Worshiping Our God,
The One and The Only!
Prelude Joie et Clarte des Corps Glorieux (Joy and Splendor of the Resurrected)

Olivier Messiaen
Matthew 13:43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father.
Dennis Bergin, organ
Welcome

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
We Prepare Our Hearts for Worship God of gods, We Sound His Praises!

Prudence Barker, violin; Laura Quinn, cello; Carrie Smith, piano

God of gods, we sound his praises, highest heav’n its homage brings;
Earth and all creation raises glory to the King of kings.
Holy, holy, holy, name him, Lord of all his hosts proclaim him,
To the everlasting Father every tongue in triumph sings.
Christians in their hearts enthrone him, tell his praises wide abroad;
Prophets, priests, apostles own him, martyrs’ crown and saints’ reward.
Three in one his glory sharing, earth and heav’n his praise declaring,
Praise the high majestic Father, praise the everlasting LORD.
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*God Calls Us to Worship Psalm 148

Reverend Bill Myers
Pastor:
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in
		
the heights!
People:
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts!
Pastor:
Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars!
People:
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! Let 		
		
them praise the name of the Lord!
Pastor:
For he commanded and they were created. And he established them forever 		
		
and ever; he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away.
People:
Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, 		
		
fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word!
Pastor:
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! Beasts and all livestock, 		
		
creeping things and flying birds!
People:
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!
Pastor:
Young men and maidens together, old men and children!
People:
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his 		
		
majesty is above earth and heaven.
Pastor:
He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, for the people 		
		
of Israel who are near to him.
All:
Praise the Lord!
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*We Praise the LORD!
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Words: Bible Songs Hymnal, 1927; Music: RIPLEY; Gregorian chant; arr. by Lowell Mason, 1839.

4
“We sh in e t h e S p otli ght On Chr i st”

claim.
stand,
ﬂy,
claim.

sky.
call.
small.
sky.

*We Invoke His Presence
God Exposes Our Need Romans 1:19-23

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John
What can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For
his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So
they are without excuse. For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God
or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts
were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping
things.
We Confess Our Sin
Christ Provides for Our Need Romans 3:22b-26

For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and
are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.
It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

5
May 17, 20 20 : Vo lume 34, Issue 1 9

*We Think that God, His Son Not Sparing!
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God Reveals False gods Made by Man! Isaiah 44:12-20; Psalm 115:4-8
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All:

The ironsmith takes a cutting tool and works it over the coals. He fashions it
with hammers and works it with his strong arm. He becomes hungry, and his
strength fails; he drinks no water and is faint.
The carpenter stretches a line; he marks it out with a pencil. He shapes it
with planes and marks it with a compass. He shapes it into the figure of a
man, with the beauty of a man, to dwell in a house.
He cuts down cedars, or he chooses a cypress tree or an oak and lets it grow
strong among the trees of the forest. He plants a cedar and the rain nourishes
it. Then it becomes fuel for a man. He takes a part of it and warms himself;
he kindles a fire and bakes bread.
Also he makes a god and worships it; he makes it an idol and falls down
before it.
Half of it he burns in the fire. Over the half he eats meat; he roasts it and
is satisfied. Also he warms himself and says, “Aha, I am warm, I have
seen the fire!”
And the rest of it he makes into a god, his idol, and falls down to it and
worships it. He prays to it and says, “Deliver me, for you are my god!”
They know not, nor do they discern, for he has shut their eyes, so that
they cannot see, and their hearts, so that they cannot understand. No one
considers, nor is there knowledge or discernment to say, “Half of it I burned
in the fire; I also baked bread on its coals; I roasted meat and have eaten. And
shall I make the rest of it an abomination?
Shall I fall down before a block of wood?”
He feeds on ashes; a deluded heart has led him astray, and he cannot deliver
himself or say, “Is there not a lie in my right hand?”
Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands.
They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see.
They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do not smell.
They have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do not walk; and they do not make
a sound in their throat.
Those who make them become like them; so do all who trust in them.
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*We Come and Behold, the One and the Only!

Carrie Smith, piano; Matt Brantley, bass; Rod Cunningham, keyboard; Greg Wagener, drums
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Words & Music: Michael Farren, Jonny Robinson, Dustin Smith & Rich Thompson; ©2016 CityAlight Music/ Farren Love and War
Publishing/ Integrity’s Alleluia! Music/ Integrity’s Praise! Music. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738.
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We Invoke His Help 1 Chronicles 16:8, 25-26

Reverend Bill Myers
Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the
peoples! For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and he is to be feared above all
gods. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens.
*We Prepare for God's Word! Holy

Kyrstan Brantley and Shelly Hannaford
Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy.
Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy LORD.

Holy God of power, Holy God of might.
Heav’n and earth are full of Your glory!
Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy.
Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy LORD.
Words: Traditional; Music: Quoting attributed to Giulio Caccini, 1545-1618; Arr: TOM FETTKE; Orch: VMcGuigan; ©2011 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-715258.
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*God Proclaims His Word
Sermon Series
Scripture Text
Sermon Title

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
“Acts”

Acts 17:22-34
Making the Unknown Known

So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in
every way you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your
worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore
you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and
everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25
nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives
to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one man every nation
of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the
boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their
way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28 for
22

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’;
as even some of your own poets have said,
“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’
Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold
or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30 The times of
ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent,
31
because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the
dead.” 32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others
said, “We will hear you again about this.” 33 So Paul went out from their midst. 34 But some
men joined him and believed, among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a
woman named Damaris and others with them.
29
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*We Ask for Your Renown!

Let Your Kingdom Come
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Words and Music: Bob Kauﬂin; ©2006 Sovereign Grace Praise.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738

*Benediction
Postlude Reprise: Let Your Kingdom Come
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Sermon No t e s

Making the Unknown Known
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Acts 17:22-34

Who is this “Unknown God?”
1. God is the Sovereign of the World.
A. He Created the World

B. He Rules the World

2. God is the Judge of the Nations.
A. He Rebukes the Nations

B. He Warns the Nations

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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