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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

April 18, 2021
10:30  AM

Prelude    Berceuse
        Carillon de Longpont    Louis Vierne
Dennis Bergin, organ 

Welcome
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

We Prepare Our Hearts for Worship    Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted
Carrie Smith, piano; Prudence Barker, violin; Laura, Quinn, cello; Matt Brantley, bass; 
Charis Baker, flute; Holly Henske, clarinet; April Northington, alto sax; 
Will Barker, trombone; Greg Wagener, drums 

Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, see him dying on the tree!
‘Tis the Christ by man rejected; yes, my soul, ‘tis he, ‘tis he!
‘Tis the long expected Prophet, David’s son, yet David’s Lord;
By his Son God now has spoken: ‘tis the true and faithful Word.

Here we have a firm foundation, here the refuge of the lost;
Christ’s the Rock of our salvation, his the name of which we boast.
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, sacrifice to cancel guilt!
None shall ever be confounded who on him their hope have built.

*God Calls Us to Worship   Psalm 94:16-22    
Reverend David Barnes, Associate Pastor

Pastor:  Who rises up for me against the wicked? Who stands up for me against 
evildoers?

People:  If the Lord had not been my help, my soul would soon have lived in the 
land of silence. 

Pastor:  When I thought, “My foot slips,” your steadfast love, O Lord, held me up.
People:  When the cares of my heart are many, your consolations cheer my soul.
Pastor:  Can wicked rulers be allied with you, those who frame injustice by statute? 

They band together against the life of the righteous and condemn the 
innocent to death.

All:  But the Lord has become my stronghold, and my God the rock of 
 my refuge.

Worshiping Jesus Christ,  
Who Was Bound Though Innocent!
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*We for Refuge to Jesus Have Fled! 
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*We Invoke His Presence

God Exposes Our Need   Deuteronomy 17:6-7a; 2 Corinthians 13:1b; Proverbs 18:17      
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John

Deuteronomy 17:6-7a
On the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses the one who is to die shall be put 
to death; a person shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness. The hand of 
the witnesses shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hand of all 
the people.

2 Corinthians 13:1b
Every charge must be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.

Proverbs 18:17
The one who states his case first seems right, until the other comes and examines him.

We Confess Our Sin

Christ Provides for Our Need   1 Peter 2:19-23     
 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering 
unjustly. For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if 
when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of 
God. For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, 
he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.
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*He Himself Has Bid Thee Pray!
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God Confers Sacramental Grace
Caroline Engel

We Receive New Members into our Church Family
Crystal Barnes, James Cunningham, Kaitlyn DeGroot, Meredith DeGroot, 
Mike and Stacy Engel, Caroline Engel, Brett and Laura Frey, Daniel Furlan, 
Eric McCall, Janet Moore, Timmy Payne, Sam and Bonnie Saffa, Kailah Stout,
Gwen and Lincoln VerMeer, Owen Wagener

We Give Him All the Praise!    Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

We Invoke His Help   Psalm 54:4      
Brian Roby, Elder

Behold, God is my helper; the Lord is the upholder of my life.
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We Prepare for God’s Word!    An Offering
Kyrstan Brantley, Shelly Hannaford, Bob Nagy, Brian Roby

O Christ, who spared not any cost, nor any grace withheld,
But poured forth Your redeeming blood in love unparalleled;
What would you have me offer, Lord? What must I count as loss
That I may taste the fellowship that brings me near the cross.

Why should I cling to gifts You give? Why grasp in foolish pride
What You who gave Yourself for me now bid me lay aside?
To know You is my highest gain, worth any sacrifice,
A treasure worthy to possess at any earthly price.

Yet if behind my open hands, my heart shrinks from the cost,
Teach me nothing offered You is ever truly lost.
A hundred-fold reward awaits in one glimpse of Your face.
My sacrifice forgotten in the riches of Your grace.

Words: Eileen Berry; Music: Dan Forrest; ©2012 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. Reprinted with permission under 
OneLicense.net #A-715258.
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God Proclaims His Word Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
 Sermon Series “Acts”
 Scripture Text  Acts 21:27-36 
 Sermon Title  Bound Though Innocent 

27 When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, seeing him in the 
temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him, 28 crying out, “Men of Israel, 
help! This is the man who is teaching everyone everywhere against the people and the 
law and this place. Moreover, he even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled 
this holy place.” 29 For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the 
city, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into the temple. 30 Then all the city 
was stirred up, and the people ran together. They seized Paul and dragged him out of the 
temple, and at once the gates were shut. 31 And as they were seeking to kill him, word 
came to the tribune of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32 He at once took 
soldiers and centurions and ran down to them. And when they saw the tribune and the 
soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. 33 Then the tribune came up and arrested him and 
ordered him to be bound with two chains. He inquired who he was and what he 
had done. 34 Some in the crowd were shouting one thing, some another. And as he could 
not learn the facts because of the uproar, he ordered him to be brought into the barracks. 
35 And when he came to the steps, he was actually carried by the soldiers because of the 
violence of the crowd, 36 for the mob of the people followed, crying out, “Away 
with him!” 
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*My Life Now His, My Lord!
Brian Roby, bagpipes

*Benediction 

*Postlude   Reprise: Bought By the Blood! 
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Bought By the Blood

Words: Bryan Chapell; Music: HIGHLAND CATHEDRAL; arr. by John Haines

After singing verse 3
repeat verse 1
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Sermon Notes

Bound Though Innocent 
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Acts 21:27-36 

Why was Paul bound, though innocent?

1.   Men used baseless lies.

2.     Men used baseless violence.

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.


