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April 11, 2021
10:30  AM

Prelude    Paraphrase on a Chorus of Judas Maccabeus (Thine is the Glory)   
Dennis Bergin, organ      Alexandre Guilmant

Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son;
Endless is the victory Thou o'er death hath won!
                              Tune:  G. F. Handel, 1685-1759
                              Text:  Edmond Budry, 1854-1932

Welcome
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor

We Prepare Our Hearts for Worship    Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now
Kyrstan Brantley, Shelly Hannaford, Bob Nagy, Brian Roby, vocals; Carrie Smith, piano 

Lord Jesus Christ, be present now,
Our hearts in true devotion bow,
Your Spirit send with grace divine,
And let your truth within us shine.

Unseal our lips to sing your praise,
Our souls to you in worship raise,
Make strong our faith, increase our light,
That we may know your name aright:

Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise throughout eternity!

Worshiping God, Who Removes 
Obstacles to Advance the Gospel!
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

*God Calls Us to Worship   Deuteronomy 10:12-17a   
Reverend David Barnes, Associate Pastor

Pastor:  “And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to 
fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the 
commandments and statutes of the Lord, which I am commanding you today 
for your good?

People:  Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, 
the earth with all that is in it. 

Pastor:  Yet the Lord set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring 
after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. 

People:  Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer 
stubborn. For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the 
great, the mighty, and the awesome God…
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*We Sing Praises to the Living God! 
Peter Lilley, guitar; Matt Brantley, bass; Rod Cunningham, keyboard; Greg Wagener, drums

Words and Music: Mac Powell and Fernando Ortega; ©2002 Word Music LLC | New Spring ||Dejamesolo Music. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

*We Invoke His Presence

God Exposes Our Need   Galatians 3:1-6      
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ 
was publicly portrayed as crucified. Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit 
by works of the law or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the 
Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer so many things in vain—if 
indeed it was in vain? Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among 
you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith— just as Abraham “believed God, 
and it was counted to him as righteousness”?

We Confess Our Sin

Christ Provides for Our Need   Galatians 3:7-9     
 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand 
to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, those who are of 
faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.



6
April 11 ,  2021:  Volume 35,  Issue 15

*Teach Us to Live By Faith!

We Invoke His Help   Romans 14:13; Ephesians 6:18b      
Nathan Reddick, Elder

Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never 
to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother…keep alert with all 
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints…
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Behold the Throne of Grace!

Words: John Newton, 1779; Music: FESTAL SONG; William H. Walter, 1894



7

“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

We Prepare for God’s Word!    At Home, Let There Be Love
Kyrstan Brantley, Shelly Hannaford, Bob Nagy, Brian Roby, Belle St. John, Lily Reynolds

At home, let there be peace, let there be love. 
May we be slow to anger and fast to forgive;
May joy and patience abound where we live;
At home, sweet home, let there be love.

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

At home, let there be peace, let there be love.
May we be kind and gentle and show self-control,
Both child and parent, both young and old;
At home, sweet home, let there be love.

As fam’lies together we before our Father’s throne;
May home be a refuge of peace and protection, 
A place where Your presence is known.
At home, let there be peace; at home,
Sweet home, let there be love, love.
Blest be the tie that binds.

Words & Music: Ruth Elaine Schram; ©1996 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-715258.
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God Proclaims His Word Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
 Sermon Series “Acts”
 Scripture Text  Acts 21:17-26 
 Sermon Title  Removing Obstacles 

17 When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly. 18 On the following 
day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present. 19 After greeting 
them, he related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through 
his ministry. 20 And when they heard it, they glorified God. And they said to him, “You 
see, brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed. 
They are all zealous for the law, 21 and they have been told about you that you teach all 
the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise 
their children or walk according to our customs. 22 What then is to be done? They 
will certainly hear that you have come. 23 Do therefore what we tell you. We have four 
men who are under a vow; 24 take these men and purify yourself along with them and 
pay their expenses, so that they may shave their heads. Thus all will know that there 
is nothing in what they have been told about you, but that you yourself also live in 
observance of the law. 25 But as for the Gentiles who have believed, we have sent a letter 
with our judgment that they should abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and 
from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality.” 26 Then Paul 
took the men, and the next day he purified himself along with them and went into the 
temple, giving notice when the days of purification would be fulfilled and the offering 
presented for each one of them.
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

*Christ We Proclaim!

Words and Music: Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend; ©2016 Getty Music Publishing (BMI) and 
Townend Songs (PRS). All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738.
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God Invites Us to His Table    1 Corinthians 11:23-29
Reverend David Barnes

I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 
“This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also 
he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and 
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. Whoever, therefore, eats 
the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning 
the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the 
bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body 
eats and drinks judgment on himself.

We Feed on Christ by Faith
Dennis Bergin, organ

Bread & Cup   
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

*With One Voice We Sing to the Lord!

  1. Oh     how     good      it            is           when the   fam   -  ’ly     of      God         dwells to - 
(2. Oh     how)    good      it            is              on  this    jour -  ney   we    share          to   re - 
(3. Oh     how)    good      it            is               to   em - brace   His  com-mand          to  pre - 

geth  -  er      in      spir- it,              in      faith and   u  -   ni   -    ty;        Where the   bonds   of
joice   with   the    hap-py,            and  weep with those who mourn;     For  the     weak   find
  fer      one    an   -  o - ther,          for  -  give   as    He     for - gives;     When we      live       as

  peace,          of  ac  -  cept- ance and   love         are the    fruit       of      His   pres-ence here a - 
strength,      the af   -  flict -  ed   find  grace,    when we     of    -    fer     the    bless-ing    of  be - 
    one            we all     share   in    the    love         of   the    Son,      with   the     Fa- ther,  and the

mong          us.
 long    -     ing.
 Spir     -      it.

  So,     with    one       voice  we’ll      sing            to  the   Lord,       and

  with          one        heart      we’ll       live             out His   word;          Til  the   whole       earth

 sees            the  Re - deem -  er    has     come,     for  He    dwells in    the     pres-ence of     His

  peo       -       ple.

Oh How Good It Is
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*Benediction 

*Postlude   Reprise:  Oh How Good It Is 
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

Sermon Notes

Removing Obstacles 
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Acts 21:17-26 

Why did Paul agree to observe the law?

1.   To remove obstacles to Jewish Conscience.

2.    To remove obstacles to Jewish Conversion.

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.


