Worshiping Christ,
The Good Shepherd!

March 14, 2021
10:30 AM

Prelude Prelude and Fugue in C Major

Prelude and Fugue in F Major J. S. Bach
Dennis Bergin, organ
Welcome

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
We Prepare Our Hearts for Worship Jesus, Where’er Your People Meet

Carrie Smith, piano; Prudence Barker, violin; Charis Baker, flute; Holly Henske, clarinet;
Matt Brantley, bass; Will Barker, trombone; Greg Wagener, drums
Jesus, where-e’er your people meet, there they behold your mercy seat;
Where-e’er they seek you, you are found, and ev’ry place is hallowed ground.
For you, within no walls confined, are dwelling in the humble mind;
Such ever bring you where thy come, and going, take you to their home.
Dear Shepherd of your chosen few, your former mercies here renew;
Here to our waiting hearts proclaim the sweetness of your saving name.
*God Calls Us to Worship Psalm 80:1, 3, 14-19

Brett Frey, Seminary Intern
Pastor:
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who
are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
People: Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved!
Pastor:
Turn again, O God of hosts! Look down from heaven, and see;
People: Have regard for this vine, the stock that your right hand planted, and
for the son whom you made strong for yourself.
Pastor:
They have burned it with fire; they have cut it down; may they perish at
the rebuke of your face!
People: But let your hand be on the man of your right hand, the son of man
whom you have made strong for yourself!
Pastor:
Then we shall not turn back from you; give us life, and we will call upon
your name!
All:
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts! Let your face shine, that we may be
saved!
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*We Are Saved!
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*We Invoke His Presence
God Exposes Our Need 2 Corinthians 4:16

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being
renewed day by day.
We Confess Our Sin
Christ Provides for Our Need 2 Corinthians 4:17-18

For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory
beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things
that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are
unseen are eternal.
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*We Will Fix Our Eyes on Him!

Bill Myers, Peter Lilley, guitar; Rod Cunningham, keyboard
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*God Reveals, Christ Is the Good Shepherd! John 10:11-15; 1 Peter 5:1-4

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

People:

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep,
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches
them and scatters them.
He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as
the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for
the sheep.
So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the
sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be
revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight,
not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful
gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being
examples to the flock.
And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading
crown of glory.
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*We Need Thy Tender Care!
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We Invoke His Help Psalm 28:9

Brett Frey, Seminary Intern

Oh, save your people and bless your heritage! Be their shepherd and carry them forever.
We Prepare for God's Word! Feed My Lambs

Rachel, Meredith, Kaitlyn, Lauren, Sylvia De Groot, vocal ensemble; Prudence Barker, violin;
Kyrstan Brantley, flute
Chorus: Feed My lambs, tend my sheep, overall a vigil keep;
In My Name lead them forth gently as a shepherd.
When they wander, when they stray, their protector be.
As ye do unto My flock, thus ye do to Me. [Chorus]
Unto all who lose the way, hope and comfort be.
As ye do unto My flock, thus ye do to Me. [Chorus]
Words: Adapted from scripture by NS; Music: Natalie Sleeth; ©1972 Carl Fischer Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. Reprinted with permission
under OneLicense.net #A-715258.
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God Proclaims His Word
Sermon Series
Scripture Text
Sermon Title

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
“Acts”
Acts 20:17-38
A Charge to Shepherds

Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to
him. 18 And when they came to him, he said to them:
17

“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I
set foot in Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that
happened to me through the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not shrink from declaring to
you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house,
21
testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our
Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit,
not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me
in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But I do not account my life
of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry
that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25 And
now, behold, I know that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the
kingdom will see my face again. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent
of the blood of all, 27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of
God. 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his
own blood. 29 I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock; 30 and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted
things, to draw away the disciples after them. 31 Therefore be alert, remembering that for
three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. 32 And now I
commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to
give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I coveted no one's silver
or gold or apparel. 34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities
and to those who were with me. 35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard
in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 37 And
there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, 38 being
sorrowful most of all because of the word he had spoken, that they would not see his
face again. And they accompanied him to the ship.
36
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*Guide Us While We Here Respect Them!

re - spect

*Benediction
*Postlude Reprise: Fill Thy Servants With Thy Power
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Sermon No t e s

A Charge to Shepherds

Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
Acts 20:17-38

How did Paul charge the shepherds of the Ephesian church?
1. By his example
A. Of fidelity to God

B. Of fidelity to man

2. By his exhortation
A. To steward the flock

B. To steward the Word

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.
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