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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

November 22 2020
10:30 AM

Prelude   Chorale from Cantata 79  "Nun danket alle Gott"  J. S. Bach, arr. E. Power Biggs
       Marche Triomphale  "Nun danket alle Gott"           Sigfrid Karg-Elert
Dennis Bergin, organ

Psalm 100:1, 4  Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.  Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise:  be thankful unto him, and bless his name.

Welcome
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

We Prepare our Hearts for Worship    O Day of Rest and Gladness       
Laura Quinn, cello; Charis Baker, flute; Holly Henske, clarinet; Tom Orear, euphonium; 
Carrie Smith, piano; Bill Myers, guitar; Matt Brantley, bass; Greg Wagener, drums

O day of rest and gladness, O day of joy and light,
O balm of care and sadness, most beautiful, most bright.
On you the high, and lowly, through ages joined in tune,
Sing “Holy, holy, holy” to the Great God triune.

You are a port protected from storms that round us rise,
A garden intersected with streams of paradise.
You are a cooling fountain in life’s dry, dreary sand;
From you, like Pisgah’s mountain we view our promised land.

New graces ever gaining from this our day of rest,
We reach the rest remaining to spirits of the blest.
To Holy Ghost be praises, to Father, and to Son,
The church her voice upraises to you, blest Three in One.

Words: Christopher Wordsworth; Music: Christopher Miner; ©1997 Christopher Miner Music. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738.

Worshiping God, 
Who Blesses His Church with Rest!
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*God Calls Us to Worship   Psalm 116:1-9  
Reverend Bill Myers, Pastor Emeritus

Pastor:  I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy.
People:  Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long 
  as I live.
Pastor:  The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; I   
  suffered distress and anguish.
People:  Then I called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray, deliver 
  my soul!”
Pastor: Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; 
People:  Our God is merciful.
Pastor: The Lord preserves the simple; when I was brought low, he saved me.
People:  Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the Lord has dealt bountifully 
  with you.
Pastor: For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet 
  from stumbling;
All:  I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living.
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*We Follow the Blessed Souls at Rest! 
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*We Invoke His Presence

God Exposes Our Need   1 John 2:1-5   
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 
Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth 
is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. 

We Confess Our Sin

Christ Provides for Our Need   Philippians 1:6   
And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion 
at the day of Jesus Christ.
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*We Are Bound for the Promised Land
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Words: Samuel Stennett; Music: Christopher Miner; © 1997 Christopher Miner Music; All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738.

On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand
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*God Reveals His Kingdom Cannot Be Shaken!   Hebrews 12:18-29
Pastor:  For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness 

and gloom and a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose 
words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. For 
they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast touches the 
mountain, it shall be stoned.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses 
said, “I tremble with fear.”

People:  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to 
the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, 
the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 
better word than the blood of Abel.

Pastor:  See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape 
when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape 
if we reject him who warns from heaven. At that time his voice shook the 
earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the 
earth but also the heavens.” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the 
removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in 
order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain.

People:  Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be 
shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence 
and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.
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*Our Rest Is Won!
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We Invoke His Help   Psalm 62:5-7    
Todd Akin, Elder

For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him. He only is my rock 
and my salvation, my fortress; I shall not be shaken. On God rests my salvation and my 
glory; my mighty rock, my refuge is God.



10

“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

We Prepare for God's Word!   Christ Our Rock, Our Cornerstone! 
Kyrstan Brantley, soprano; Patti Palmer, alto; Bob Nagy, tenor; Brian Roby, bass; 
Greg Wagener, drums 

Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ our head and cornerstone;
Chosen of the Lord and precious, binding all the church in one;
Holy Zion’s help forever and our confidence alone.

To this temple, where we call You, come, O Lord of hosts, and stay;
Come, with all Your loving kindness, hear Your people as they pray;
And Your fullest benediction shed within these walls today.

Chorus: Praise to Christ, the Son of God, our rock, our cornerstone:
Gift to all the world, and yet rejected by His own,
But God’s amazing love revealed a power never known before!
Jesus lives! O praise His name, our rock, our cornerstone!

Praise and honor to the Father, praise and honor to the Son, 
Praise and honor to the Spirit, ever Three and ever One:
One in might and one in glory while unending ages run! (Chorus)

Yet she on earth hath union with God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won.
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace like we
Like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with Thee.
Jesus live! O praise His name, our rock, our cornerstone!

Words: Latin hymn, 7th century with additional text by Lloyd Larson.; Music: Lloyd Larson; ©2001 Hal Leonard Corporation. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 
permission under OneLicense.net #A-715258.
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God Proclaims His Word Reverend Dr. Russell St. John
 Sermon Series “A Pillar and Buttress of Truth”
 Scripture Text  Revelation 21:1-4
 Sermon Title  The Church at Rest  

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 
no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 
things have passed away.”
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

*We Will Rest!
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*Benediction 

Postlude   Reprise:  For All the Saints!
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Sermon Notes

The Church at Rest 
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Revelation 21:1-4 

What blessings will the Church at Rest enjoy?

1.  The Church will enjoy a Creation Renewed.

2.  The Church will enjoy a Covenant Realized.

3.  The Church will enjoy a Curse Removed.

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.


