
Today In Bible Prophecy 
 

Episode 8 
 

Israel Will Miraculously Return To  
Its Ancient Homeland In The “Last Days” (Part 2) 

 
We continue with the amazing journey of the nation of Israel. In our previous episode we looked at a number 
of predictions that Scripture has made concerning their ultimate destiny. We discovered that they have all been 
miraculously fulfilled.  
 
As we indicated, this is “the” most important biblical sign of the end! Without it, there would NO indication 
that we are living in the last days. With it, we now know that we are indeed living at the time of the end.  
 
Why We Do These Particular Stories 
 
Again, a reminder, we do these stories for “Today in Bible Prophecy” so that you can understand and appreciate 
the times in which we are living. Before we can examine the headlines, we NEED to know how they fit into 
what the Bible says will take place at the time God’s kingdom comes to earth.  
 
This particular episode is Sign 3 from our book 25 Signs We Are Near The End. 
 
We will now consider the amazing story of how the modern state of Israel became a reality. 
 
In 2017, while I was doing the live program “Breaking News,” I came across a story I’d never heard of before. 
It documented how one book from a secular writer helped stir up the hearts of the Jewish people to consider 
returning to their ancient homeland. 
 
Mark Twain 
 
He wrote the book The Innocents Abroad in 1867. It documented his trip to the Holy Land where wrote of the 
devastation and desolation of the land.  
 
2017 was the 150th anniversary of this book. There was a story about how his one book began to stir up the 
Jewish people with respect to the situation in their ancient homeland. They realized the warnings of the Lord 
about the desolation of their homeland had been literally fulfilled. They read about Twain’s description of the 
desolation of the land. 
 
But they also had the biblical promises of future blessing. This book stimulated many hearts with a desire to 
return to their ancient homeland and see it restored to a land of wealth as the Bible predicted. 
 
2017 would turn out to be the year of the anniversaries. We will now move forward about 30 years for another 
anniversary. 
 
Theodore Herzl And Modern Zionism 
 
It was over eighteen centuries after the destruction of Jerusalem, its Temple, and the scattering of the Jewish 
people, that the modern push for a state of Israel in their own homeland began in earnest.  
 
In January of 1895, a Jewish Austrian journalist named Theodor Herzl, covered the trial in Paris of a French 
Jew named Dreyfus. Dreyfus was unfairly convicted of a crime that he did not commit. Seeing firsthand the 
hatred directed against Jews, Herzl determined to begin a process to found a Jewish state.  



Later in 1895, Herzl published a book entitled Der Judenstaat—The Jewish State.  He argued that the only way in 
which the “Jewish problem” can be resolved was by establishing a Jewish state in the Holy Land. Herzl’s 
writings started the Jews on the road back to their Promised homeland.  
 
At the conclusion of the First Zionist Congress in Basel, Switzerland on September 3, 1897, Theodore Herzl 
made the following entry into his diary. 
 
In Basel I founded the Jewish State. If I said this aloud, it would be greeted with worldwide derision. In five 
years, perhaps, and certainly in fifty, everyone will see it. 
 
Herzl’s entry in his diary would turn out to be prophetic. The modern state of Israel would be founded about 
fifty years to the day after he made this statement! 
 
Interestingly, in 2017, 1897 was the 120th anniversary of Herzl’s declaration. And like Mark Twain, Herzl was 
not saying these things for religious reasons. Indeed, each were secular, non-religious, individuals. 
 
Turkish Rule Ends In The Holy Land 
 
In the early 20th century, the Ottoman Turks four-hundred-year reign over the Holy Land, was about to end. 
During World War I, the Arabs helped the British fight the Turks. D.E. Lawrence, “Lawrence of Arabia,” was 
instrumental in achieving the victory over the Ottoman Empire.   
 
In October 1917, a British General, Edmund Allenby, launched an invasion in the Holy Land. On Sunday, 
December 9th, the Turks were driven out of Jerusalem. Two days later, the General made his entry into 
conquered Jerusalem, on foot. He said no one could enter the Holy City except in humility, on foot.  
 
He said the following upon entering: 
 
Since your city is regarded with affection by the adherents of three great religions of mankind, and its soil has 
been consecrated by the prayers and the pilgrimages of devout people of these three religions for many 
centuries, therefore I do make known to you . . . that all sacred buildings will be maintained and protected 
according to the existing customs and beliefs of those whose faiths are sacred (Source Records of the Great War, 
Vol. 5, ed. Charles Francis Horne, National Alumni, 1923). 
 
The Holy Land Is Carved Up 
 
At the conclusion of the First World War, Britain, France, and Russia forged the Sykes-Picot Agreement. This 
pact carved up the Ottoman Empire which had seen its defeat in the War.  
 
Britain gained control of the Holy Land. For the first time in eight hundred years, the Holy sites of Christianity 
were delivered from the domination of Islam.  
 
And 2017 was the 100th anniversary of this event!    
 
The Request Of Chaim Weitzman 
 
Another step toward the realization of a Jewish homeland came after the First World War. Chaim Weitzman, 
a Jewish chemist, helped the War effort by developing a technique where synthetic acetone could be 
manufactured. Acetone was a prime ingredient in the production of explosives.  
 



His discovery was given credit by the British government as a main factor in Britain winning the War. The 
government attempted to personally reward him for his efforts on behalf of the nation. Weitzman asked nothing 
for himself, but he did make a request for his people—a Jewish homeland in the Promised Land.  
 
The Balfour Declaration 
 
In 1917, a monumental event took place. Lord Balfour, the head of the foreign ministry of the British 
government, wrote a letter to Baron Rothchild—a representative of the Jewish people. In it, he declared the 
willingness to see a Jewish state established. The letter read as follows. 
 

Foreign Office November 2nd, 1917 
 
Dear Lord Rothschild, 
I have much pleasure in conveying to you, on behalf of His Majesty's Government, the following declaration 
of sympathy with Jewish Zionist aspirations which has been submitted to, and approved by, the Cabinet. 
His Majesty’s Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish 
people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood 
that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities 
in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country. 
I should be grateful if you would bring this declaration to the knowledge of the Zionist Federation.  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
Arthur James Balfour 

 
Again in 2017, it had been 100 years since the Balfour declaration. 
 
One writer explained what happened like this. 

 
The proclamation was of international importance, as it was solemnly sanctioned by the League of Nations. By 
this act that body, which is more and more inclined to look upon itself as being invested with the right to 
control the destiny of the peoples of the world, was obeying the will of Him who really holds the fate of 
mankind in His hands. How would it be possible to doubt this miracle? God was exercising His sovereign right 
as King of all nations.  
For a long time the diplomats of the various countries, moved to pity by the cruel treatment inflicted upon the 
Jews during the regularly recurring pogroms and collective murders in Central Europe, had been looking all of 
the world for some country that would offer this unhappy race a promise of security. One after another 
Argentina, Brazil, Canada, certain uninhabited regions of Asia, and Uganda have been proposed. But these 
projects could but come to nought, for they ran counter to a divine promise given to Abraham: “I will give this 
land to thee and thy seed forever.” 
On the other hand Palestine had long been coveted by several of the great powers, and these had done their 
very best to get control of it. Their efforts also came to nought. They were broken against a decree which no 
human power could shake. What God’s lips had proclaimed His hand was accomplishing: “I give thee this land 
forever” (Paul Perret, Prophecies I Have Seen Fulfilled, London, Marshall, Morgan & Scott LTD., 1939, pp. 27, 28). 
 
We again should also observe that this writer made this statement in 1939—nine years before the modern state 
of Israel was reborn. 

 
The United Nations Resolution  
 
The next major event in the establishment of the modern state of Israel was United Nations Resolution 181. 
This was passed by the UN General Assembly on November 29, 1947. It called for the partition of Palestine 



into two states—one Arab and one Jewish. The city of Jerusalem was to be a separate entity governed by a 
special international regime. 
 
On the one hand, this resolution was considered by the Jewish community in the Holy Land to be a legal basis 
for the establishment of the modern State of Israel.  As can be imagined, this resolution was rejected by the 
Arab community.  
 
In 2017, it was the 70th anniversary of this event! 
 
The End Of The British Mandate 
 
In July 1922, the League of Nations had entrusted Britain with the “Mandate For Palestine.” The Mandate 
recognized “the historical connection of the Jewish people with Palestine.” In accordance with the Balfour 
Declaration of 1917, Britain was called upon to facilitate the establishment of a Jewish national home in the 
Land of Israel.  
 
Interestingly, in September of 1922, the League of Nations and Great Britain decided that the provisions for 
setting up a Jewish national home would not apply to the area east of the Jordan River. This particular area 
constituted three-fourths of the territory which was included in the original Mandate. The territory eventually 
became the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.  
 
After the United Resolution 181 was passed in 1947, Britain planned to withdraw from the Holy Land so that 
a Jewish state could be established. The complete withdrawal would take place on May 14,1948. 
 
The Declaration Of The State Of Israel 
 
On May 14,1948, Israel, as a modern state, came into existence. We have highlighted some of the important 
points of the text of this declaration that was made by David Ben-Gurion, as well as other Israeli leaders, on 
that special day: This is rather long, but it is important that we appreciate all these things that Ben-Gurion 
wrote: 
 
The Land of Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual, religious, and political identity 
was shaped. Here they first attained to statehood, created cultural values of national and universal significance, 
and gave to the world the eternal Book of Books. 
After being forcibly exiled from their land, the people remained faithful to it throughout their Dispersion and 
never ceased to pray and hope for their return to it and for the restoration in it of their political freedom. 
Impelled by this historic and traditional attachment, Jews strove in every successive generation to re-establish 
themselves in their ancient homeland. . . 
In the year 5657 (1897), at the summons of the spiritual father of the Jewish State, Theodore Herzl, the First 
Zionist Congress convened and proclaimed the right of the Jewish people to national rebirth in its own country 
. . . 
On the 29th, November 1947, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution calling for the 
establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz-Israel; the General Assembly required the inhabitants of Eretz-Israel 
to take such steps as were necessary on their part for the implementation of that resolution. This recognition 
by the United Nations of the right of the Jewish people to establish their State is irrevocable. 
This right is the natural right of the Jewish people to be masters of their own fate, like all other nations, in their 
own sovereign State. 
ACCORDINGLY, WE, MEMBERS OF THE PEOPLE'S COUNCIL, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
JEWISH COMMUNITY OF ERETZ-ISRAEL AND OF THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT, ARE HERE 
ASSEMBLED ON THE DAY OF THE TERMINATION OF THE BRITISH MANDATE OVER ERETZ-
ISRAEL AND, BY VIRTUE OF OUR NATURAL AND HISTORIC RIGHT AND ON THE STRENGTH 
OF THE RESOLUTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HEREBY DECLARE 



THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JEWISH STATE IN ERETZ-ISRAEL, TO BE KNOWN AS THE STATE 
OF ISRAEL. 
WE DECLARE that, with effect from the moment of the termination of the Mandate being tonight, the eve 
of Sabbath, the 6th Iyar, 5708 (15th May, 1948), until the establishment of the elected, regular authorities of 
the State in accordance with the Constitution which shall be adopted by the Elected Constituent Assembly not 
later than the 1st October 1948, the People's Council shall act as a Provisional Council of State, and its executive 
organ, the People’s Administration, shall be the Provisional Government of the Jewish State, to be called 
"Israel"...  
PLACING OUR TRUST IN THE ALMIGHTY, WE AFFIX OUR SIGNATURES TO THIS 
PROCLAMATION AT THIS SESSION OF THE PROVISIONAL COUNCIL OF STATE, ON THE SOIL 
OF THE HOMELAND, IN THE CITY OF TEL-AVIV, ON THIS SABBATH EVE, THE 5TH DAY OF 
IYAR, 5708 (14TH MAY 1948). 
 
This declaration was signed by Ben-Gurion and other Jewish leaders. With it, the modern state of Israel 
miraculously came into existence! 
 
U.S Recognition Under President Harry Truman 
 
On May 14, 1948, United States President Harry Truman recognized the newly formed state of Israel with the 
following telegram. 
 
This Government has been informed that a Jewish state has been proclaimed in Palestine, and recognition has 
been requested by the provisional Government thereof. The United States recognizes the provisional 
government as the de facto authority of the new State of Israel. 
 
Fascinatingly, we read the following account as to why Truman did this from Clark Clifford—Truman’s 
Secretary of State: 
 
From our many talks over the past year, I knew that five factors dominated Truman’s thinking. From his youth, 
he had detested intolerance and discrimination. He had been deeply moved by the plight of the millions of 
homeless of World War II, and felt that alone among the homeless, the Jews had no homeland of their own to 
which they could return. He was, of course, horrified by the Holocaust and he denounced it vehemently, as, in 
the aftermath of the war, its full dimensions became clear. Also, he believed that the Balfour Declaration, issued 
by British Foreign Secretary Arthur Balfour in 1917, committed Great Britain and, by implication, the United 
States, which now shared a certain global responsibility with the British, to the creation of the Jewish state in 
Palestine. And finally, he was a student and believer in the Bible since his youth. From his reading of the Old 
Testament he felt the Jews derived a legitimate historical right to Palestine, and he sometimes cited such biblical 
lines as Deuteronomy 1:8: “Behold, I have given up the land before you; go in and take possession of the land 
which the Lord hath sworn unto your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob” (Clark Clifford, Counsel to 
the President: A Memoir, 1991). 
 
Truman, against the wishes of almost all of his advisors, recognized the new state of Israel.  
 
Interestingly, among other reasons, we discover that Truman, as a believer in the Bible, accepted the fact that 
God gave the land of Israel to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
 
The War Of Independence 
 
The declaration of the new State of Israel in Tel Aviv, as well as the recognition by the United States, did not 
sit well with the Arabs. Fighting immediately broke out. An armistice was eventually declared in 1949.  
 
 



UN Recognition  
 
Israel became a member of the United Nations on May 11, 1949. The preamble to this resolution admitting 
Israel to United Nations membership made specific reference to Israel’s undertakings to implement General 
Assembly resolutions 181 and 194 (the right of return). 
 
With this United Nations resolution, the modern state of Israel was officially accepted as one of the nations of 
the world. However, many problems remained unsolved.  
 
This included the borders of the country. In fact, the problem of Israel’s borders remains to this day. We will 
have much to say about this in a future episode of “Today in Bible Prophecy.” 
 
Let’s Sum Up What We Have Seen Thus Far 
 
1. The Bible says that in the last days, the nation of Israel, along with Egypt, will still exist while five of their 
ancient enemies will not. 
 
2. Jesus had predicted that city of Jerusalem would be destroyed along with the Temple. He also said that the 
inhabitants would be taken captive and then scattered across all nations. The Old Testament had made similar 
predictions. 
 
3.  Though Israel would be scattered, the Bible makes it clear that God was not finished with His people. The 
Apostle Paul made this clear. 
 
4. In fact, the people of Israel, all twelve tribes, would miraculously return to their ancient homeland, but only 
at the time of the end.  
 
5. This return will be from a “second exile.” This, of course, assumes that a first exile would occur. 
 
6. Their return will take place after they have been gone from their land for a long time.  
 
7. The land to which they will return will have been decimated by war. 
 
8. The newly formed State of Israel will be recognized by the world as a sovereign nation. 
 
9. Once they return to their land, the state of Israel will never be removed.  
 
The Bible says that the Lord will bring them back because of His holy name. It will have nothing to do with 
them or with their behavior. 
 
Notice that each of these nine predictions have literally been fulfilled—just as the Scripture says. 
 
Past Bible Commentators Predicted All This Would Happen 
 
While the miracle of the survival of the Jews, and their return to their ancient homeland surprised the world, it 
did not surprise those who interpreted the prophecies of Scripture literally.  
 
In fact, for centuries, this was predicted by students of the Bible who looked forward to this day. We will list a 
number of examples. 
 
In 1789, the Bible teacher Elhanan Winchester made this statement.  
 



Nothing need to be more plainly declared than this viz. That the Jews shall certainly return to and possess their 
own land again, notwithstanding their long captivity, and utter dispersion—Moses, that great prophet, spake of 
these events in sundry places and expressly declared that they should take place in the latter days. See Leviticus 
26, Deuteronomy 4:25-31, Deuteronomy 29,30 (Elhanan Winchester, A Course Of Lectures on Prophecies That 
Remain To Be Fulfilled, Volume 1, London, 1789, p. 165). 
 
Here is a man, writing over two hundred years ago, who predicted from Scripture, that the Jews would once 
again return to their ancient land. 
 
About one hundred years later, in 1878, we have the following words written by William Blackstone: 
 
But perhaps you say: “I don’t believe the Israelites are to be restored to Canaan, and Jerusalem rebuilt.” Dear 
reader have you read the declarations of God’s word about it? Surely nothing is more plainly stated in Scripture 
(William Blackstone, Jesus Is Coming, Fleming H. Revell Company, 1878, p. 162). 
 
Indeed, nothing is more plainly stated in Scripture. We should not miss the fact that Blackstone wrote this some 
1,800 years after Jerusalem was destroyed, the Temple destroyed, and the people scattered throughout the 
world. 
 
In 1855, the great preacher Charles Spurgeon had these words to say concerning the return of the Jews to their 
ancient homeland. 
 
Not long shall it ere be they [the Jews] shall come; shall come from distant lands, where’er they rest or roam; 
and she who has been the off-scouring of all things, whose name has been a proverb and a bye-word, shall 
become the glory of all lands. Dejected Zion shall raise her head, shaking herself from dust, and darkness, and 
from the dead. Then shall the Lord feed his people and make them and the places around them a blessing. I 
think we do not attach sufficient importance to the restoration of the Jews. We do not think enough of it. But 
certainly, if there is anything promised in the Bible it is this. I imagine that you cannot read the Bible without 
seeing clearly that there is to be an actual restoration of the children of Israel. “Thither shall they go up; they 
shall come with weeping unto Zion, and with supplications unto Jerusalem.” May that happy day soon come! 
(Charles Spurgeon, The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1, no. 28, p. 382). 
 
In 1907, Arno C. Gaebelein wrote. 
 
We shall look first of all to the Harmony of all Prophecy in predicting the . . . restoration of Israel. This topic 
is one of the most prominent in the prophetic Word. We find it quite a task in the limited space we have to 
condense all in such a way that the reader will get the correct scriptural view of it, and to show at the same time 
how the Spirit of God bears witness to this great future of Israel.  . . . The present desolation of the land and 
Jerusalem will have an end (Arno C. Gaebelein, The Harmony of the Prophetic Word, New York, Fleming and 
Revell, 1907, pp.117-118, 141). 
 
Gaebelein also wrote the following a few years later: 
 
The Holy Spirit unfolds . . . the purposes of God concerning the Jewish race. The knowledge of Israel’s place 
and position in God’s revealed plan is of incalculable importance. . . Their whole history is outlined. They were 
to be a people blinded, forsaking God, to be scattered in consequence of it into the corners of the earth. Their 
whole career of decline and apostasy is prophetically revealed. But alongside of all these prophecies of which 
should befall them, which were so literally fulfilled, we find prophecies relating to their restoration and future 
blessing (A.C. Gaebelein, The Jewish Question, “Our Hope,” New York, 1912, pp. 1, 35). 
 



In each of these instances, these commentators predicted the return of the Jews to their ancient homeland before 
there was any real movement for this marvelous event to take place. Some of them made these comments when 
the Jewish people had been out of their land for some eighteen centuries!  
 
How could they do something like this? It is because they had a Book they could trust, the Bible. As we have 
observed, their faith in the promises of Scripture was well-founded. 
 
To sum up, we have many predictions in Scripture regarding the return of the Jews to their ancient homeland 
in the “last days.” In addition, we also have Bible commentators, based upon the Bible and the Bible alone, 
predicting this return would take place.  
 
Let’s Recap: What Has Happened?  
 
Against all odds of history, after about 1,900 years away from their homeland, Israel became a modern state on 
May 14, 1948. Hence, the biblical prophets were right, and the past biblical commentators, who predicted this 
to occur, were also correct.  
 
How could they know that Israel would even exist in the last days—let alone return their ancient homeland and 
form a modern state? Simply put, they trusted in the predictions found in the Bible. Their trust proved to be 
well-placed. 
 
The miracle of the preservation of Israel, as well as their return to their ancient homeland, is truly the major sign 
of the last days. Indeed, now that they are back in the land, the predictions concerning them, as well as the 
destiny of the rest of the world, are now able to be fulfilled.  
 


