Worshiping God,
Who Institutes Our Governments!

November 1, 2020
10:30 AM

Prelude Fugue (Thema Fugatum) in C Minor from “Passacaglia in C Minor” J. S. Bach

Dennis Bergin, organ

Note on the Organ Prelude by Dennis Bergin
J. S. Bach's great Passacaglia in C Minor concludes with a powerful Fugue based on the
opening ground bass theme of the Passacaglia. Against the Passacaglia theme subject,
Bach sets two counter-subjects (a possible understanding being an invocation of
Trinitarian symbolism.) Midway through the Fugue, a new, ascending step-wise pedal
theme enters (as if the Creation rises in exuberant praise of its great Creator!) The
musical effect is truly overwhelming in this marvelous declaration of "Soli Deo Gloria"
by J. S. Bach to which the listener can only respond AMEN!
Welcome

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
We Prepare our Hearts for Worship Come, Christians, Join to Sing

Prudence Barker, violin; Laura Quinn, cello; Charis Baker, flute; Holly Henske, clarinet;
Will Barker, trombone; Tom Orear, euphonium; Greg Wagener, drums; Carrie Smith, piano
Come, Christians, join to sing Alleluia! Amen!
Loud praise to Christ our King; Alleluia! Amen!
Let all, with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice;
Praise is his gracious choice. Alleluia! Amen!
Come, lift your hearts on high, Alleluia! Amen!
Let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen!
He is our Guide and Friend, to us he’ll condescend;
His love shall never end. Alleluia! Amen!
Amen, Amen! Alleluia! Amen!
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*God Calls Us to Worship Psalm 146:1-7, 10

David Barnes, Student Ministry Director
Pastor:
Praise the Lord!
People:
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
Pastor:
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
People:
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
Pastor:
Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
People:
When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that very day his 		
		
plans perish.
Pastor:
Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord 		
		
his God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who
		
keeps faith forever;
People:
Who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. 		
		
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
Pastor:
The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations.
All:
Praise the Lord!
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*We Sing Hallelujah!
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*We Invoke His Presence
God Exposes Our Need Proverbs 25:28

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John
A man without self-control is like a city broken into and left without walls.
We Confess Our Sin
Christ Provides for Our Need Galatians 5:22-24

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
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*We Think What Spirit Dwells Within!

Bill Myers, guitar; Matt Brantley, bass; Rod Cunningham, keyboard; Greg Wagener, drums
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God Reveals His Instituted Governments! Westminster Confession of Faith 23:1, 3-4

Pastor:
		
		
		
		
People:
		
		
Pastor:
		
		
		
		
People:
		
		
		
Pastor:
		
		
		
		
		
People:
		
		
Pastor:
		
		
All:
		
		
		

God, the supreme Lord and King of all the world, hath ordained civil 		
magistrates, to be, under him, over the people, for his own glory, and the
public good: and, to this end, has armed them with the power of the sword,
for the defense and encouragement of them that are good, and for the
punishment of evildoers.
Civil magistrates may not assume to themselves the administration of the
Word and sacraments; or the power of the keys of the kingdom of heaven;
or, in the least, interfere in matters of faith.
Yet, as nursing fathers, it is the duty of civil magistrates to protect the church
of our common Lord, without giving the preference to any denomination of
Christians above the rest, in such a manner that all ecclesiastical persons
whatever shall enjoy the full, free, and unquestioned liberty of discharging
every part of their sacred functions, without violence or danger.
And, as Jesus Christ hath appointed a regular government and discipline
in his church, no law of any commonwealth should interfere with, let, or
hinder, the due exercise thereof, among the voluntary members of any
denomination of Christians, according to their own profession and belief.
It is the duty of civil magistrates to protect the person and good name of
all their people, in such an effectual manner as that no person be suffered,
either upon pretense of religion or of infidelity, to offer any indignity, 		
violence, abuse, or injury to any other person whatsoever: and to take
order, that all religious and ecclesiastical assemblies be held without 		
molestation or disturbance.
It is the duty of people to pray for magistrates, to honor their persons, to
pay them tribute or other dues, to obey their lawful commands, and to be
subject to their authority, for conscience’ sake.
Infidelity, or difference in religion, doth not make void the magistrates’ just
and legal authority, nor free the people from their due obedience to them:
from which ecclesiastical persons are not exempted,
Much less hath the pope any power and jurisdiction over them in their
dominions, or over any of their people; and, least of all, to deprive them
of their dominions, or lives, if he shall judge them to be heretics, or upon
any other pretense whatsoever.
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*We Fall at Your Feet!

We Invoke His Help Psalm 46:10

Andy Iversen, Adult Education Director
“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted
in the earth!”
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We Prepare for God's Word! A Lord-Built House

Tonya Zanders, soloist; Joyce Schrieber, soprano; Prudence Barker, alto;
Rod Cunningham, tenor; Will Barker, bass
Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.
Chorus: I wanna live in a Lord-built house.
I wanna live in a Lord-built house.
I wanna live in a Lord-built house,
Unless the Lord builds the house,
It’s builders labor in vain!
Don’t wanna live in a man-built house
With a structure built on sin,
Brightly painted shutters ‘n doors
And all decayed within!
I wanna live in a Lord-built house,
Wanna live in a Lord-built house! (Chorus)
Don’t wanna live in a man-built house
With a man-made light inside.
The storm blows in and the power goes out
And the man in fear must hide!
I wanna live in a Lord-built house,
Wanna live in a Lord-built house! (Chorus)
I wanna live in a Lord-built house
With a structure built on love,
With the rock foundation under me
And the Heavenly Father above!
I wanna live in a Lord-built house,
Wanna live in a Lord-built house! (Chorus)
I wanna live in a Lord-built house,
Wanna live in a Lord-built house!
Words: Based on Psalm 127; Music: Roger Lentz; ©1987 Beckenhorst Pres, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-715258.
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God Proclaims His Word
Sermon Series
Scripture Text
Sermon Title

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
“A Pillar and Buttress of Truth”
Titus 2:11-14
The Four Governments

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and
godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for
good works.
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*We Raise Our Grateful Songs!

*Benediction
Postlude Reprise: God of Our Fathers!
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Sermon No t e s

The Four Governments

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Titus 2:11-14

How should the four governments God has instituted interact?
1. Self Government

2. Family Government

3. Church Government

4. Civil Government

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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