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The following is an excerpt from my book “The Rapture.” It lists the 
reasons as to why some Christians believe in a “partial rapture theory.” It 
also includes a response to their claims. 
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Question 10 
 

Why Do Some People Believe That Not All Christians Will Be 
Raptured? (The Partial Rapture Theory) 

 
Most Bible-believers, who believe in a future rapture, contend that all true 
Christians will be taken in the “catching up” of the church, to meet the 
Lord. This is true no matter if one believes in a Pre-Tribulation, Mid-
Tribulation, a Pre-Wrath or a Post-Tribulation rapture.  
 
However, there are exceptions to this. Indeed, there are Bible students who 
teach that only those believers who are faithful or spiritual will be raptured 
when Jesus snatches away His church unto Himself. In other words, going 
up to meet the Lord in the rapture is conditioned upon our obedience, our 
spirituality. This idea is known as the “partial rapture” theory. 
 
The Theory Explained 
 
Those who hold to the partial rapture are generally in agreement on a 
number of things. First, they believe the rapture will take place before the 
great tribulation period. In this sense they hold to a Pre-Tribulation rapture.  
 
However, when this event occurs, it will be only the worthy, or spiritual, 
believers who are taken up to meet the Lord. Those who are not worthy 
will be left behind to face the great tribulation period. All of those who 
accept the partial rapture theory agree on this. 
 
There Is No Agreement As To What Will  
Happen To The Ones Left Behind 
 
Yet, there is no agreement among the partial rapturists as to what will 
happen to those Christians who are not taken up to meet the Lord. Some 
think they will have to endure the sufferings of the great tribulation period 
in its entirety. It is taught that the great tribulation will purify these carnal 
Christians before they enter heaven. Therefore, it is like a purgatory.  
 
Others think that there will be a series of raptures. The first rapture occurs 
before the great tribulation period. Then there will be other times during 
the great tribulation when groups of believers are taken up to meet the 
Lord. In other words, the rapture is not merely a one-off event. 
 
Support for the partial rapture is usually stated as follows. 
 
1. Believers Must Be Spiritually Worthy To Meet The Lord 
 
Those who advocate a partial rapture reckon that the catching away of 
believers must either be by God’s grace or as a reward for our faithfulness. 
They think the Bible teaches that it will be based upon our works. In other 
words, being caught up in the rapture will be a reward for our faithful 
service to Christ.  
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This being the case, it is asked, “Why should the Lord translate carnal or 
unspiritual believers into His presence?” Those living in a state of sin do 
not deserve to be taken up in the rapture. Consequently, they will be left 
behind. 
 
In support of this position, they note the numerous exhortations in the 
Bible where believers are to watch, to be faithful, to be ready for Christ’s 
coming, and to live Spirit-filled lives.  
 
Partial rapturists see these exhortations as teaching that the rapture of the 
church is a reward for faithfulness. In other words, it is earned by the way 
in which we behave. We must be obedient. 
 
The Example Of Enoch 
 
Further evidence is found in the life of the patriarch Enoch. He was 
translated into heaven because he lived a godly life. Scripture says the 
following about what happened to him: 
 

Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him (Genesis 
5:24). 

 
The obedience of Enoch is what allowed him to be “taken up” or raptured. 
In a similar manner, those Christians who are alive at the time of the 
rapture of the church will be caught up to meet the Lord if they are living 
an obedient life. Otherwise they will be left behind. 
 
2. There Is A Promise Of Rewards To The Overcomers 
 
This line of argumentation is supported by Scripture. In the Lord’s letters 
to the seven churches of Revelation we find a repetition of the phrase “to 
him that overcomes” or “to those who are victorious.” For example, the 
Lord said the following to the church at Pergamum: 
 

Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
To those who are victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I 
will also give each of them a white stone with a new name written on 
it, known only to the one who receives it (Revelation 2:17). 

 
This has been understood to mean that those who have become spiritually 
strong and mature enough will be spared the horrendous suffering of the 
great tribulation. Thus, Scripture itself divides believers into two groups 
“overcomers” and “non-overcomers” or the “victorious ones” and the 
“non-victorious ones.” 
 
3. The Parable Of The Ten Virgins Or Maidens Illustrates That 

Some Believers Will Be Left Behind 
 
The story of Jesus about the ten maidens, or virgins, is used as an 
illustration of certain believers being left behind: 
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At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took 
their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish and five were wise.  . . . But while they were on their way to 
buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went 
in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. Later the 
others also came, ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ But 
he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ Therefore keep watch, 
because you do not know the day or the hour (Matthew 25:1-2, 10-13). 

 
In this story, we are told of people who were not ready for the appearance 
of the groom, a reference to Jesus. In the same manner, there will be 
believers who are not ready for the coming of the Lord. Like those in Jesus’ 
story, these Christians will be left behind. 
 
4. There Are Many Warning Passages About  

The Lord’s Coming 
 
The Bible is also filled with passages which warn believers about the 
coming of the Lord. For example, Jesus said: 
 

Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, 
drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close on you 
suddenly like a trap. For it will come on all those who live on the face 
of the whole earth. Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be 
able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to 
stand before the Son of Man (Luke 21:34-36). 

 
We are to be watchful and ready. Indeed Jesus emphasized that believers 
are to live godly lives in order to escape the coming events. 

 
In another place, we read of Jesus stressing the need for Christians to be 
alert: 
 

It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching 
when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will 
have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. It will 
be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he 
comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak (Luke 12:37-38). 

 
Here Jesus contrasts the believers who are watching and are blessed with 
those who are not watching and will miss out on the blessings.  
 
In fact, some who hold to the partial rapture divide the church into two 
parts: the victorious church and the slumbering church. 
 
These Warnings Must Have Some Meaning 
 
It is argued that these warnings must mean something. To those who 
believe in a partial rapture, these warnings are given so that Christians will 
be prepared for the rapture; prepared so that they do not miss it. 
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1. Some Believers Will Be Ashamed At Jesus’ Coming 
 
Furthermore, the Scripture says that there will be certain believers who will 
actually be ashamed at the time of Jesus’ coming. John wrote the following:  
 

And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we 
may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming (1 John 
2:28). 

 
To some, this indicates that immature or unspiritual believers will not be 
taken with the godly believers when the rapture of the church occurs. 
Instead they will be ashamed because they are left behind to experience the 
great tribulation. 
 
In addition, there seems to be a specific test for those who will be raptured. 
We read about it in Hebrews: 
 

So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he 
will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to 
those who are waiting for him (Hebrews 9:28). 

 
According to this passage, the rapture of the church will only include those 
who are eagerly awaiting His coming. Obviously, this does not refer to every 
Christian. 
 
6. Godly Interpreters Have Held This View 
 
The belief that the rapture of the church is not a work or grace but 
something based upon our obedience has convinced some Bible teachers 
that not every Christian will be taken up when the rapture of the church 
occurs.  
 
In fact, a number of well-respected and godly interpreters have held and 
promoted this position. They insist that only those who are watching and 
waiting for the Lord’s return will meet Him at the rapture.  
 
Therefore, if a believer in Jesus Christ desires to be a participant in the 
rapture of the church he or she must remain obedient to the Lord. 
Otherwise they will be left behind. 
 
Summary To Question 10    
Why Do Some People Believe That Not All Christians Will Be 
Raptured? (The Partial Rapture Theory) 
 
The partial rapture theory believes and teaches the rapture of the church 
will occur at some time in the future. It also says that it will happen before 
the seven-year seventieth week of Daniel, the last seven years before Christ 
returns. This is also known the Great Tribulation period. In this sense, the 
partial rapture theory is pre-tribulational in their belief.  
 
Yet this theory argues that not everyone who has placed their faith in Jesus 
Christ will be raptured before the Great Tribulation occurs. Some believers 
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will be left behind. There will be certain Christians who will not be ready 
when the Lord first comes for His church. The spiritual mature will be 
ready; the spiritual immature will not and hence will not be taken to meet 
the Lord in the air.  
 
There are differences of opinion as to what will happen to those believers 
who will be left behind. Some believe that they will have to endure the 
entire period of the Great Tribulation. Others think that these left-behind 
believers will be raptured in groups during these final seven years before 
Jesus returns. 
 
Those who believe in a partial rapture assert that the rapture will be based 
either upon God’s grace alone or by our own worthiness. They think there 
are a number of passages which teach that the rapture is a reward for the 
faithful service of believers. It is not guaranteed to everyone who believes 
in Jesus. They insist the Bible teaches that Christians must be worthy to 
meet the Lord. Those “unworthy” cannot be assured they will be taken up 
in the rapture. Enoch is an example of a believer who was taken up to meet 
the Lord because he was “worthy.” Living believers, like Enoch, must 
behave in a worthy manner to be included in the rapture. 

 
Numerous other Scriptures are cited for support. For example, the Book 
of Revelation divides believers into two categories; the overcomers and the 
non-overcomers. Those who overcome will be taken up to meet the Lord 
in the air while the non-overcomers will be left behind. 
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Question 11 
 

What Are The Biblical Problems  
With The Partial Rapture Theory? 

 
The partial rapture theory holds that the rapture of the church occurs 
before the great tribulation period. However, it also claims that not every 
believer in Jesus Christ will be taken to meet the Lord at that time. It is 
contended that only those which are spiritually mature will be gathered 
together with Him in the clouds. Those who are carnal Christians will be 
left behind. 
 
While there have been godly people who have held this theory there are 
many biblical objections to it. We can list them as follows. 
 
1. There Are No Verses Which Teach A Partial Rapture 
 
To begin with, there are no verses which teach the doctrine of a “partial 
rapture.” None whatsoever! In fact, just the opposite is true. Every passage 
which speaks of the rapture assumes that all believers, no matter their 
spiritual state, will be taken up.  
 
2. The Rapture Is Based Upon Grace, Not Works 
 
The rapture of the church is based upon God’s grace, not upon our own 
works. Paul said those who are “in Christ” will be raptured. This includes 
all believers. Indeed, by definition, one who believes in Jesus is “in Christ.” 
This is very important to understand.  
 
3. A Purgatory On Earth Is Created For Those Left Behind 
 
In addition, the partial rapture idea creates a type of purgatory for the 
spiritually immature believers. They would have to suffer through the 
greatest period of judgment the world has ever seen. While many would 
die, all would suffer. This type of suffering is contrary to the teaching of 
Scripture about the grace of God. Jesus Christ paid for all of our sins; we 
do not have to have them purged from us.  
 
4. Passages Used To Argue For A  

Partial Rapture Are Misapplied 
 
The passages which are used to establish a partial rapture are misapplied. 
In most cases they are not dealing with true believers but rather with people 
who only profess to believe.  
 
For example, the parable of the ten virgins does not teach that some 
Christians are left behind. To the contrary, those who tried to get into the 
wedding feast were told by the Lord “I never knew you.” This speaks of 
unbelievers, not believers. 
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5. Should We Also Expect A Partial Resurrection? 
 
There is another point to consider. If the partial rapture position is correct, 
and if only the mature believers are taken to meet the Lord, then it logically 
follows that the same basis of selection would have to be applied to those 
Christians who have died. This would mean that only those who died in a 
state of spiritual maturity would be resurrected at that time. The others 
would remain in their graves. Exactly when these carnal Christians would 
be raised from the dead is not recorded in Scripture. 
 
However, Paul does not limit the resurrection to only those who died in a 
state of spiritual maturity. To the contrary, he says “all” will be raised. This 
means the spiritual as well as the less spiritual Christians. 
 
6. Believers Are Not Divided Into Overcomers  

And Non-Overcomers For The Rapture 
 
The idea that believers are divided into two groups for purposes of the 
rapture, the overcomers and non-overcomers, is not biblical. Indeed, of all 
the churches which Paul addressed there was none more spiritually 
immature than the Corinthians. In fact, he began his letter to them in the 
following way: 
 

I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that 
there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly united in 
mind and thought. My brothers and sisters, some from Chloe’s 
household have informed me that there are quarrels among you (1 
Corinthians 1:10-11). 

 
The Corinthian church was made up of spiritually immature Christians. Yet 
when Paul wrote to this carnal group of believers, he told them that all of 
them would be changed: 
 

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed (1 Corinthians 15:51). 

 
Paul did not make a distinction between the spiritually mature Christians 
and the carnal Christians with respect to the rapture of the church. Instead 
the apostle stated that all will be taken. 
 
It must be noted that those which hold to the partial-rapture theory 
correctly stress the idea of godly living. Indeed, John tells us that the 
expectation of Christ’s return is a purifying hope:  
 

All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure (1 
John 3:3). 

 
However, this does not mean we should make the participation in the 
rapture dependent upon our holy living. Scripture does not do this and 
neither should we. 
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7. There Is No Time For The Judgment Seat  
Of Christ To Occur 

 
Paul wrote that all believers are to appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ: 
 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that 
everyone may receive what is due them for the things done while in 
the body, whether good or bad (2 Corinthians 5:10). 

 
Since all believers are supposed to appear before Jesus Christ to receive 
their rewards, if some were left behind at the rapture, or not raised from 
the dead, then it seems to follow that there must be another time of 
judgment for them. When would that judgment occur? The Bible gives no 
indication of such a judgment taking place. 
 
8. The Partial Rapture Theory May Lead To Spiritual Pride 
 
There is also the possibility that the partial rapture theory may lead to a 
certain spiritual arrogance, or pride, on behalf of those who embrace it. 
Those who hold this doctrine often assume that they are among the group 
which will be translated into heaven.  
 
Thus, they see themselves as in a different spiritual category when 
compared to other believers. This is not something which Scripture 
encourages believers to do. We are all sinners who are saved by God’s grace 
and we are still sinners who are kept by God’s grace. 
 
9. How Does One Know When They Are Spiritually Mature? 
 
One crucial question for those who hold the partial rapture theory is this: 
how does one know they have reached the point of readiness to be included 
in the rapture? What does it take for a believer to be assured that he or she 
will be taken up to meet the Lord? What are the requirements?   
 
Obviously, this question cannot be given a specific answer because there is 
no answer. Nobody on this earth can determine exactly how to define a 
spiritually mature person. Therefore, it is meaningless to attempt to make 
the distinction. 
 
Conclusion: The Rapture Of The Church Is Not Partial  
 
Though many godly people, with seemingly the best of motives, have held 
to the partial rapture doctrine, we find there are a number of serious 
problems with it that make it difficult, if not impossible, to accept. When 
the Lord Jesus comes to rapture, or snatch away, His people to Himself, 
the church, His body, will be complete. Indeed, no parts of the body of 
Christ will be missing.  Therefore, at the time of the rapture no true believer 
in Jesus Christ will be left behind.  
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Therefore, the question we still face is this: when will the rapture occur 
with respect to the seventieth week of Daniel? Will it be before, sometime 
during, or at the end of this future seven-year period? 
 
Summary To Question 11 
What Are The Biblical Problems With  
The Partial Rapture Theory? 
 
The partial rapture theory says that the rapture of the church will be pre-
tribulational or before the Great Tribulation period; seven years before 
Jesus Christ returns to the earth. However, this theory says that not every 
Christian will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air at that time. It is 
only those Christians who are walking worthy, the ones who are spiritually 
mature, will be raptured.  
 
Though this view has been held by some very good Bible teachers, it has 
never gained much popularity. To begin with, there are no verses 
whatsoever which teach a partial rapture. None. The partial rapture view 
has to be read into the text. The evidence is just not there.  
 
Furthermore, not only do we find no passages teaching a partial rapture, 
we find the opposite to be the case! The plain teaching of the Bible 
concerning the rapture of the church is that “all” true believers will be taken 
up to meet the Lord when this event occurs. This is taught over and over 
again in Scripture. 
 
In addition, the partial rapture view is based upon the idea that participating 
in the rapture is because of our works rather than God’s grace. According 
to this position, participating in the rapture of the church is something a 
believer earns; it is not bestowed by Jesus Christ through His grace. It is 
seen as a reward. This is contrary to the totality of the teaching of Scripture 
on the subject of salvation; it is certainly not something we can earn. 
 
Furthermore, a partial rapture creates a type of earthly purgatory for those 
left behind. Believers in Christ are purged of their sins until they are made 
ready to meet the Lord. However, this is completely contradictory to the 
biblical teaching that salvation is by grace alone. We don’t save ourselves; 
we do not keep ourselves saved. 
 
The passages which are cited for a partial rapture are misapplied. For 
example, the five foolish maidens in Jesus’ parable are not believers. Jesus 
said to them, “I never knew you.” They were never His.  
 
Passages which warn believers to be ready for the coming of the Lord are 
not given to warn believers that certain unspiritual Christians will be left 
behind. Rather they are given as encouragement for us to live godly lives 
in anticipation of His return.  
 
The Apostle Paul says all deceased believers are to be raised from the dead. 
However, if the partial rapture view is correct, then certain ones would not 
be raised at the time of the rapture; unless we assume every believer who 
has died in the past has died in a state of spiritual maturity.  
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Undoubtedly nobody wants to insist upon that! While the Bible says that 
the church is one body the partial rapture view wrongly divides the body 
of Christ into diverse groups based upon their spiritual level. There is no 
biblical justification whatsoever for dividing the unity of body of Christ 
into various levels of spirituality.  
 
Furthermore, Paul said all believers are to appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ to receive rewards. When will this occur? If the partial rapture 
theory is correct, then the judgment seat would have to wait until after 
Christ returns to earth. This is difficult to reconcile with what the Bible 
teaches on the subject. There is also the pride factor to be considered. 
Those who assume they will be the spiritual ones caught up in the rapture 
could be overtaken with pride.  
 
One last question concerns how to determine who is worthy and who is 
not. How do any of us know? What are the criteria? Since the Bible does 
not give us any specific standard nobody could know, from one moment 
to the next, if they can be considered spiritually mature to the place where 
they would be taken up in the rapture of the church. While the partial 
rapture view has been accepted by some Bible-believing Christians, no 
major Christian group has ever embraced this position.  

 


