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Prelude    Festival March on "Masters in This Hall" by Dennis Bergin
Dennis Bergin, organ

He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of 
their hearts. Magnificat, Luke 1:51 (KJV)

Masters in this hall, hear ye news today.
Brought from over sea and ever I you pray
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell sing we clear!
Holpen are all folk on Earth, born is God's Son so dear
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell sing we loud
God today hath poor folk raised and cast a-down the proud.
This is Christ the Lord, masters be ye glad
Christmas is come in, and no man should be sad.
    Text: William Morris, 1860
    Tune: French Carol, early 18th century

Welcome
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

Advent Bell Tolling

Worshiping Christ, 
Who Conquers the Grave!
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

Lighting of the Advent Candle - The Consummation Candle
Reverend David Barnes, Associate Pastor

Pastor:  Today, we light the fourth candle of Advent – The Consummation Candle. 
 Isaiah 11:1-5
 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from 

his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the 
Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. And his delight shall be in the 
fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes 
by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 
wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt 
of his loins.

Reader: Isaiah 11:6-10  
 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 

young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a 
little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put 
his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy 
mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea. In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal 
for the peoples – of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall 
be glorious.

*Bring Us to the Bright Courts of Heaven!   No. 221   Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
Carrie Smith, piano; Prudence Barker, violin; Laura Quinn, cello; Holly Henske, clarinet; 
Will Barker, trombone; Nathanael Zander, timpani; Bill Myers, guitar; Matt Brantley, bass; 
Greg Wagener, drums
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*God Calls Us to Worship   Isaiah 9:6-7a; Psalm 86:9  
Pastor:  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be 

upon his shoulder;  
People:  And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Pastor:  Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the 

throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.

All:  All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O 
Lord, and shall glorify your name!  

*Come and Worship!    No. 218   Angels, from the Realms of Glory   

*We Invoke His Presence

God Exposes Our Need   John 12:24-25
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates 
his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 

We Confess Our Sin

Christ Provides for Our Need   John 12:26  
If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant be also. If 
anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.

*There Forever May We Sing Alleluias to Our King!   No. 226   
As with Gladness Men of Old    

We Invoke His Help   Isaiah 41:10       
John Hibbler, Elder

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I 
will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.   

God Calls Us to Stewardship   Matthew 6:19-21   
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasure on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”      
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

We Give Our Grateful Offerings
 
We Offer Our Sacrifice of Praise
Sanctuary Choir; Orchestra   

From Handel’s “Messiah” No. 46 Since by man came death
                                                 No. 51 But thanks be to God       

Since by man came death, since by man came death,
By man came also the resurrection of the dead,
By man came also the resurrection of the dead,
By man came also the resurrection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, for as in Adam all die,
Even so in Christ shall all be made alive,
Even so in Christ shall all be made alive,
Ev’n so in Christ shall all, shall all be made alive. 

But thanks, but thanks, thanks, thanks be to God,
But thanks, but thanks, thanks, thanks be to God,
Who giveth us the victory, the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

God Proclaims His Word Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
 Sermon Series “Advent”
 Scripture Text  1 Corinthians 15:42-49 | page 962 in the pew Bible
 Sermon Title  A Bunch of Butterflies
 
*Now Ye Need Not Fear the Grave!   No. 207   Good Christian Men, Rejoice!   

*Benediction 

*Postlude   Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s “Messiah”
MS/HS Choir; Sanctuary Choir; Orchestra
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Sermon Notes

A Bunch of Butterflies
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
1 Corinthians 15:42-49 | page 962 in the pew Bible 

How is the grave a chrysalis?

1.  A man of dust goes in …
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2.  A man of heaven comes out …
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.


