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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

December 24, 2020
5:30pmWorshiping Our Savior, 

Who Found Us!
Prelude     Carillon on a Ukrainian Bell Carol   Gerald Near
Dennis Bergin, organ

Welcome
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

Advent Bell Tolling

Lighting of the Advent Candle - The Christ Candle   
David Barnes, Student Ministry Director; Greg Wagener, reader

Pastor:  Tonight we light the fifth candle of Advent - The Christ Candle 
 While many opposed Jesus’ interaction with “sinners,” Matthew 9:10-13 

records Jesus’ own understanding of his purpose and ministry: “As Jesus 
reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came 
and were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw 
this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors 
and sinners?’ But when he heard it, he said, ‘Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means: 
“I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.” For I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners.’”

Reader: Time and again Jesus explained not only how he seeks and saves that which 
was lost, but also how much the Father rejoices when one sinner is found. 
In Matthew 18:12 Jesus says, “What do you think? If a man has a hundred 
sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on 
the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray?” In Luke 15:8 
he asks, “What woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does 
not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it?” 
And with the parable of the Prodigal Son, Jesus shows the joy of the Father 
in receiving sinners who turn to him in faith. Jesus says, in Luke 15:20-24: 
“[The prodigal] arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him 
and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father 
said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a 
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, 
and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 
was lost, and is found.”
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December 24,  2020:  Christmas Eve Service

Our Savior Found Us!   Rejoice! With Me 
Sing! Jr.; Vickie Loveall & Wynn Akin, bells; Prudence, Heidi & Mary Barker, violins; 
Heather Barker, viola; Laura Quinn, cello; Carrie Smith, piano 

A shepherd tending his sheep one day saw that one had wandered away.
He found his sheep, oh, could it be that Jesus, like him, would look for me?

A woman having a very hard time searched her house for her lost dime.
She found her coin, oh, could it be that Jesus, like her, would look for me?

Rejoice, rejoice! Rejoice with me! 
Hear Jesus say, hear Jesus say, rejoice, rejoice with me!

When Jesus tells a story, it is plain to see
That he will find us when we’re lost and say, “Rejoice with me!

A father’s son had gone far away, so he watched the road each day.
He saw, he ran, oh, could it be that Jesus, like him, would look for me?

Rejoice, rejoice! Rejoice with me! 
Hear Jesus say, hear Jesus say, rejoice, rejoice with me!
Rejoice, rejoice! Rejoice with me! 
Rejoice, rejoice! Rejoice with me, rejoice!

Words: Terry W. York, based on Luke 15; Music: Vicki Hancock Wright; ©2006 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net 
#A-715258.

*God Calls Us to Worship   Matthew 1:18-21
David Barnes, Student Ministry Director

Pastor:  Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.
People:  When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came   
  together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
Pastor:  And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame,  
  resolved to divorce her quietly.
People: But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared   
  to him in a dream, saying, 
Pastor:  “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is   
  conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
All:  She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his   
  people from their sins.”
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

*We Invoke His Presence

*God and Sinners Reconciled!   



5
December 24,  2020:  Christmas Eve Service

God Speaks Through His Word to His Children! 
David Barnes, Student Ministry Director

A Son Has Been Given!    For Unto Us a Child Is Born  from Handel’s “Messiah”
Sing! Jr.; Middle School/High School Ensemble; Prudence Barker, violin; Laura Quinn, cello; 
Carrie Smith, piano

For unto us a child is born, unto us, a Son is given, unto us, a Son is given
And the government shall be upon His shoulder:
And His name shall be called: Wonderful Counselor, The Mighty God, 
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

For unto us a child is born, unto us, a Son is given, unto us, a Son is given
And the government shall be upon His shoulder:
And His name shall be called: Wonderful Counselor, The Mighty God, 
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Created: Timothy W. Sharp; Arr: James Michael Stevens & W. Daniel Landes; ©1991, SBW & Associates, Inc., a div. of Integra Music Groups, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-715258.
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

Scripture Reading   Luke 2:1-5
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because 
he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who 
was with child. 

He Descended to Us!   O Little Town of Bethlehem
Duet: Lily Reynolds & Belle St. John

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

Words Phillips Brook: Music: Based on “Prelude in C” J. S. Bach; Lewis Redner; Arr: Kay Hawkes Goodyear; ©1984, Chapel Hill Music, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-715258.

Scripture Reading   Luke 2:6-7
While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn.
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Join Us Now in This Song of Praise!   Mary, Mary
Sing! Jr. & Middle School/High School Ensemble; 
Heather Barker & Greg Wagener, percussion

Mary rock your little baby. Oo, in the stable tonight.
Mary, rock your little baby. Rock your baby in the heavenly light.

Mary, Mary rock your little baby. Oo, in the stable tonight.
Mary, Mary rock your little baby. Rock your baby in the heavenly light.

Angels join in the lullaby as the star shines bright in the winter sky.
Shepherds travel from far and wide, just to kneel at the baby’s side.

Mary rock your little baby. Oo, in the stable tonight.
Mary, rock your little baby. Rock your baby in the heavenly light.

Holy baby from heav’n above you have come to offer us peace and love.
Join we now in a song of praise, on this happiest day of days.

Mary, Mary rock your little baby. Oo, in the stable tonight.
Mary, Mary rock your little baby. Rock your baby in the heavenly light.

Rock, rock your baby tonight. O Mary, rock, rock your baby tonight.
Rock, rock your baby tonight. Rock your baby in the holy light.

Mary, Mary rock your little baby. Oo, in the stable tonight.
Mary, Mary rock your little baby. Rock your baby in the heavenly light.

I said, “Rock your baby in the heavenly
O Mary, rock your baby tonight!”

Words & Music: Mary Donnelly; Arr: George L.O. Strid; ©2000, Studio 224, Controlled by Alfred Music Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 
permission under OneLicense.net #A-715258.

Scripture Reading   Luke 2:8-10
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, 
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

*How Great Our Joy!   
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Scripture Reading!   Luke 2:11-12
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 

Be Near Me, Lord Jesus!   Away in a Manger
Sing! Jr. & Middle School/High School Ensemble

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looking down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the poor baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes;
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray;
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to Heaven to live with Thee there, 
Forever in Thy care.

Words & Music: TRADITIONAL; Arr: Patsy Ford Simms; ©1999, Studio 224, Controlled by Warner Brothers Publications U.S., Inc. All rights reserved. 

Scripture Reading   Luke 2:13-14
Suddenly  there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom 
he is pleased!”
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

*We Sing, Gloria In Excelsis Deo! 
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Scripture Reading   Luke 2:15-20
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 
lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 
told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds 
told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

Hark! A Voice from Yonder Manger!
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God Reveals His Word Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
 Sermon Series “Our Savior Found Us”
 Scripture Text  Luke 19:1-10
 Sermon Title  Your Savior Is Seeking You!

19 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was a man named 
Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who 
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 4 So 
he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass 
that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried and came 
down and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone 
in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, 
“Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of 
anything, I restore it fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 
house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save 
the lost.”

*Lighting of the Candles

*Christ the Savior is Born!    Silent Night
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright

 Round yon virgin mother and Child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

 Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
 Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia!
 Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

 Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
 Radiant beams from Thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

 Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light;
 With the angels let us sing, alleluia to our King;
 Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

*Benediction

*Postlude   Fugato-Toccata on “Noel Nouvelet”   Marcel Dupre
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

Sermon Notes

Your Savior Is Seeking You!
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Luke 19:1-10 

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.


