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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

A Note from Pastor Russ
Understanding the “Sermon on the Mount” 

Jesus addresses the Sermon on the Mount to his disciples, 
and his primary audience is therefore comprised of those 
who already believe the Good News. Jesus assumes they’re 
already practicing Christian disciplines. “When you pray,” 
“When you fast,” “When you give” pepper his instructions. 
Jesus offers directions for kingdom living, not for kingdom 
access. He does not say, “Do these things and you will earn 
the kingdom of heaven,” but, “Do these things because these 
reflect the ethic of the kingdom to which you belong by 
faith.” If, therefore, you are a disciple of Jesus by faith, Jesus 
shows you the heart attributes and practices and lifestyle that 
ought to characterize you as you walk in and for him.

But Jesus also speaks for a secondary audience, the “crowds,” 
who overhear his teaching, and who stand amazed at the 
authority with which he speaks. They already have tasted the 
good gifts of Jesus’ kingdom, and they will again (Matthew 
4:23 and 9:35). In between, in the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus stresses the ethical demands of his kingdom, teaching 
that privileges come with responsibilities.

If you already count yourself a disciple of Jesus, then I 
invite you to listen as one who already stands saved by grace. 
Compare your own heart and actions and priorities to the 
kingdom ethic Jesus describes. And if you are not yet Jesus’ 
disciple, then I invite you to overhear as Jesus, the Son of 
God, exhorts you with a standard that is beyond your reach, 
and a grace that is beyond your merit.

In short, I invite you to life in the kingdom.

Russ
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July 25, 2021
10:30  AM

Prelude   Prelude and Fugue in G Major   J. S. Bach
Dennis Bergin, organ

Welcome
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

We Prepare Our Hearts for Worship    Man of Sorrows! What a Name   
Kyrstan Brantley, Rachel DeGroot 

Man of Sorrows! what a name for the Son of God, who came
Ruined sinners to reclaim: Hallelujah! what a Savior!

Bearing shame and scoffing rude, in my place condemned he stood,
Sealed my pardon with his blood: Hallelujah! what a Savior!

Guilty, vile, and helpless, we; spotless Lamb of God was he;
Full atonement! can it be? Hallelujah! what a Savior!

*God Calls Us to Worship   Psalm 34:1-3 
Reverend David Barnes, Associate Pastor 

Pastor:  I will bless the Lord at all times;
People:  His praise shall continually be in my mouth.
Pastor:  My soul makes its boast in the Lord;
People:  Let the humble hear and be glad.
Pastor:  Oh, magnify the Lord with me,
People:  And let us exalt his name together!

*May Jesus Christ Be Praised!   No. 167   When Morning Gilds the Skies  

*We Invoke His Presence

Worshiping Jesus, Who Teaches 
His Disciples to Be Selfless!
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God Exposes Our Need   Psalm 119:36-37 
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John

Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain! Turn my eyes from looking 
at worthless things; and give me life in your ways.

We Confess Our Sin

Christ Provides for Our Need   Titus 2:11-14      
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to 
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and 
godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory 
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for 
good works.
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*I Rejoice in My Redeemer!   
Carrie Smith, piano; Peter Lilley, Bill Myers, Ariana Stout, guitar; Matt Brantley, bass; 
Rod Cunningham, keyboard; Greg Wagener, drums
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*God Reveals the Mind of Christ!   Philippians 2:1-11
Pastor:  So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by 
being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 
mind.

People:  Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves.

Pastor:  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests 
 of others.
People:  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God 
a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men.

Pastor:  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a cross.

People:  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

*We Confess Him King of Glory Now!   No. 163   At the Name of Jesus

We Invoke His Help   Psalm 86:1
Nathan Reddick

Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me, for I am poor and needy.

God Calls Us to Stewardship   Exodus 23:19a
The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall bring into the house of the Lord
your God.

We Give Our Grateful Offerings
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We Prepare for God’s Word   Hosanna
Rachel DeGroot, soprano; Carrie Smith, piano

I see the King of glory, coming on the clouds with fire…
The whole earth shakes, the whole earth shakes.
I see His love and mercy, washing over all our sin.
The people sing, the people sing.

Chorus: Hosanna, hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.

I see a generation, rising up to take their place,
With selfless faith, with selfless faith.
I see a near revival. Stirring as we pray and seek.
We’re on our knees. We’re on our knees. [Chorus]

Heal my heart and make it clean. 
Open up my eyes to the things unseen.
Show me how to love like You have loved me.
Break my heart for what breaks Yours.
Ev’rything I am, for Your Kingdom’s cause. 
As I walk from earth into eternity. [Chorus]

Words & Music: Brooke Ligertwood; ©2006 HIllsong Music Publishing Australia. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738.

God Proclaims His Word Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
 Sermon Series “Sermon on the Mount”
 Scripture Text  Matthew 5:38-42 | page 810 in the pew Bible 
 Sermon Title  Responding to Injustice

*Take My Will and Make It Thine!   No. 586   Take My Life, and Let It Be

*Benediction 

*Postlude   Reprise:  Take My Life, and Let It Be

The flowers in the sanctuary today have been given in appreciation of Bob & Ellen Lemmon's 
years of faithful service to the Special Needs Ministry during the worship hour.  
They served in "Oaks Too", a class for developmentally disabled young adults.

"But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.  Although 
they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."   Luke 12: 13-14



7

“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

Sermon Notes

Responding to Injustice
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Matthew 5:38-42 | page 810 in the pew Bible 

How does Jesus teach us to respond to personal injustice?

1.    Not with justice

2.   But with meekness

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.


