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Tenebrae: A Service of Darkness
The service of worship tonight is in part based on an early Christian service called 
Tenebrae. The name Tenebrae is the Latin word for “darkness” or “shadows.” The 
service will focus on Christ’s pain and suffering on the day of his crucifixion. One of the 
most conspicuous features of the service is the gradual extinguishing of candles until 
only a single candle, considered a symbol of our Lord, remains. As it gets darker and 
darker we will reflect on the great emotional and physical pain that was very real for 
Jesus the evening before and the day of his crucifixion. Toward the end of the service, 
the last candle is extinguished, typifying the apparent victory of the forces of evil over 
good. The silence of darkness that follows symbolizes the wrath of God that Christ took 
upon himself on our behalf. The candle of hope is then brought forward symbolizing the 
triumph of good over evil. By this single light we all depart this service in silence.

Prelude    Two Settings of "O Sacred Head, Now Wounded"  Johannes Brahms
        (Herzlich tut mich verlangen)
Dennis Bergin, organ

Welcome 
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

Worshiping the 
Suffering Servant
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*God Calls Us to Lament    Psalm 22:1-23a
Reverend David Barnes, Associate Pastor

Pastor:  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving  
me, from the words of my groaning?

People:  O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find 
 no rest.
Pastor:  Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.
People:  In you our fathers trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them.
Pastor:  To you they cried and were rescued; in you they trusted and were not put 
 to shame.
People:  But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and despised by the 

people. All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me, they wag 
 their heads;
Pastor:  “He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he  

delights in him!”
People:  Yet you are he who took me from the womb; you made me trust you at my 

mother’s breasts. On you was I cast from my birth, and from my mother’s 
womb you have been my God.

Pastor:  Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help. Many bulls 
encompass me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me; they open wide their 
mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion.

People:  I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart 
is like wax; it is melted within my breast; my strength is dried up like a 
potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust 

 of death.
Pastor:  For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; they have 

pierced my hands and feet - I can count all my bones – they stare and gloat 
over me; they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they 

 cast lots.
People:  But you, O Lord, do not be far off! O you my help, come quickly to 
 my aid!
Pastor:  Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dog! 

Save me from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued me from the horns of 
the wild oxen!

People:  I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I 
will praise you; You who fear the Lord, praise him!
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*In Fear, We Praise Him!  
Carrie Smith, piano; Prudence Barker, violin; Laura Quinn, cello
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God Calls Us to Repentance    Acts 3:18-20
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John

What God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus 
fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times 
of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ 
appointed for you, Jesus.
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We Respond in Godly Grief    
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We Confess Our Sin

Christ Provides for Our Need    1 John 1:8-9
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

We Hide Ourselves in Thee    Rock of Ages   James Ward
Middle School/High School Ensemble; Adult Ensemble

The Darkness of Submission    Matthew 26:30; Luke 22:40-44
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And when he 
came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not enter into temptation.” And 
he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, and knelt down and prayed, saying, 
“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but 
yours, be done.” And there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. 
And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground. 

Christ Took Our Cup    Thy Will Be Done   Craig Courtney
Adult Ensemble

The Darkness of Betrayal    Luke 22:45-53
And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping 
for sorrow, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may 
not enter into temptation.” While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the 
man called Judas, one of the twelve was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss 
him, but Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” 
And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, 
shall we strike with the sword?” And one of them struck the servant of the high 
priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, “No more of this!’ And he touched his 
ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple 
and elders, who had come out against him, “Have you come out as against a robber, 
with swords and clubs? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did 
not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”
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We Tremble!    Calvary   arranged by Michael Larkin
Middle School/High School Ensemble; Adult Ensemble

The Darkness of Accusation    Matthew 26:59-68
Now the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus 
that they might put him to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses 
came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy 
the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” And the high priest stood up and said, 
“Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” But Jesus 
remained silent. And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us 
if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, 
from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming 
on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered 
blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. 
What is your judgment?” They answered. “He deserves death.” Then they spit in his face 
and struck him. And some slapped him, saying “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that 
struck you?”

We Accuse Him!    He Is Death Guilty    
from “The Seven Last Words of Christ”   Théodore Dubois
Will Jarrett, baritone; Kyrstan Brantley, soprano; Middle School/High School Ensemble; 
Adult Ensemble

The Darkness of Denial    Matthew 26:69-75
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and 
said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before them all, saying, “I 
do not know what you mean.” And when he went out to the entrance, another servant 
girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 
And again he denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” After a little while the 
bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent 
betrays you.” Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know 
the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the saying of 
Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and 
wept bitterly.
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We Confess Our Guilt and Shame
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The Darkness of Crucifixion    Matthew 27:27-38
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 
gathered the whole battalion before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe 
on him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed 
in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when 
they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and 
led him away to crucify him. As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by 
name. They compelled this man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called 
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with 
gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they 
divided his garments among them by casting lots. Then they sat down and kept watch 
over him there. And over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is 
Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right 
and one on the left.

We Hid Our Faces from Him    The Suffering Servant   Ruth Elaine Schram
Adult Ensemble

The Darkness of Death    Matthew 27:45-51; 54
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the 
bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and 
took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 
But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him? And Jesus 
cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. And behold, the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook and the rocks were 
split. When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw 
the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was 
the Son of God!”

We are Filled with Awe!    Surely He Was the Son of God!   Craig Courtney
Adult Ensemble
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The Darkness of the Tomb    Mark 15:42-46
And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before 
the Sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the Council, who was also 
himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for 
the body of Jesus. Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already died. And 
summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. And when he 
learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. And 
Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud 
and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against 
the entrance of the tomb.

The Silence of Darkness

The Light of Hope

What Wondrous Love is This!    See Gethsemane   Lloyd Larson
Middle School/High School Ensemble; Adult Ensemble 

*Benediction

(Please leave in Silence)
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Middle School/High School Ensemble:

Charis Baker, Michaela Baker, Warren Barnes, Meredith DeGroot, Caroline Engel,  
Tyler Engel, Maddie Paramore, Lydia Reddick, Preston Reddick, Lily Reynolds,  
Belle St. John, Jack St. John, Julia Wicks

Adult Ensemble:

Soprano: Rachel DeGroot, Linda Losch, Joyce Schrieber, Tonya Zanders 
Alto: Kyrstan Brantley, Shelly Hannaford, Wendy Myers, Patti Palmer 
Tenor: Rod Cunningham, Bob Nagy 
Bass: Mike Piles, Brian Roby

Acolytes:  
Betsie Barnes, Kailah Stout, Lucas Vogan

Please join us for Easter Services on Sunday, April 4:

6:30 am Sunrise Service 
9:00 am Worship Service 
11:00 am Worship Service


