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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

December 20, 2020
10:30 AM

Prelude     Vom Himmel hoch, da komm ich her (From Heaven Above to Earth I Come)     
         Johann Pachelbel
         Carillon on a Ukrainian Bell Carol   
         Gerald Near
Dennis Bergin, organ

Note on the Organ Prelude by Dennis Bergin
South German organist/composer Johann Pachelbel's setting of Martin Luther's 
Christmas hymn, "From Heaven Above to Earth I Come," exhibits the delightful musical 
quality of a Nuremberg music-box with its two treble musical lines on flute stops 
depicting the Christmas angels dancing above the hymn melody played in the pedals on 
the Oboe stop of the organ: 
  To you this night is born a child of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
  This little child, of lowly birth, shall be the joy of all the earth.
  (Martin Luther, 1535)

American composer Gerald Near has contributed a wonderful Carillon for organ on the 
beloved "Carol of the Bells" based on a Ukrainian folk melody. This jubilant Christmas 
holiday staple should have even greater meaning to all who receive and trust in Jesus 
our Incarnate Savior sent from God our Father to save us from sin and death...our Savior 
found us in our darkness! He has redeemed us to eternal life--let the Christmas bells 
ring with unending joy!!

Welcome
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

Advent Bell Tolling

Worshiping Our Savior, 
Who Found Us!
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Lighting of the Advent Candle - The Peter  Candle
David Barnes, Student Ministry Director; Matt Brantley, reader

Pastor:  Today, we light the fourth candle of Advent – the Jeremiah Candle.
  Peter was all-too-human in his fear of men, and Matthew 26:69-75 records   
  how Peter denied Jesus three times: “Now Peter was sitting outside in the 
  courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, “You also were with   
  Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know   
  what you mean.”  And when he went out to the entrance, another servant   
  girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of   
  Nazareth.”  And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 
  After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you   
  too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to invoke   
  a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately   
  the rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before 
  the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and 
  wept bitterly.”
Reader: Jesus’ calling on Peter’s life did not end with Peter’s failure. Rather, in John   
  21:15-19 Jesus restored Peter, and reaffirmed Peter’s calling to follow Jesus.   
  “When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son   
  of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 
  know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He said to him a   
  second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, 
  Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said   
  to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was 
  grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said   
  to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to   
  him, “Feed my sheep. Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you 
  used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old,   
  you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you 
  where you do not want to go.” (This he said to show by what kind of death he  
  was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.””
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*He Comes to Make His Blessings Flow!    
Prudence Barker, violin; Laura Quinn, cello; Matt Brantley, bass; Holly Henske, clarinet; 
Will Barker, trombone; Tom Orear, euphonium; Nathanael Zanders, timpani; 
Greg Wagener, drums; Carrie Smith, piano
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*God Calls Us to Worship   Psalm 16:1-2, 5-11   

Pastor:  Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
People:  I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.”
Pastor:  The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.
People:  The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a 
  beautiful inheritance.  
Pastor: I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs  
  me. I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I  
  shall not be shaken.
People:  Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also  
  dwells secure.
Pastor: For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one 
  see corruption.
All:  You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness  
  of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.



6

“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

*Christ Was Born to Save! 



7
December 20,  2020:  Volume 34,  Issue 50

*We Invoke His Presence

God Exposes Our Need   Mark 9:20-24     
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John

And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed 
the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. And Jesus 
asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From 
childhood. And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you 
can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” And Jesus said to him, “‘If you 
can’! All things are possible for one who believes.” Immediately the father of the child 
cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”

We Confess Our Sin

Christ Provides for Our Need   Mark 9:25-27   
And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, 
saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and never enter 
him again.” And after crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy 
was like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand 
and lifted him up, and he arose.
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*Christ the Babe Was Born for You!
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*God Reveals His Good News of Peace through Jesus Christ!   Acts 10:34-48

Pastor:  So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows 
no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 
right is acceptable to him. As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching 
good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), you yourselves 
know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the 
baptism that John proclaimed:  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power.

People:  He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 

Pastor:  And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. 

People:  They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on 
the third day and made him to appear, not to all the people but to us 
who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead.

Pastor:  And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 

People:  To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Pastor:  While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard 
the word.

People:  And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with 
Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out 
even on the Gentiles.  For they were hearing them speaking in tongues 
and extolling God.

Pastor:  Then Peter declared, “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 

All:  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Then they asked him to remain for some days.
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*Peace on the Earth, Good Will to Men!
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We Invoke His Help   Psalm 68:19     
Doug Loveall, Elder

Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears us up; God is our salvation.

We Prepare for God's Word!   Gloria! Our Savior Found Us
Tonya Zanders, soloist; Middle School/High School Ensemble; Kyrstan Brantley, 
Linda Losch, Patti Palmer, Bob Nagy, Rod Cunningham, Brian Roby, Mike Piles 

For all of the seeking through valleys and hills,
Of shepherds and wise men for glory revealed,
Seems like the greatest journey of all
Was heaven now searching for the hearts of the lost.

Chorus: Gloria! Our Savior found us.
Gloria! O night divine!
Through the darkness He won't relent
Mercy so great will find a way. Gloria!

For all of the riches laid at His feet,
The best we could offer to honor the King,
Seems like the greatest treasure of all
Was found in the manger God come to us! (Chorus)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
And to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning
Is now and ever shall be, world without end! (Repeat)

Gloria! Our Savior found us.
Gloria! O night divine!
Through the darkness He won't relent.
Mercy so great will find a way. Gloria!
Mercy so great will find a way. Gloria!

CrWords & Music: Michael Farren, Travis Ryan, Krissy Nordhoff; Arr. & Orchestrated: Cliff Duren; ©2017 Travis Ryan/Nordinary Music/Farren Love & War Pub./
Integrity’s Alleluia! Music. All rights reserved.
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God Proclaims His Word Reverend Dr. Russell St. John
 Sermon Series “Our Savior Found Us”
 Scripture Text  Luke 5:1-11
 Sermon Title  God Found Peter 

1 On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 
he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the lake, but the 
fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 Getting into one of the 
boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat 
down and taught the people from the boat. 4 And when he had finished speaking, he 
said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 And Simon 
answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down 
the nets.” 6 And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their 
nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help 
them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when 
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a 
sinful man, O Lord.” 9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of 
fish that they had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will 
be catching men.” 11 And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything 
and followed him
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*Our Hearts Enthrone Him!

*Benediction 

Postlude   Reprise:  Carillon on a Ukrainian Bell Carol
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Sermon Notes

God Found Peter 
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Luke 5:1-11 

 How did Jesus find Peter?

1.  Jesus found Peter Patronizing.

2.   Jesus found Peter Penitent.

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.


