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The following is the first question that we answer in our new book The 
Message Of The Bible Has Not Been Changed: An Introduction To New Testament 
Textual Criticism. It sets the tone for what the book is all about. It is in the 
process of being written and we hope to have it finished in the next few 
months.  

 
Has The Text Of The New Testament Been Transmitted 

Accurately To Us? 
 
As we begin looking at the subject of the New Testament’s reliability, we 
will start out by summarizing our assumptions about it and its 
trustworthiness. These “starting points” will be supported throughout this 
book with evidence from Scripture as well as history. In other words, we 
are revealing our conclusions at the “get-go.” 
 
Starting Point 1  The Bible Is God’s Proven Word 
 
This first assumption is fundamental to our inquiry. We believe that any 
investigation into the reliability of Scripture must start with this in mind. 
While the Bible in one sense must be examined like other books, in another 
sense it should not. If the Scriptures are God’s Word to the human race 
then our study should be founded upon reverence and respect for what He 
has revealed through the human authors. 
 
In some of our other books we have documented the evidence for the 
supernatural character of the Bible. We have found that the Scriptures are 
historically accurate (Ancient Mysteries of the Bible Solved) that they contain 
past predictions that have been miraculously fulfilled (God’s Work In History, 
50 Biblical Prophecies Made And Fulfilled) and that it can supernaturally predict 
the situation on the ground in the last days (25 Signs We Are Near The End). 
 
In other words, the evidence speaks loud and clear: the Bible is God’s 
Word to the human race. 
 
Starting Point 2 God Has Spoken, He Has Not Stuttered 
 
This leads us to our second assumption. The Lord has not only spoken to 
the human race, but has done it in a way that is understandable to the 
masses. Indeed, it would be of no help whatsoever if God had given us a 
confused revelation of Himself. We do assume, therefore, that God has 
handed us a simple, straightforward picture of Himself and of His message 
for the human race. 
 
Starting Point 3 The New Testament Has Come Down To Us 

Accurately 
 
Not only are the Scriptures understandable, they have been transmitted to 
us in an accurate manner. The evidence will reveal that the message of 
Scripture has not been changed or altered in any way throughout history. 
 



The Message Of The Bible Has Not Been Changed 

 © Don Stewart 2 

Starting Point 4 The Original Text Was Error-Free 
 
Consequently, we assume that God’s Word is without error. It is a 
trustworthy revelation in all that it records. This must be another of our 
starting points. If the Bible is the divinely inspired Word of God then we 
should not expect to find “divinely inspired errors.” 
 
Starting Point 5 We Do Not Have To Resort To Guesswork 

To Establish The Original Text 
 
When all the evidence is examined, we will conclude that we will not have 
to resort to guesswork to establish what the text originally said. While there 
are indeed places in the text where there is some question as to how it 
originally read, the sheer mass of evidence will give us confidence that the 
original text has not been lost. We will have much to say about this in the 
book. 
 
Starting Point 6 We Can Read Our Bibles Today With The 

Confidence That We Are Reading God’s 
Word 

 
Finally, we conclude that when we read the various English translations of 
Scripture, we are reading the very words of God to the human race. Of 
course, when we speak of translations, we are referring to those produced 
by Bible-believing Christians, not mere trendy ones that continue to come 
and go. We will specifically explain which ones we are referring to in this 
book. 
 
In sum, unless we start with these assumptions we will be like a ship in the 
middle of the ocean without anything to guide it, driven by the waves and 
the wind. James wrote: 
 

A small rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot chooses to 
go, even though the winds are strong (James 3:4 NLT). 

 
Fortunately, the Living God has spoken to us, and as we will observe, we 
can trust this revelation.  
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