Worshiping Christ, Whose Church
Equips the Individual!
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Prelude Sonata VI in D Minor I. Chorale-Variations “Vater unser im Himmelreich”

(Our Father, Thou In Heaven Above) Felix Mendelssohn
Dennis Bergin, organ
Note on the Prelude by Dennis Bergin

Felix Mendelssohn's Sonata VI in D Minor for organ is a musical exposition of the Lord's
Prayer. The first movement heard today is a set of four variations on the hymn “Vater
unser im Himmelreich” written by Martin Luther in 1539. The climactic final variation
with its insistent hammered chords seems to bring to mind Jesus' teaching regarding
prayer in the Sermon on the Mount: “...knock, and it will be opened to you.” Matthew 7:7
Welcome

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
We Prepare our Hearts for Worship O Word of God Incarnate

Kyrstan Brantley, soprano; Shelly Hannaford, alto; Carrie Smith, piano
O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high,
O Truth unchanged unchanging, O Light of our dark sky;
We praise thee for the radiance that from the hallowed page,
A lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age.
The church from her dear Master received the gift divine,
And still that light she lifteth o’er all the earth to shine.
It is the golden casket, where gems of truth are stored;
It is the heav’n-drawn picture of Christ, the living Word.
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*God Calls Us to Worship Revelation 19:1b, 3a, 4, 6

David Barnes, Student Ministry Director
Pastor:
I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, 		
		
crying out,
People:
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God…
Pastor:
Once more they cried out,
People:
“Hallelujah!
Pastor:
And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and 		
		
worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying,
People:
“Amen. Hallelujah!”
Pastor:
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar 		
		
of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,
People:
“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.
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*We Sing Hallelujah!

Matt Brantley, bass; Rod Cunningham, keyboard; Greg Wagener, drums

Words and Music: Mac Powell and Fernando Ortega; ©2002 Word Music LLC | New Spring ||Dejamesolo Music.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738
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*We Invoke His Presence
God Exposes Our Need 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12; 1 Timothy 2:1-2

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John
Aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we
instructed you, so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be dependent on no
one. Then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful
and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.
We Confess Our Sin
Christ Provides for Our Need Titus 2:11-13

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in
the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ…
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*We Want to Be Your Servants!
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Ordination and Installation of Officers

Elders: Jim Benecke, Dave Bruegger

Charge to the Elders 1 Timothy 3:2-7; Acts 20:28

Doug Loveall, Elder
Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded,
self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but
gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own household
well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone does not know
how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church? He must not be a
recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation
of the devil. Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall
into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.
Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own
blood.
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*We Hear the Great Things Thou Hast Wrought!
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We Invoke His Help Psalm 118:21-25

I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. The stone
that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the Lord's doing; it is
marvelous in our eyes. This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad
in it. Save us, we pray, O Lord! O Lord, we pray, give us success!

We Prepare for God's Word! Proclamation of Service

Kyrstan Brantley, soprano; Patti Palmer, alto; Rod Cunningham, tenor; Brian Roby, bass
Chorus: As for those in this house, we will serve the Lord.
We will give our allegiance unto God.
With one voice we will offer up our song,
Give our praise with voices strong,
Live our lives for God alone.
As for those in this house we will serve the Lord.
This we pledge with our hearts in one accord.
Let the lives we bring give honor to the King.
As for those in this house, we will serve the Lord.
Founded on the word of God, we have built this place.
Nurtured by the love of God, we proclaim his grace.
Challenged by the truth of God we break forth in praise.
We break forth in praise. Alleluia! We break forth in praise, Alleluia!
We will serve the Lord for all our days! (Chorus)
Take my life and let it be, consecrated Lord to thee;
Take my heart: it is thine own, it shall be thy royal throne,
It shall be thy royal throne. We will serve the Lord,
We will serve the Lord!
Words: J.M.M. & Frances R. Havergal; Music: Joseph M. Martin quoting HENDON by Henri C. Malan; ©2001 Timespann, a division of The Lorenz Corporation. All
rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-715258.

God Proclaims His Word
Sermon Series
Scripture Text
Sermon Title

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
“A Pillar and Buttress of Truth”
1 Peter 2:9
The Church Is Not an Individual

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light.
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*We Are Established by His Word!

*Benediction
Postlude Reprise: We Are God’s People!
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Sermon No t e s

The Church Is Not an Individual
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
1 Peter 2:9

How should the Church “engage the culture?”
1. The Church Equips the Individual

2. The Individual Engages his or her Calling(s)

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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