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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

A Note from Pastor Russ
Understanding the “Sermon on the Mount” 

Jesus addresses the Sermon on the Mount to his disciples, 
and his primary audience is therefore comprised of those 
who already believe the Good News. Jesus assumes they’re 
already practicing Christian disciplines. “When you pray,” 
“When you fast,” “When you give” pepper his instructions. 
Jesus offers directions for kingdom living, not for kingdom 
access. He does not say, “Do these things and you will earn 
the kingdom of heaven,” but, “Do these things because these 
reflect the ethic of the kingdom to which you belong by 
faith.” If, therefore, you are a disciple of Jesus by faith, Jesus 
shows you the heart attributes and practices and lifestyle that 
ought to characterize you as you walk in and for him.

But Jesus also speaks for a secondary audience, the “crowds,” 
who overhear his teaching, and who stand amazed at the 
authority with which he speaks. They already have tasted the 
good gifts of Jesus’ kingdom, and they will again (Matthew 
4:23 and 9:35). In between, in the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus stresses the ethical demands of his kingdom, teaching 
that privileges come with responsibilities.

If you already count yourself a disciple of Jesus, then I 
invite you to listen as one who already stands saved by grace. 
Compare your own heart and actions and priorities to the 
kingdom ethic Jesus describes. And if you are not yet Jesus’ 
disciple, then I invite you to overhear as Jesus, the Son of 
God, exhorts you with a standard that is beyond your reach, 
and a grace that is beyond your merit.

In short, I invite you to life in the kingdom.

Russ
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Prelude   Fanfare   Nicolas Jacques Lemmens
Dennis Bergin, organ

Welcome
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

We Prepare Our Hearts for Worship    O Breath of Life, Come Sweeping through Us  
Kyrstan Brantley, Shelly Hannaford; Carrie Smith, piano 

O Breath of Life, come sweeping through us,
Revive your church with life and pow’r;
O Breath of Life, come, cleanse, renew us,
And fit your church to meet this hour.

O Wind of God, come bend us, break us,
Till humbly we confess our need;
Then in your tenderness remake us,
Revive, restore, for this we plead.

O Breath of love, come breathe within us,
Renewing thought and will and heart;
Come, Love of Christ, afresh to win us,
Revive your church in every part.

Worshiping Jesus Christ, Who  
Warns Us Against Our Own Hearts!



3

“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

*God Calls Us to Worship   Psalm 96:1-8 
Reverend David Barnes, Associate Pastor

Pastor:  Oh sing to the LORD a new song;  sing to the LORD, all the earth!
People:  Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day.
Pastor:  Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all 
 the peoples!
People:  For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared 
 above all gods.
Pastor:  For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made 
 the heavens.
People:  Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in 
 his sanctuary.
Pastor:  Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory 

and strength!
People:  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering, and 

come into his courts!
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*Hallelujah! Glory Be to Our Great God!   
Carrie Smith, piano; Peter Lilley, Ariana Stout, guitar; Matt Brantley, bass; 
Rod Cunningham, keyboard; Greg Wagener, drums

Words and Music: Mac Powell and Fernando Ortega; ©2002 Word Music LLC | New Spring ||Dejamesolo Music. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738
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*We Invoke His Presence

God Exposes Our Need   Matthew 23:5-7  
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John

[The scribes and Pharisees] do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their 
phylacteries broad and their fringes long, and they love the place of honor at feasts and 
the best seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi 
by others.

We Confess Our Sin

Christ Provides for Our Need   Matthew 23:12       
Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

*Save Us from the Dark of Our Striving!   
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Come, O Redeemer, Come

Words and Music: Fernando Ortega; ©1996 Metro One, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738.
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* God Reveals, We Are Indebted to Him for the Good Works We Do!
Belgic Confession, Article 24 (1561)

Pastor:  [Good] works, as they proceed from the good root of faith, are good and 
acceptable in the sight of God, forasmuch as they are all sanctified by his 
grace. Nevertheless, they are of no account towards our justification, for 
it is by faith in Christ that we are justified, even before we do good works; 
otherwise, they could not be good works, any more than the fruit of a tree 
can be good before the tree itself is good.

People:  Therefore, we do good works, but not to merit by them (for what can we 
merit?); no, we are indebted to God for the good works we do, and not 
he to us, since it is he who works in us both to will and to work, for his 
good pleasure.

Pastor:  Let us therefore attend to what is written: “When you have done all that you 
were commanded, say, 

People:  ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.’” 
Pastor:  In the meantime, we do not deny that God rewards good works, but it is 

through his grace that he crowns his gifts.
People:  Moreover, though we do good works, we do not ground our salvation 

upon them, for we can do no work but what is polluted by our flesh, and 
also punishable.

Pastor:  And although we could perform such works, still the remembrance of one sin 
is sufficient to make God reject them. 

People:  Thus, we would always be in doubt, tossed to and fro without any 
certainty, and our poor consciences would be continually vexed if they 
relied not on the merits of the suffering and death of our Savior.
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*Wear Away the Stones of Pride and Greed!
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We Invoke His Help   Psalm 40:17
Dave Bruegger, Elder

As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought for me. You are my help and 
my deliverer; do not delay, O my God!

God Calls Us to Stewardship   2 Corinthians 9:7
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver.

We Give Our Grateful Offerings

We Prepare for God’s Word   A Choral Offering 
Kyrstan Brantley, Shelly Hannaford, Brian Roby

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Music: J. S. Bach; Arr: Tim Sharp; ©1992 Goliard Press. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-715258.

God Proclaims His Word Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
 Sermon Series “Sermon on the Mount”
 Scripture Text  Matthew 6:1-4 | page 811 in the pew Bible 
 Sermon Title  Your Giving Heart

*Who with Open Heart and Hand Blesses Freely!   No. 434   
Lord, Thou Lov’st the Cheerful Giver  

*Benediction 

*Postlude   Reprise:  Lord, Thou Lov’st the Cheerful Giver
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Sermon Notes

Your Giving Heart
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Matthew 6:1-4 | page 811 in the pew Bible 

How does Jesus warn you against your own heart?

1.    He forbids publicity in giving

2.   He commands privacy in giving

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.


