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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

December 13, 2020
10:30 AM

Prelude     Variations to “Adeste Fideles”   Raynor Taylor
         Fugato-Toccata on “Noel Nouvelet”   Marcel Dupre
Dennis Bergin, organ

Note on the Prelude by Dennis Bergin:  Organists throughout the centuries have 
composed musical variations on beloved Christmas carols to celebrate the Birth of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Today's organ prelude features two examples of this tradition of 
Christmas praise. Raynor Taylor came to this country from England in 1792 and was the 
organist of St. Peter's Church in Philadelphia for many years.  His Variations to "Adeste 
Fideles" was probably written for a Christmas service there.  This work features 
the bright flutes of the organ.  Marcel Dupre was Titular Organist of the Church of 
Ste. Sulpice in Paris. His Fugato-Toccata on "Noel Nouvelet" heard today is the final 
variation of his Variations sur un Noel Op. 20.  This rousing, exuberant treatment of 
"Noel Nouvelet" rings in the Christmas holiday with a whirlwind/carillon Toccata on 
the full organ.

Welcome
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

Advent Bell Tolling

Worshiping Our Savior, 
Who Found Us!
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Lighting of the Advent Candle - The Jeremiah Candle
David Barnes, Student Ministry Director; Greg Wagener, reader

Pastor:  Today, we light the second candle of Advent – the Jeremiah Candle.
  Jeremiah 1:11-12 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Jeremiah,   
  what do you see?” And I said, “I see an almond branch.” Then the Lord said   
  to me, “You have seen well, for I am watching over my word to perform it.” 
Reader: God watches over his word to perform it. Whatever God says, he will do. 
  In Genesis 1:3 God said, “Let there be light.” And there was, in fact, light. God  
  accomplished that which his word promised. And he promised more than   
  mere physical light. In Isaiah 9:2; 6-7 the Lord said: “The people who 
  walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of   
  deep darkness on them has light shined. For to us a child is born, to us a son 
  is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall   
  be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of   
  Peace…The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.” After centuries of waiting, 
  John 1:1-5 tells us that God accomplished his promise in Jesus, his son: “In   
  the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was   
  God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him,   
  and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and   
  the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
  darkness has not overcome it.” 
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*Hail, Hail the Word Made Flesh!    
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*God Calls Us to Worship   Psalm 19:1-4a; 33:6-9   

Pastor:  The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims 
  his handiwork.
People:  Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.
Pastor:  There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard.
People:  Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end 
  of the world.  
Pastor: By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of his  
  mouth all their host.
People:  He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts the deeps 
  in storehouses.
Pastor: Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in  
  awe of him!
All:  For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded and it stood firm.
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*We Stand in Awe of Him! 
Prudence Barker, violin; Laura Quinn, cello; Charis Baker, flute; Holly Henske, clarinet; Will 
Barker, trombone; Tom Orear, euphonium; Carrie Smith, piano; Matt Brantley, bass; 
Nathanael Zanders and Greg Wagener, percussion
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*We Invoke His Presence

God Exposes Our Need   John 10:11, 14-15, 19-21    
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. I am the 
good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. There was again a division among 
the Jews because of these words. Many of them said, “He has a demon, and is insane; 
why listen to him?” Others said, “These are not the words of one who is oppressed by a 
demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”

We Confess Our Sin

Christ Provides for Our Need   John 10:25-28  
Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my 
Father's name bear witness about me, but you do not believe because you are not among 
my sheep. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.
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*Cast Out Our Sin and Enter In!
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*God Reveals His Word Will Succeed!   Psalm 19:7-11; Jeremiah 23:29; Isaiah 55:10-11

Pastor:  The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;
People:  The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple;
Pastor:  The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 
People:  The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes;
Pastor:  The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever;
People:  The rules of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether.
Pastor:  More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than 

honey and drippings of the honeycomb.
People:  Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is 
 great reward.
Pastor:  Is not my word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks 

the rock in pieces?
All:  “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return 

there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from 
my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that 
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
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*He Was Promised in His Faithful Word!
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We Invoke His Help   Psalm 119:114     
Ernst Taeger, Elder

You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in your word.

We Prepare for God's Word!   For Unto Us a Child Is Born  from Handel’s “Messiah”
Sing! Jr.; Middle School/High School Ensemble; Carrie Smith, harpsichord 

For unto us a child is born, unto us, a Son is given, unto us, a Son is given
And the government shall be upon His shoulder:
And His name shall be called: Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

For unto us a child is born, unto us, a Son is given, unto us, a Son is given
And the government shall be upon His shoulder:
And His name shall be called: Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Created: Timothy W. Sharp; Arr: James Michael Stevens & W. Daniel Landes; ©1991, SBW & Associates, Inc., a div. of Integra Music Groups, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-715258.
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God Proclaims His Word Reverend Dr. Russell St. John
 Sermon Series “Our Savior Found Us”
 Scripture Text  Jeremiah 1:4-10, 7:27-29
 Sermon Title  God Found Jeremiah 

4 Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the 
nations.” 6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to speak, for I am only 
a youth.” 7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; for to all to whom I 
send you, you shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 8 Do not be afraid 
of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the Lord.” 9 Then the Lord put out his 
hand and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me, “Behold, I have put my words in 
your mouth. 10 See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up 
and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.”

27 “So you shall speak all these words to them, but they will not listen to you. You shall 
call to them, but they will not answer you. 28 And you shall say to them, ‘This is the nation 
that did not obey the voice of the Lord their God, and did not accept discipline; truth 
has perished; it is cut off from their lips. 29 “‘Cut off your hair and cast it away; raise a 
lamentation on the bare heights, for the Lord has rejected and forsaken the generation of 
his wrath.’
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*Hope of All the Earth Thou Art!

*Benediction 

Postlude   Reprise:  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus!
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Sermon Notes

God Found Jeremiah 
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Jeremiah 1:4-10, 7:27-29 

 How did God find Jeremiah?

1.  God called Jeremiah to the Majesty of Prophecy.

2.   God called Jeremiah to the Misery of Prophecy.

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.


