoice with me!

A father’s son had gone far away, so he watched the road each day.
He saw, he ran, oh, could it be that Jesus, like him, would look for me?

Rejoice, rejoice! Rejoice with me! 
Hear Jesus say, hear Jesus say, rejoice, rejoice with me!
Rejoice, rejoice! Rejoice with me! 
Rejoice, rejoice! Rejoice with me, rejoice!

Words: Terry W. York, based on Luke 15; Music: Vicki Hancock Wright; ©2006 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net 
#A-715258.

God Proclaims His Word Reverend Dr. Russell St. John
 Sermon Series “Our Savior Found Us”
 Scripture Text  Joshua 2:1-21
 Sermon Title  God Found Rahab 

1 And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, “Go, 
view the land, especially Jericho.” And they went and came into the house of a prostitute 
whose name was Rahab and lodged there. 2 And it was told to the king of Jericho, 
“Behold, men of Israel have come here tonight to search out the land.” 3 Then the king 
of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who entered 
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your house, for they have come to search out all the land.” 4 But the woman had taken 
the two men and hidden them. And she said, “True, the men came to me, but I did not 
know where they were from. 5 And when the gate was about to be closed at dark, the men 
went out. I do not know where the men went. Pursue them quickly, for you will overtake 
them.” 6 But she had brought them up to the roof and hid them with the stalks of flax 
that she had laid in order on the roof. 7 So the men pursued after them on the way to the 
Jordan as far as the fords. And the gate was shut as soon as the pursuers had gone out.

8 Before the men lay down, she came up to them on the roof 9 and said to the men, “I 
know that the Lord has given you the land, and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, 
and that all the inhabitants of the land melt away before you. 10 For we have heard how 
the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and 
what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and 
Og, whom you devoted to destruction. 11 And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, 
and there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the Lord your God, he is God 
in the heavens above and on the earth beneath. 12 Now then, please swear to me by the 
Lord that, as I have dealt kindly with you, you also will deal kindly with my father's 
house, and give me a sure sign 13 that you will save alive my father and mother, my 
brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.” 14 And 
the men said to her, “Our life for yours even to death! If you do not tell this business of 
ours, then when the Lord gives us the land we will deal kindly and faithfully with you.”

15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was built into the 
city wall, so that she lived in the wall. 16 And she said to them, “Go into the hills, or the 
pursuers will encounter you, and hide there three days until the pursuers have returned. 
Then afterward you may go your way.” 17 The men said to her, “We will be guiltless with 
respect to this oath of yours that you have made us swear. 18 Behold, when we come into 
the land, you shall tie this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, 
and you shall gather into your house your father and mother, your brothers, and all your 
father's household. 19 Then if anyone goes out of the doors of your house into the street, 
his blood shall be on his own head, and we shall be guiltless. But if a hand is laid on 
anyone who is with you in the house, his blood shall be on our head. 20 But if you tell this 
business of ours, then we shall be guiltless with respect to your oath that you have made 
us swear.” 21 And she said, “According to your words, so be it.” Then she sent them away, 
and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window.
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*We Adore Him, Christ the Lord!

*Benediction 

Postlude   Reprise:  O Come, All Ye Faithful!
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Sermon Notes

God Found Rahab 
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Joshua 2:1-21 

How did God “find” Rahab?

1.  God found Rahab living in sin.

2.   God found Rahab turning in fear.

3.   God found Rahab walking in truth.

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.


