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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

May 9, 2021
10:30  AM

Prelude    Prelude and Fugue in A Minor
	        Fugue in G Minor (Little)
	        Fugue a la Gigue in G Major    J. S. Bach
Dennis Bergin, organ 

Welcome
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

We Prepare Our Hearts for Worship    Come Let Us Bow Down 
Sing! Jr.; Carrie Smith, piano 

Come let us bow down in worship
Come let us bow down in worship
Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker
For He is our God 

Come let us bow down in worship
Come let us bow down in worship
Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker
For He is our God 

We are the people of His pasture
We are the flock under His care 

Come let us bow down in worship
Come let us bow down in worship
Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker
For He is our God

Words and Music: Frank Hernandez | Jeff Nelson; ©1997 Hillsong Birdwing Music. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738.

Worshiping Christ Jesus, 
Who Can Not Be Outmaneuvered!
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*God Calls Us to Worship   Psalm 27:1-6
Reverend David Barnes, Associate Pastor

Pastor: 	 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
People: 	 The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
Pastor: 	 When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes, it is 

they who stumble and fall.
People: 	 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war 

arise against me, yet I will be confident.
Pastor: 	 One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in 

the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
Lord and to inquire in his temple.

People: 	 For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me 
under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock.

Pastor: 	 And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I 
will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy;

All: 	 I will sing and make melody to the Lord.
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*We Ponder Anew What the Almighty Can Do! 



5
May 9,  2021:  Volume 35,  Issue 19

*We Invoke His Presence

God Exposes Our Need   Job 40:9-14      
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John

Have you an arm like God, and can you thunder with a voice like his? “Adorn yourself 
with majesty and dignity; clothe yourself with glory and splendor. Pour out the 
overflowings of your anger, and look on everyone who is proud and abase him. Look on 
everyone who is proud and bring him low and tread down the wicked where they stand. 
Hide them all in the dust together; bind their faces in the world below. Then will I also 
acknowledge to you that your own right hand can save you.

We Confess Our Sin

Christ Provides for Our Need   Job 42:1-2     
Then Job answered the Lord and said: “I know that you can do all things, and that no 
purpose of yours can be thwarted.”
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*Who Is Like the Lord Our God!

[

[
[

(Chorus)

(Chorus)
(Tag)

[

Tag

Chorus

The Lord Is My Salvation
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*God Reveals, He Does Not Forget the Afflicted!   Psalm 10
Pastor: 	 Why, O Lord, do you stand far away? Why do you hide yourself in times of 

trouble?  
People: 	 In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor; let them be caught in the 

schemes that they have devised. 
Pastor: 	 For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul, and the one greedy for gain 

curses and renounces the Lord. 
People: 	 In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him; all his thoughts are, 

“There is no God.”
Pastor: 	 His ways prosper at all times; your judgments are on high, out of his sight; as 

for all his foes, he puffs at them.
People: 	 He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved; throughout all generations I 

shall not meet adversity.”
Pastor: 	 His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression; under his tongue 

are mischief and iniquity.
People: 	 He sits in ambush in the villages; in hiding places he murders the 

innocent.
Pastor: 	 His eyes stealthily watch for the helpless; he lurks in ambush like a lion in 

his thicket; he lurks that he may seize the poor; he seizes the poor when he 
draws him into his net.

People: 	 The helpless are crushed, sink down, and fall by his might.
Pastor: 	 He says in his heart, “God has forgotten, he has hidden his face, he will never 

see it.”
People: 	 Arise, O Lord; O God, lift up your hand; forget not the afflicted.
Pastor: 	 Why does the wicked renounce God and say in his heart, “You will not call to 

account”?
People: 	 But you do see, for you note mischief and vexation, that you may take it 

into your hands; to you the helpless commits himself; you have been the 
helper of the fatherless.

Pastor: 	 Break the arm of the wicked and evildoer; call his wickedness to account till 
you find none. The Lord is king forever and ever; the nations perish from his 
land.

People: 	 O Lord, you hear the desire of the afflicted; you will strengthen their 
heart; you will incline your ear to do justice to the fatherless and the 
oppressed, so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more.
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*Who Else Invites Me to Call Him Father?    
Peter Lilley, Bill Myers, guitar; Matt Brantley, bass; Rod Cunningham, keyboard; 
Greg Wagener, drums

[ 1.  Who   else com-mands  all  the       hosts     of 
2. What   oth  - er  beau  -   ty   de   -   mands  such
3. What   oth  -  er   glo    -   ry  con  -  sumes   like 
4.  Who  else could res  -   cue  me       from    my 

  heav - en?                               Who else could make     ev  -  ry   king    bow        down?
  prais - es?                               What oth - er   splen  -   dor  out-shines  the          sun?
     fi   -  re?                                What oth - er   pow    -    er    can  raise    the         dead?
    fail -  ing?                              Who else would   of    -   fer    His   on    -   ly           Son?

 Who else can whis   -   per  and dark-ness    trem-bles?                On - ly   a    Ho  -  ly     God.
What oth-er  maj    -    es -  ty  rules with      just - ice?                 On - ly   a    Ho  -  ly     God.
What oth-er name      re-mains un - de    -    feat - ed?                 On - ly   a    Ho  -  ly     God.
Who else in- vites        me   to   call Him         Fa-ther?                 On - ly   a    Ho  -  ly     God,
                                    On - ly  my  Ho  -  ly     God.

  ho    -    ly,     for  -  ev - er   a    Ho - ly       God.         Come and wor - ship the Ho  - ly     God.

Come   and   be  -  hold   Him,  the   One      and   the    On   -    ly.          Cry       out,  sing

Words & Music: Michael Farren, Jonny Robinson, Dustin Smith & Rich Thompson; ©2016 CityAlight Music/ Farren Love and War 
Publishing/ Integrity’s Alleluia! Music/ Integrity’s Praise! Music. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738.

Only a Holy God
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We Invoke His Help   Psalm 79:9a       
Reverend David Barnes, Associate Pastor

Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name.

We Prepare for God’s Word!   Listen to God
Sing! Jr.

Hannah kept a promise and gave her son to God.
Eli taught him wisely to walk in truth and love.
Then one night a small voice came ringing in his ear.
If he would only listen, the message would be clear.
Listen, listen, listen

Samuel, Samuel, listen to God and obey His wonderful word.
Samuel, Samuel, listen to God calling you to serve the Lord.
Saying, “Here I am, to know your will, to hear the truth that God reveals.”
Samuel, Samuel, listen to God.

God had kept a promise and gave the world His Son.
Jesus, our Redeemer, the Blessed, Holy One.
Still God’s voice is calling asking us to hear.
If we will only listen, the message will be clear.
Listen, listen, listen

Children, children, listen to God and obey His wonderful word.
Children, children, listen to God calling you to serve the Lord.
Saying, “Here I am, to know your will, to hear the truth that God reveals.”
Children, children, listen to God.
Listen to the voice of God. 

Words: Betty Wilson; Music: Joanne Brown Le Doux; ©1996 Triune Music, a division of The Lorenz Corporation. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission 
under OneLicense.net #A-715258.
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God Proclaims His Word	 Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
	 Sermon Series	 “Acts”
	 Scripture Text 	 Acts 23:11-35 
	 Sermon Title 	 Futility on Display

11 The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you have 
testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.”

12 When it was day, the Jews made a plot and bound themselves by an oath neither to 
eat nor drink till they had killed Paul. 13 There were more than forty who made this 
conspiracy. 14 They went to the chief priests and elders and said, “We have strictly bound 
ourselves by an oath to taste no food till we have killed Paul. 15 Now therefore you, along 
with the council, give notice to the tribune to bring him down to you, as though you 
were going to determine his case more exactly. And we are ready to kill him before he 
comes near.”

16 Now the son of Paul's sister heard of their ambush, so he went and entered the barracks 
and told Paul. 17 Paul called one of the centurions and said, “Take this young man to 
the tribune, for he has something to tell him.” 18 So he took him and brought him to the 
tribune and said, “Paul the prisoner called me and asked me to bring this young man to 
you, as he has something to say to you.” 19 The tribune took him by the hand, and going 
aside asked him privately, “What is it that you have to tell me?” 20 And he said, “The 
Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though they 
were going to inquire somewhat more closely about him. 21 But do not be persuaded by 
them, for more than forty of their men are lying in ambush for him, who have bound 
themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they have killed him. And now they 
are ready, waiting for your consent.” 22 So the tribune dismissed the young man, charging 
him, “Tell no one that you have informed me of these things.”

23 Then he called two of the centurions and said, “Get ready two hundred soldiers, with 
seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen to go as far as Caesarea at the third hour 
of the night. 24 Also provide mounts for Paul to ride and bring him safely to Felix the 
governor.” 25 And he wrote a letter to this effect:

26 “Claudius Lysias, to his Excellency the governor Felix, greetings. 27 This man was 
seized by the Jews and was about to be killed by them when I came upon them with the 
soldiers and rescued him, having learned that he was a Roman citizen. 28 And desiring to 
know the charge for which they were accusing him, I brought him down to their council. 
29 I found that he was being accused about questions of their law, but charged with 
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nothing deserving death or imprisonment. 30 And when it was disclosed to me that there 
would be a plot against the man, I sent him to you at once, ordering his accusers also to 
state before you what they have against him.”

31 So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took Paul and brought him by night to 
Antipatris. 32 And on the next day they returned to the barracks, letting the horsemen go 
on with him. 33 When they had come to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the governor, 
they presented Paul also before him. 34 On reading the letter, he asked what province 
he was from. And when he learned that he was from Cilicia, 35 he said, “I will give you a 
hearing when your accusers arrive.” And he commanded him to be guarded in Herod's 
praetorium.
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*Christ Jesus It Is He!   
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*Benediction 

*Postlude   Reprise:  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
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Sermon Notes

Futility on Display 
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Acts 23:11-35 

How does Luke show the futility of opposing Jesus?

1.   By showing the folly of human scheming.

2.     By showing the fullness of Divine sovereignty.

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.


